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‘© If a writer be conscious that to gain a reception for his favourite doctrine he must 
combat with certain elements of opposition, in the taste, or the pride, or the indo- 
lence of those whom he is addressing, this will only serve to make him the more 
importunate. There is a difference between such truths as are merely of a speculative 
nalure and such as are allied with practice and moral feeling. With the former al 
repetition may be often superfluous; with the latter it may just be by carnest repeti- 
lion, that their influence comes to be thoroughly established over the mind of an 
inquirer.” —CHALMERS, 


THE WEEKLY MEETING OF 'THE LEAGUE AT 
COVENT GARDEN. 

At the weekly meeting of the League held at Covent Garden 
‘Theatre on Wednesday evening, the Earl of Rapvnor presided. 
Without any comparison this was not only the most interesting 
but the most instructive meeting yet held to advance the great 
cause of free trade. It realized that which has long been our | 
devout belief of what must take place, before there was much 
probability of our principles being adopted—an open and perfect 
union upon intelligible and common grounds of all the great 
interests in the country. 

The corn laws are no longer merely a manufacturer’s question ; 
no longer only a scare-crow to bank directors, discount brokers, 
or chancellors of the exchequer; no longer to be viewed as a 
source of suffering, privation, and sickness, only to the workless 
artizan ; they are all that—and more : it turns out that they are 
a bane and a blight to every interest in its turn, and if peculiarly 
so to any one above the rest, it is to agriculture itself, and to all 
connected with it ; equally to the landlord, the farmer, and the 
labourer. As we have long contended, it is now admitted that 
the evils of the corn laws work in a circle, involving every class 
in its turn ; finally benefiting no one—injuring all. Its victims 
are no longer confined to the squalid inmates of the bedless 
and foodless cellars or garrets of Stockport, Bolton, or Paisley : 
further investigation shows that the wretchedness of these is at 
least equalled if not over-matched in the hovels of Dorset, Wilts, 
and Somerset, and even in the bothies of Forfarshire. ‘The | 
periodical ruin which they effect is no longer considered as ap- 
plicable only to the owners of factories, or the conductors of 
the great mercantile interchanges of the world—a similar effect 
avowedly awaits the tenant farmers: it is no longer that 
merely dealing in corn is considered a hazardous, speculative, 
and ruinous trade—the same characteristic applies to its cul- 
tivation: not alone now is Mark lane considered the seat of 
corn-gambling ; that character is extended to every farm, to ' 
every field that is prepared, sown, and reaped: not contented | 
with the natural uncertainty of weather and seasons, the law does 
all it can to aggravate the evil; to make sport of the best-laid 
ans, to baffle the most careful caleulations. As in commerce, 
vankers and capitalists suffer from the losses of their disap- 
pointed customers, so in agriculture, landlords also suffer from 
those of their tenants. All these interests were ably represented 
at this meeting, and the whole question was wr thes. on the 
broadest and most enlightened ground, 

Lord Radnor as a landowner, as one whose sole interest con- 
sisted in Jand, laid no claim to being actuated by any motives of 
peculiar disinterestedness in advocating a total repeal of these 
laws ;—he did so as an act of justice and sound policy ; 
he did so as affording the best guarantee for the safety 
and advancement of the interests of land; which he contended 
could only prosper permanently in proportion as the whole com- 
munity was prosperous ; he could not recognize the possibility of 
any benefit attaching toany class that was not in perfect accordance 
with the best interests of all others. He showed that for many 
years back a larger and larger proportion of the population was 
constantly becoming dependent upon pursuits, other than agri- 
culture for employment ; that for twenty years past the land 





had ceased to employ any additional persons ; that the rural 
districts had become dependent entirely on manufactures to give 
employment*to their increasing numbers ; that in this way they 
were relieved from what would otherwise necessarily be a great 





_ burthen to the land, while the demoralizing and depraving con- 
| sequences of pauperism would be inflicted upon the people ;—that, 
on the contrary, the surplus population had hitherto, by the aid 


of increasing manufactures, been converted into the best class of 
consumers of agricultural produce. 

On this twofold ground he considered the success of manufac- 
tures essential to the prosperity of agriculture and the main- 
tenance of the value of land. But he saw in the increase of 
manufactures other great and important advantages to the agri- 
cultural classes. He proved by statistical evidence, that as 
manufactures advanced the value of clothing had constantly be- 
come cheaper from the application of greater skill and ingenuity ; 
while the value of farm produce had been as constantly im- 
proving, in consequence of the greater demand for food and the 
other raw materials of our manufactures; that the landed in- 
terest had again in this way derived a twofold advantage. He 
saw in all this the best reasons why the landed interest should 
do nothing which could tend directly or indirectly to injure or 
restrict commerce and trade—but, on the contrary, why they 
should do everything to promote them. But beyond the evil effects 
of the corn laws on other interests, his Jordship showed that 
they had been productive of the worst consequences to land ; by 
raising up a fallacious reliance both on the part of the owner 
and the tenant on the protection of the law, they had tended 
to suppress that skill, ingenuity, and industry, which could alone 
develop the greatest capabilities of the soil. For upwards of 
twe \undred vears, new laws had been made at the average of 
one bs éV@ly tinive years to regulate the tiuecen vullly, but never 
with a satisfactory result ; and in all cases where the greatest 
protection was attempted to be given, with the least satisfactory 
result. The uncertaimty which this false position has introduced 
into the pursuit, has deterred not only capital, but also skill, 
science, aud superior intelligence, from being invested therein ; 
and therefore for its own sake he sought to have the land re- 
leased as well from the odium as the injury of protection. But 
his lordship advocated free trade on other and more enlarged 
grounds; he saw in every country of the world productions 
peculiar thereto capable of administering to the wants and grati- 
fication of man everywhere, which appeared to him as an order 
of Providence in the moral government of the world, to invite 
men of every country to a friendly and cordial intercourse, based 
on mutual and kindred material interests, and which be con- 
sidered was the best security for the dissemination of morality 
and religion, and the best guarantee of peace and goodwill 
throughout the world. The views which his lordship took as a 
landowner looking to the true interests of agriculture—as a 
legislator consulting the best interests of all parts of the com- 
munity—were clear, logical, and conclusive,—supported and 
sustained throughout by a reference to unquestionable facts and 
statistics. 

But important as were the views so ably maintained by Lord 
Rapyor in the high branch of this subject, peculiarly belonging 
to his position, the evidence and testimony of Mr Larrimor £ an 
Mr Hon, as tenant farmers of great reputation, as to the prac- 
tical effects of the corn laws on their condition, and that of the 
farm labourers, was not less important. ‘They were both agreed 
as to the effect of protection in degrading their class—in render- 
ing the pursuit generally unprofitable and uncertain—deterring 
capital and skill from being embarked—reducing the labourer to 
a state bordering on starvation, for the want of a sufficient de- 
mand for labour, And they both bore witness, from prac- 
tical experience, that with such a general improvement in culti- 
vation as already exists in some cases, and which, they believe, 
would result in all cases under the stimulant of competition con- 
sequent on afree trade—and with protection, not against their cus- 
tomers, the consumers, by a corn law, but for property invested 
in farms, by leases—that the land of this country would afford 
employment for three labourers for every one that it does now— 
that the produce of the soil would be double the present quantity, 
and that thus wages might be improved, prices even lowered, 
while farmers’ profits, and rent also, would be better than at this 
time. Now, this isno theory ; it is the evidence of the best prac- 
tical men in this pursuit, and what is more, it is sustained by 
every instance where it has heen tried—whether in an isolated 
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way, as by Lord Ducie, or on whole districts, as in the East Lo- 

thians and Berwickshire, 

1 “€hree speeches may be said to be exhaustive of 

. ete'bt protection on the whole landed interests—landlord, 

a tenagt farmer, and labourer; and we might fancy these are 
epitomies of the evidence that Mr Cobden would have elicited 
had his committee been granted last week ; and which can 
only tend to confirm the general opinion that the true in- 
terests of agriculture had nothing to do with the motives for 
refusing that committee. : 

Mr Cobden very appropriately concluded the proceedings of 
the evening, and summed up the evidence, taking occasion to 
explain, in a clear and convincing manner, some of the appa- 
vent inconsistencies of that close identity of interest which 
exists between the producer and consumer; and in a very 
happy manner showing the vicious consequences of legislative 
interference, in sustaining antiquated prejudices and deterring 
improvements. 
the corn law was the great object why landlords were deter 
mined to retain a political control over the franchise of their 
tenants; that to preserve that control they would not grant 
leases ; and that the want of leases is one of the main causes of 
agricultural imbecility : that the whole system was one vicious 
and absurd circle. 

This meeting appears to us to confirm the League in an im- 
portant character, which it has been gradually for some time 
past acquiring—that of a great national movement to advance 
among all classes and interests a great first principle, equally 
important to all, and certainly not least so to that class to whose 
interests the League has too generally been considered inimical. 
This meeting will tend, more than anything that has yet 
occurred, to hasten the time when men of all parties will shake 
hands on this most important of subjects. ‘The speeches of the 
evening should be published in a pamphlet and extensively dis- 
tributed; they would form the most perfect Anti-Corn-law 
tract that has yet been issued. 


THE SUGAR DUTIES. 
FALSE ALARMS OF THE SPECTATOR. 

Day by day interest increases, as well in political as in mer- 
cantile circles, as to the intention of Government on the sub- 
ject of the sugar duties, as it appears to be admitted on all hands 
that some change will be announced with the financial statement 
for the year; indeed, to this Ministers may be considered as 
pledged,—for when the late tariff was introduced it was dis- 
tinctly understood from Sir Robert Peel, that he then did not 
interfere with the sugar duties in consequence of negotiations 
which were pending with reference to a renewal of the ex- 
piring treaty with Brazil ; and if the Minister was not at liberty 
rom these considerations to legislate respecting Brazil sugar, the 
existing treaty with that country precluded him from doing so 
with respect to sugar the produce of any other foreign state. 
The time has arrived when both objections are removed :—the 
negotiations for a renewal of the treaty have been brought to a 
close ; and the present treaty, which then precluded us from 
legislating favourably for other sugars, will expire in November 
next, and before Parliament will meet again after the present 
session. The Minister is now, therefore, at perfect liberty to 
fulfil his — ledge of 1842 ; and whatever may be his views 
with regard to Brazil, we cannot conceive that he will permit 
the present session to go over without some change in these 
daties ; at the same time, we do not believe that that change 
will be such as to affect in any way the present price in bond of 
West India sugar ; but that if any advantage is given to the 
consumer, it will be at the expense of the revenue—and thus 
only putting into the public pocket on one side what has been 
abstracted from the other side. This will be accomplished by 
reducing the duty on West India sugar as well as that on foreign 
sugar. As, therefore, it becomes more a matter of certainty that 
measures will be shortly proposed on this subject, it also be- 
comes more needful narrowly to watch, and carefully to cor- 
rect, the numerous errors existing in the public mind as to the 
true present state of this question. 

We have frequently of late had occasion to refute the hap- 
hazard and contradictory statements of a morning journal, pro- 
fessing to be the orgau of the Government, on this question ; and 
it is not that it has become more accurate in its facts, that we 
have not this duty to perform every week, but rather that, either 
in some other part of the same article, or in some other soon suc- 
ceeding it, it manages to reply to its own inconsistencies and 
errors ; the only difficulty is the doubt left on the mind of the 
reader which statement is the true one, as both come to him on 
the same authority. For example, a short time since this journal, 
in contending for the propriety of sacrificing every other com- 
mercial consideration to the maintenance of our West India ex- 
port trade, stated that since 1836 it had “increased without 
parallel;” and a few days afterwards we find it for another 
purpose furnishing the statistics of that trade, by which it 
appears that the exports in 1837 were 3,456,745/., and in 1842 
(the last known) 2,591,425!. The extreme carelessness, or some- 
thing worse, shown by some part of the press in rashly hazarding 
statements, however wide from the ieath, in support of favourite 
doctrines, or for party purposes, is a huge fon crying evil, and 











He showed forcibly that the maintenance of | 








one which has done more to limit the influence and usefulness of 
this class of literature than any other. 

We have before us an article on the subject of the sugar duties 
in a weekly contemporary of a different character ; for the Spec- 
tator has justly acquired the reputation of extreme care and ex- 
actitude in all its doings; but in the article before us there are 
not only serious errors in facts, but, in our opinion, also én prin- 
ciples, which, if corrected, will remove much, if not the whole of 
that complication and difficulty with which that journal would 
surround this question, aud induce people to think that twenty 
other difficult questions and abstract principles must be deter- 
mined before the sugar duties can be considered. We quite agree 
with that journal, that to represent the sugar question as equally 
urgent with the corn question is an “ unblushing exaggeration,” 
for “corn is a necessary of life: sugar is not :” not quite—to all ; 
but very nearly so to a large portion of the community. There 
is a further reason why the one is not equally urgent with the 
other, and this involves the true cause why both are urgent. The 
actual loss to the community is in every way infinitely greater 
in consequence of the restrictions on corn than on sugar; we may 
say nearly in proportion as the entire expenditure is greater on 
the one than the other ;—but in this respect, if corn be the most 
urgent, sugar is unquestionably the second. We agree with the 
Spectator, that corn és the most urgent, nor are we aware of any 
party or individual who has ever been guilty of the “ unblushing 
exaggeration” of treating it otherwise. But this is no reason 
why the second in urgency should not be dealt with, or rendered 
less simple than it really is. 

The first reason why the Spectator thinks “ the sugar question 
is not quite so simple as the corn question” is that— 

* The duties levied upon corn do not constitute quite so important an 
item of the annual revenue of the state as the sugar duties. The corn tax 
might be abolished at once without rendering a revision of the whole 
system of taxation necessary: not so any alteration in the amount o1 
proportion of the duties levied on foreign and colonial sugars. 

It may be very desirable to have an increased property tax instead of 
high sugar duties,” 

Nothing could have been put more ingeniously, more calcu- 
lated to damage the eladalen of free trade usually contended 
for by our contemporary, but with /ess foundation in fact, by the 
most careful supporter of monopoly, than we find in this appeal 
to the well-known excitability to alarm about the revenue, and 
to the still greater dread of a property tax, which generally 
attach to men of property and influence. 

The objects of free trade—the proposals of free traders with 
respect to the sugar duties, do not in any way involve the ques- 
tion of a reduction of revenue therefrom, but, as we will show, 
could only tend to increase it: all that they involve is an aboli- 
tion of that protection which tends to enhance price, without en- 
hancing revenue. We readily concede to our contemporary that 
the corn duties might be abolished without any revision of the 
taxes generally. We admit that they are not imposed with 
a view to revenue; that they only accidentally yield any ; 
and that when they do, it is only incidental to the carrying out 
of another principle, and invariably, as we have often proved, at 
the price of a greater sacrifice of income from other sources. But 
if this be true with regard to corn, it is equally or more true 
with regard to those differential duties on foreign sugar with 
which we would interfere as free traders, 

If the corn duties are not imposed for revenue, and yield none, 
except at a peor loss otherwise, then the foreign-sugar duties 
are imposed with the same object, and with a similar result. 
The former are imposed solely with a view to the protection of 
home agriculture—the latter with a view only to the protection of 
colonial planting, by the exclusion of similar products of other 
countries from our markets, and in this the sugar duties are 
more successful than even the corn duties. They are both framed 
on the principles of prohibition, with a safety-valve at a very 
high point of scarcity; and in both cases that scarcity which 
opens the valve is more destructive of revenue than any duty 
collected on such occasions ; so that in reality there can be no 
more infirm pretence for evading either question than the one set 
up by our contemporary. We have in some recent numbers 
illustrated by statistical facts the great loss attendant on the re- 
venue generally from the necessary circumstances which attend 
the receipt of corn duties ; and we will now show, first, as the 
Spectator admits the» ‘night be given up without any injury to 
the exchequer, that we foreign sugar duties are even much less 
important ; and, secondly, that when they do occur, they are 
accompanied by an equally great sacrifice of usual revenue. 

The revenue received on foreign wheat and foreign sugar in 
the last ten years has been as follows :— 


Foreign Wheat. Foreign Sugar. 


£ £ 
1834 11,498 er a 122 
1835 3,989 ‘a 85 
1836 5,320 cae 41 
1837 301,027 ~ : 110 
1838 134,733 107 
1839 618,270 160 
1840 720,004 7,690 
184] 389,865 823 
1842 1,112,453 i wae 325 
1843 604,742 ine see 240 
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Now, surely our contemporary will not contend that if the 
above wheat duties can be given up without any embarrassment 
to the revenue (and we have shown they might be with actual 
benefit), he will not for a moment persist that there can be any 
danger in giving up the trivial amount of foreign sugar duties. 
The only year in the whole ten in which foreign sugar may be 


said to have been taken into consumption was 1840; and in that | 


year the supply of colonial sugar was so deficient that its price 
was raised so high as to admit for a short time the duty of 65s. 
to be paid on foreign sugar, and from such sugar a revenue of 
7,6901. was derived. But at what loss? he average revenue 
derived from sugar in the above years was 5,120,000/. annually, 
but in 1840 it was only 4,465,000/., and the Gazette average 


price of sugar was higher in 1840 by 10s. per ewt. than in any of | 


the other years, and 20s. higher than in some of them. 

What we contend is, that instead of the revenue being in any 
way endangered by such an “alteration in the amount or propor- 
tion of the duties levied on foreign and colonial sugars,’ as is 
proposed by free traders, it could only be benefited. Che whole 
of the sugar admissible at this time at the colonial rate of duty 
is consumed, and no reduction of the foreign rate of duty could 
diminish that quantity ; but, on the contrary, if it tended to 
diminish the price to the consumer, and increase the quantity 
consumed, it could not fail to inerease the revenue. Let us 
consider what the effect would be at this moment on the revenue 
were the duties equalized. With the present limited supply of 
sugar, it is but fair to suppose—and our experience in coffee and 
other articles fully sustains such supposition—that if the price 
were reduced, the quantity consumed would increase to the full 
im proportion, and that at least the same sum would be expended 
in cheap sugar as is now in dear sugar, the public having the 
advantage of the increased quantity. The consumption of sugar 
last year was 4,045,181 ewts., at a cost of 64s. per ewt, or 
12,944,5701. : now this price of 64s. was composed of 38s. 10d. 
for sugar, and 25s. 2d. for duty ; but while colonial sugars were 
worth °8s. 10d. in bond, foreign sugars of equal quality were 
worth only 18s. to 19s., and if the latter had been admitted at 
the same duty might have been sold for 44s. to the consumer. 
But admitting that the first effect of equalizing the duties would 
be to raise the price of foreign sugar, and to lower that of colo- 
nial growth, so that the price in bond of each might settle at first 
half way between the present extremes, the price would be 
28s. 10d., and with the duty of 25s. 2d., it would cost the consumer 
54s. per ewt., at which price the above sum of 12,944,579. 
would command 4,794,286 ewts. in place of 4,045,181 ewts., and 
would give an increase of revenue to the state of 942,625/.; and 
this on the supposition that an equalization of duties would re- 
duce the price of colonial sugar only by one-half of the present 
difference. What, then, becomes of the bugbear of endangering 
the revenue—of the scare-crow of a property tax! Our proposal 
is the only security against both. 

But the Spectator falls into further errors :— 

“ The question of the duties on foreign corn is not complicated with 
the question of slavery. It is from free-labour countries that corn is 
looked for ; but it is only from slave-labour countries that an addition 
to our supply of sugar is expected. 

Without going into the merits of those principles on which a 
distinction is made between slave aud free-labour sugar, we would 
at least correct our respected contemporary as to the fact that 
free-labour sugar is not to be obtained; let not even a slight 
amclioration of the present state of the law be prejudiced by 
ignorance of what resources we possess. ‘The annual export of 
sugar from Java is now upwards of 1,300,000 ewts., and with 
the produce of Manilla, Siam, &c., cannot be called less than 
1,500,000 ewts., all the produce of free labour, independent of 
what can be procured from China. Now, though at present 
nearly the whole of that sugar is imported into Holland, yet if 
free-labour sugar were admitted here at a favourable duty, there 
is no doubt it would be sent to this market, and its place sup- 
plied on the continent by the slave-labour sugars which we re- 
ject. It is not, therefore, necessary for those who cannot recon- 
cile their minds to the admission of slave-labour sugar to resist 
the consideration of the subject, as our contemporary would lead 
them to think. 

The Spectator further says :— 





“ The British sugar grower can scarcely obtain labour at any price, 
and would have to compete with sugar growers who have an ample 
supply of slave labour,” &c. &e, “And that having just deprived the 
sugar-planters of cheap and abundant labour, it should expose them at 
this disadvantage with competition with those who still retain it,” &e. 

This is proceeding upon the novel doctrine that slave labour 
is really cheaper than free labour ; this is contrary to all former 
opinion, and we believe to all experience, where very special 
causes have not operated. The price of labour is regulated by 
supply and demand; and if, as is the case inthe West Indies, 
the demand placed upon labour is so much out of proportion to 
the supply, that is a suflicient reason why the labourer should 
have so inconvenient, and to the planter so unprofitable, a com- 
mand of the market. The maintenance of the monopoly of sup- 
plying this country with sugar is the chief cause of this excessive 
demand for labour, which places the planter so much at the will, 
caprice, and dictation of the freed slave; and we are satisfied 
that nothing would tend sooner to correct this than such a 


| 
| 


a 
modification of our sugar duties as removed part of the present 
pressure on the West Indies for supplies ; nay, that modification 
would at once tend to increase the profit of the planter, and the 
total quantity produced by improved methods of cultivation, and 
by rendering the present amount of labour more effective. Had 
slavery continued in our possessions till this hour, while the 
population of this country and the demand for sugar have much 
increased, would the condition of the planter have been any 
better? It is true we should not then have heard of excessive 
wages ; but we should have heard of the excessive ewe of slaves. 
The excessive competition for labour now would have been the 
same had slavery continued, but instead of days’ wages it would 
have been in the cost of the labourer; and the difference of the 
value of a slave in Brazil and Jamaica would in that case have 





| been as freely urged as the difference in the cost of labour is now. 


An excessive demand under a monopoly for more sugar than the 
productive power of the West Indies is capable of, is the real 
ground of the evil. 

It is not that slave labour is cheaper than free labour, other 
things being equal. In what country in the world shall we find 
slave labour so cheap as is the free labour of our East Indian 
territory? Again—the free labour of Java is a perfect reply 
to all the assertions in favour of the cheapness of slave labour. 
The productions of that island have increased in a manner with- 
out parallel in the history of the world, and not only by free 
labour, but without the advantage of high prices. Independent 
of its enormous increase of the production of coffee, indigo, and 
some minor articles, that of sugar only, the article in question, 
has gradually increased since 1826, as follows :— 


1826 23,565 1834 443,911 
1827 38,357 1835 523,162 
1828 31,501 1836 607,338 
1829 9) ,227 1837 820,063 
1830 129,333 1838 873,056 
183] 144,077 1839 999,895 
1832 292,705 1840 1,231,135 
1833 251,128 184) 1,252,041 


And now, as we before stated, it aunually exports upwards of 
1,300,000 ewts. ; and this rapid increase has taken place in open 
competition with all the slave-labour countries, and with prices 
varying 25 to 50 per cent. less than the British planter has ob- 
tained for his produce, 

If freedom raise the character and mental bearing of man, it 
must make his labour more effective, by combining with it more 
thought aud ingenuity ; and though in that case he might eom- 
maud a higher nominal money wage than his inferior in intellect, 
the slave, his labour would still be cheaper, inasmuch as it would 
be more productive ; on the same principle that the Spectator 
supports the opinion that British agricultural labour is really 
cheaper than continental, he says,—‘ Though the wages of 
British labour may be higher than are paid in some of these (corn- 
growing) countries, the greater amount of intelligent labour got 
out of him more than balances the inequality.’ In this we cor- 
dially agree. 


WEEKLY COST OF PROTECTION TO SUGAR AND 
WHEAT. 

( For the principles on which these calculations are framed see our 

last Number. ) 

Sccar.—Sinee last week no change worth noticing has taken 
place in the relative values of colonial and foreign sugar, and the 
difference of the price on our weekly consumption of 77,792 ewts. 
—more than the same would cost to any continental country, 
and paying the same duty to the State—is 70,003/. for the whole 
country, to be added to the balance of last week ; and 5,832/. to 
that for the metropolis. 

Wuerar.—the relative price of English and foreign wheat has 
not changed during the week ; and the difference of the cost of 
bread for the kingdom, compared with what the same would be 
on the continent, has been 288,460/., and for the metropolis 
24,038/., to be added to the balance of last week ; and the ac- 
count up to this day will stand thus :-— 


YOR THE WHOLE KINGDOM. 
Balance from last week since January Ist . £3,943,094 
Extra cost of sugar this week 70,003 
Ditto of bread 288,460 


4,301,557 


lotal extra cost to this day 


POR THE METROPOLIS. 

Balence from last week since January Ist £828,590 

Extra cost of sugar this week 5,833 

Ditto of bread 24,038 
Total extra cost to this day 858,461 


next week. 


The respective balances to be carried to 





VEES OF CLERKS AT PETTY SESSIONS. 
Whatever differences of opinion may exist on the subject of 
Lord Worsley’s bill for enclosing common and waste grounds, 
there is probably but one opinion, among all who are not actually 
interested parties, as to the justice, propriety, and excellent 
spirit with which, the other night in the House of Commons, he 
drew attention to the insolent and insufferable system by which 
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the clerks of justices of the peace at petty sessions at present 
wring out, as a great part of their own living, enormous sums of 
money from the lowest and, in every sense, most unfortunate 
classes of the community. It is sincerely to be hoped, there- 
fore, that the pledge of speedy inquiry and redress given on that 
occasion by Sir J. Graham, on behalf of himself and his col- 
leagues, will not be forgotten, but acted up to. The injustice is 
so great, and the remedy is so ey 8 that we are willing to hope, 
after a proper public exposure has been made, the grievance 
will be made to cease. 

The fact is, parties who have not seen the working of this 
system with their own eyes cannot easily be made to understand 
the extent of its injustice. It was one of the grievances which 
led to the late riots in Wales ; and we observe in the report of 
the commissioners of inquiry into those grievances, just pub- 
lished, considerable allusion to the subject. Their remarks are 
written with a friendly, if not a partial,feeling ; but the injustice 
is too gross for any palliation. Accordingly we find them un- 
hesitatingly asserting “ some of these charges to be unreasonably 
high, and in some instances altogether illegal.” Even, however 
when strictly legal, those fines are made to fall with excessive 
injustice on individuals, as the following extract, very guardedly 
written, from the report of these commissioners will show :— 

“ The complaints,” they say, “ against the clerks themselves as- 
sumed in different districts a widely different character; in some 
it is the practice to appoint unprofessional and ill-edueated clerks, 
by whose means we cannot but think that the ends of justice are 
frequently frustrated ; while in others it was alleged, and we fear that 
it was at least as well founded a complaint as the former, that the clerks, 
being in the profession, exercised an undue degree of influence over the 
bench, and, acting in several divisions of the same county, and in all the 
different capacities of clerk, attorney, and advocate in succession, con- 
trived to centre in themselves nearly the whole administration of justice. 
These complaints, made too, as they for the most part were, in a tem- 
perate spirit, necessarily led us to consider the mode by which justices, 
clerks are remunerated, and all the investigation has tended to confirm 
in our judgment the soundness of the objections which have been from 
time to time urged against the present system. However elaborately 
constructed, it is impossible that a table of fees should comprise all the 
imaginable circumstances which may come within the range of a clerk’s 
functions on the hearing of a complaint, or to be so framed as not to 
admit of great latitude of construction ; still less can it provide for the 
increasing and frequently indefinite duties which the course of legisla- 
tion is annually imposing. The payment of a specific sum for each act 
or document which a clerk is called upon to perform or prepare affords 
a facility for heaping up a collection of items, perhaps justifiable 
enough, and apparently moderate in amount individually, but which 
together constitute, in effect, a far higher penalty than a magistrate 
would otherwise feel justified in imposing in the particular case. Yet 
there are no means of reducing it but by an appeal on the part of the 
justice to the forbearance of the clerk, or the voluntary abatement, by 
the clerk himself, of the fees which form his stipend. In cases of 
trifling assault, and many others which arise in the daily practice of 
every magistrate, it is absolutely impossible to convict, although such 
course may be his bounden duty, without thus inflicting an apparent 
injustice, either on the party convicted or on the clerk. These diffi- 
culties present themselves even where all parties are anxious to perform 
their duties faithfully ; it is needless to point out the opportunities that 
are afforded, or rather the direct premium that is held out, to the ex- 
actions of needy or unscrupulous practitioners. We have every reason 
to believe that the justices, for the most part, feel this difficulty, and in 
the imposition of fines and penalties take into consideration the neces- 
sary amount of attendant costs; but even if this were invariably done, 
it can be considered at best but an ill-contrived palliative, and there is 
every reason to believe that the moral effect which ought to attend the 
award of justice is much impaired when so great a disproportion is dis- 
played, as must often occur, between the fine which the justice imposes 
on the offence and the cost which his clerk levies for the adjudication. 
It is not unnatural that misconception should arise, when it is observed 
on how much easier terms justice is satisfied than her ministers.” 

In the north of England, in a populous town, where petty 
sessions are held weekly, and the number of cases settled average 
from twenty to thirty, we happen to know a ease where the son 
of the Chairman is a partner in business with the clerk as 
attornies, and we will be bound to say that the sun of 500/.a year 
is less than the amount derived from fines alone at those sessions. 
What room is there not here for discontent and indignation at 
“the exactions of needy and unscrupulous practitioners!” Nor 
probably is this case without parallels elsewhere: but, not to 
bring a charge of base motives against magistrates as a body 
which would be unjust, we beg to refer to Lord Worsley’s speech, 
as reported last week, for some details ; and as his lordship by 
no Titans made so good a use of the returns, which he was himself 
the ineans of Per his chi as he might and ought to have done, we 
shall just farther his object by adding one or two more particulars 
as specimens of the system. In one case the penalty of one 
shilling was, by costs and fees, swollen to the amount of 4. 19s. 
{In another—at Wakefield, in Yorkshire—a fine of 1s. became by 
the same process a penalty of 2/. 15s. ; and in nine places, where 
is. fines had been imposed, the average costs in each case were 
24. 9s. Od. ; and in ten petty sessions where fines of sixpence were 
inflicted, the average costs exceeded 1/. 15s.!_ We have also in- 
stances of a halfpenny fine being saddled with 5s. costs, and of 
i. 4s, 11d. being tacked on as the accompaniment of a penny 
fine. Now, only for one moment conceive the enormous dispro- 
portion of these fines and their costs, Imagine a man convicted 


of cutting a sapling, or pulling up a turnip, or some other mise- 
rable piece of petty rustic crime, and condemned for this to pay 
nominally a penalty of 1s. (one day’s wages this, be it remem- 
bered, in Dorsetshire and Devonshire), but in reality mulcted of 
nearly 5/.—the yearly rent, or more than the yearly rent, of his 
cottage—as much as he can hope to earn in three months—and 
more than many richer men are called on to pay for graver 
offences,—the Marquis of Waterford, for instance, or any of his 
chums, for disturbing the night’s rest of a whole streetful of peo- 
ple, wrenching off knockers, cutting bell-pulls, &e. Xe. But 
not to be offensive, as we do not wish to set one class against 
another, though the spirit of our laws seems everywhere to have 
that tendency, let us see whether something cannot be done 
to put an end to asystem of so gross injustice. It is proposed to 
pay those clerks by fixed salaries out of the county rates. If Sir 
J. Graham is earnest in his wish for a just and equitable arrange- 
ment of the evil, he can easily bring in a bill to effect this object, 
and we should wonder much who would or could oppose it. 
“The difficulty,” says a country magistrate, writing in the Times 
the other day on this subject, which he does in excellent spirit— 
“the difficulty a [ conscientious] justice feels under the present 
system is, in very many cases, how to keep the penalty low 
enough in order to leave room for the clerk’s fees, which he has 
no power to reduce or remit, and they are very seldom given up 
in whole or in part, by that functionary himself. It is obvious 
that he must frequently adjudge a nominal penalty, or he can- 
not apportion the amount ordered to be paid to the offence. 
Every justice will rejoice to see the proposed alteration carried 
into effect, not only on this account, but because he is also im- 
pressed with the notion that the clerk, his adviser, has an interest 
in a conviction taking place. Magistrates’ clerks in the country 
derive a considerable emolument from their fees, a great portion 
of which comes from the pockets of the poor. Petty sessions are 
commonly held once a fortnight. Their duties, therefore, are 
not onerous, for at most they have to attend their bench twenty- 
five times in a year. A 1001. a year for these attendances would 
well pay them ; but I apprehend they never have so little, and 
they must consequently be greatly overpaid for what they do—a 
state of things which ought not to exist where the public, either 
as individuals or as parishes, have to find the money.” 





BLACKWOODS MAGAZINE FOR MARCH, 1844. 

FREE TRADE AND PROTECTION.—THE CORN LAWS. 

The writer of this article begins by speaking of “ the total 
failure of the free-trade system to procure any, even the smallest 
return”’—as though anything like a free-trade system had been 
adopted and persisted in, It is because no such system has yet 
been adopted by England that it is now necessary to make efforts 
to enlighten the public mind upon the subject, and to show the 
reasonableness of expecting that, if adopted, it would not fail to 
produce an ample return of advantages to those “ staple branches 
of our industry’ which are so strangely said to have suffered from 
it, as well as to the general interests of the country. 

It is perfectly absurd to talk of Mr Iuskisson’s reciprocity 
treaties as a system of free trade. ‘Those treaties were forced 
upon Mr Huskisson by the shipowners of England, who were 
threatened with exclusion by means of high differential tonnage 
duties from the ports of the various countries with which those 
arrangements were made, It is not very certain, from what he 
says, that the writer of the article in Blackwood’s Magazine 
knows the intention and result of those treaties. The intention 
was to secure a share of carrying trade with the continent for 
British shipping ; and the result has been to lessen the expenses 
of international trade by avoiding the absurdity of employing two 
ships to do the work of one. Without such a treaty, our exports 
to Prussia must have been made in Prussian vessels that would 
have come here empty, while our imports from Prussia would have 
been made in british vessels that must have gone to Prussia in 
ballast for that purpose. 

The writer of the article in Blackwood has in various places 
attributed arguments to the free traders which they never have 
used, and has spoken of admissions which they never have made ; 
a very convenient, if not a very candid, mode of conducting an 
argument. ‘* The free traders allege,” according to him, reasons 
for “the decay of agriculture in the central provinces of the 
Roman empire,’ which no one among them ever dreamed of alleg- 
ing ; and “the free traders fully admit and deeply deplore” results 
which no one among us will ever allow to have been experienced, 
viz., the decline of our trade, caused by a system which never 
yet has had existence. 

The anti-social argunent of this writer, that “ seLF-pRESERVA- 
TIoN”’ requires legislative protection te be given to all those 
branches of industry in which we can be undersold by foreigners, 
has been demolished time out of mind, and it would be perfectly 
useless to do so again here. If the writer and his readers require 
such refutation, they have yet to learn the first letters of the 
alphabet of economical science. 

The attempt to show the disadvantages of a “rich old state” 
when competing in the production of food with a “poor young 
one,” is not quite so hackneyed, and has not been so frequently 
overturned, probably because the exaggeration of absurdity 





which it betrays has prevented its being so often and so plainly 
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brought forward. It is true that in the processes of agriculture 
the English farmers have not made the same advances as have 
been made in the processes of our manufactures, but it is not true— 
it is the very reverse of the truth—to say, that we are even in 
our agricultural industry behind other countries. At this time 
the average production of our fields is double that yielded by the 
land of France ; and if the cost with us is greater than it is in 
that and in other countries, this is not because the expenses of 
cultivation are greater, but because of the higher rents which, 
under their monopoly system, our landlords are able to exact for 
the use of their acres. That our improvements in husbandry 
have not kept pace with those in our manufactories is doubtless 
true; and why is it? mainly, if not entirely, because of the sys- 
tem of promised protection, which has made the farmers less 
desirous of adopting improvements, while it has taken from them 
in rent all, and more than all, the enhancement of price for their 
produce caused by legislative restrictions. Still a good deal has 
been done in this direction. In 1815, when the corn law was 
passed amidst riot and house burning, it was affirmed by the 
landowners that, unless a price of at least 80s. per quarter were 
obtained for wheat, and proportionate prices for other kinds of 
farm produce, the lands of England must go out of cultivation. 
What is it but improvement in farming processes which has so 
altered the tone of these gentlemen that they are now contented 
if they can secure a price of 54s. for wheat ¢ 

What is it that has caused this improvement? The abundance 
of capital and the low value of money. Singular to say, how- 
ever, this fact, the existence of which is acknowledged by the 
advocate for restriction, is used as an argument to prove that 
agricultural produce must be cheaper in the poor country where 
capital is scarce, as though corn could be produced without the 
application of capital any more than woollen or cotton goods 
could be so produced. Labour is cheap in the poor state,’’ says 
the reasoner, “ because guineas are few.” Ilad he said that 
where capital is scant there labourers are paid little for their 
day’s work, it wowld have been true; but when he says that 
labour is dearer in this country than it is in Poland, where 
wages are 54d or Gd. a day, while here they are 2s. or 2s. 6d. 
a day, that is a different matter. The 53d.in Poland may be 
dearer for a day's work measured by its effectiveness, the only 
true standard, than 6d. in England, where the appliances 
of capital are experienced in their perfection. 

This writer is singularly unhappy in the instances which he 
brings forward in favour of his arguments. ‘“‘ France,” he says, 
‘is a compact homogeneous country, in which the cost of pro- 
ducing subsistence is not materially different in one part from 
another. The same holds with the interchange of grain between 
the different provinces of Spain or of the various parts of the 
British islands,” 
insufficiency of roads and the absence of other modes of com- 
munication, there is frequently a difference of 25 per cent. and 
more in the prices of grain in markets separated by less than 
twenty miles of distance ; 
been left to rot on the ground on the table lands of the interior, 
because of the ruinously-low price, at the same time when dis- 
tricts on the coast have been suffering all the miseries of dearth ; 
while here in England the land is intersected by excellent roads 
running in all directions, and there is no spot which is more dis- 
tant than fifteen miles from a navigable canal or river, or from 
the sea coast. 

Equally unfortunate is he in his illustration drawn from the 
history of Rome. ‘ The diminution of its agricultural produce,” 
he is speaking of Italy before the taking of Rome by the Goths, 
“had long before been stated by Columella at nine-tenths, and 
by Varro at three-fourths of what at one period had been raised. 
Yet such was the wealth of the Roman nobles derived from pastur- 
age, that some of them had 160,000/. a year (!!!) Agriculture, 
therefore, was destroyed ; grain was no longer raised in Italy. 
Rome was wholly dependent on foreign supplies, but pasturage 
was undecayed ; and colossal fortunes were enjoyed by a wealthy 
race of great proprietors, who managed their vast estates by 
means of slaves, and had bought up and absorbed the properties 
of the whole free cultivators in the country. Such was the effect, 
such was the result, of a free trade in grain in ancient times.” 
Hear this, my Lord Duke of Richmond and your Grace of 
Buckingham ; hear this, my Lord Stanley, and hasten to admit 
freely the millions of quarters of wheat that can be spared from 
‘Tamboff ; turn all your lands to pasture and grow rich ; emulate 
your Roman landowning predecessors, and raise your rent-rolls 
to 160,000/. per annum! You may do so with safe consciences, 
for this rental will be yielded through the unheard-of prosperity 
of the people of happy England, who must then be able to con- 
sume the oof and mutton, and to use the tallow and hides, 
grown upon the millions of acres now devoted to the plough, as 
well as to pay for the wheat, barley, oats, pulse, hay, straw, 
&e. &e. &e., which a free trade must bring from other lands. 
Risum teneatis! 


Os 


THE PRACTICAL DOCTRINE OF RENT, 

Mr Gladstone is reported to have said, on a late occasion, that 
the whole question of the corn laws turned on this, “ What pro- 
portion of the produce went to the landholder as rent, and what 
was retained by the farmer to defray expenses.” 


| that “‘ Protection to agriculture 


It is well known that in France, owing to the | 


and that in Spain, the harvest has | 


There is no doubt that the controversy between the landholders, 
the farmers, their labourers, and the public, will be terminated 
by the solution of that problem. It is remarkable that the 
question should have been so rarely asked, and that so necessary 
and so easily ascertainable a matter of fact should be so imper- 
fectly understood, at the present time. The farmers are accused 
of not keeping their accounts in a manner intelligible either to 
themselves or to others ; and if this charge is well founded, it is 
not to be wondered at that so few of them are able to calculate 
the cost of raising a quarter of wheat, or of rearing and fat- 
tening a bullock. The editor of the Morning Post séems to be 
aware of the importance of the question, for in reply to the 
Morning Herald, he stated, March 15, that “the Herald made a 
great mistake yesterday in saying the amount of the cost of a 
4)b. loaf which arises from rentis from 2d. to 3d. (equal to from 20s. 
to 51s. Gd. the quarter on wheat.) At the ordinary rent of land 
in England, say from 20s. to 25s., the amount of the cost of the 
4 1b. loaf attributable to rent is a fraction under 1d., the advan- 
tage to the buyer of the 9d. loaf would be that he would get it 
for 8d.” But during the city election Mr Baring’s committee 
went a little further, and asserted that the rent on a 4]b. loaf was 
“just one farthing ;” whilst the average can be proved to be at 
least ten farthings, or about 26s. ona quarter of wheat. 

Mr Gladstone seemed to be afraid lest Mr Cobden should have 
obtained from the practical farmers he proposed to examine, the 
rule for such calculations for the instruction of their less intel- 
ligent brethren. But as that inquiry was refused, we considered 
it our duty, in last week’s article, on the “ Rent obtained on 
Agricultural Produce,” to supply the formula for determining 
with the greatest accuracy the question propounded by the 
President of the Board of Trade. 

When farmers keep their accounts in a business-like manner, 
and employ the formula recommended, they will find no difficulty 
in ascertaining for themselves the proportion in which rent, 
tithes, taxes, or rates, enter into the price of the produce sold by 
them. This being done, it will be easy for them to state of their own 
knowledge whether a corn law to make food scarce and dear is 
required by them to obtain the average profit of other manufac- 
turers on their capital, and to pay the same average wages to 
their labourers as is paid in the localities of tall chimneys. 
This question the public is now waiting to have determined by or 
for them. Then we are certain the tenant farmers will see 
” is equally intended to mislead 
them as the “ No popery”’ cry that was kept up to countenance 
Protestant ascendency in Ireland. 

The fact cannot now be denied that the agricultural labourers of 
England, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, are constantly on the 
borders of destitution, and that the wages obtained are less 
than the usual wages of more skilful labourers. Now it is 
equally undeniable, that so long as there is a deficiency of 
food in these kingdoms, it will principally be kept out 
of the stomachs of the agricultural labourers and their fami- 
lies ; as the classes whose wages are higher will outbid them to 
obtain the supply of food required for themselves and families. 
The condition of the tenant farmer is affected in an analogous 
manner from the same cause. As the skill required from him 
is little more than that is possessed by the more intelligent la- 
bourer, the usual allowance to the tenant farmer for superinten- 
dence and profit on the capital employed will be less than the 
average profit‘of other employers of labour. Then, so long as 
there is a superabundance of capital, and a difficulty to obtain 
employment, there will be ten or twenty applicants for each farm 
as it becomes vacant, and the steward of the landholder will con- 
tinue to select the individuals who have the largest capital to invest, 
and who offer the highest rent. This practice is general at the 
present time; and when it is so, the wonder is the farmers will 
not see that the only remedy for this ruinous competition among 
them is to co-operate in every way in their power to increase 
the demand for labeas and the chances of profitable employment ; 
which never can permanently take place so long as there is an 
insufficient supply of food for all classes of the community. 

Mr Gladstone seems to be in doubt as to the true theory 
rent. But if it is not understood at the 
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Board of Trade, 
is believed there are few practical farmers who hesitate 
say that the rent which the landholder can always obtain is 
the excess of the value of the produce beyond the expense of 
cultivation, including the usual allowance for wear and tear of 
horses and implements, casualties, and the ordinary profit to the 
farmer ; and that if the landholder receives less, then the tenant 
has been favoured ; and if he receives more, that the tenant has 
been unfairly dealt with. Any other doctrine of rent is specula- 
tive nonsense. 

Arthur Young, the well-known Secretary of the Board of 
Agriculture, and servant of the landholders, had no difficulty in 
determining the practical doctrine of rent. Tle states, in his 
Survey of Lincoln, 1797, page 47, that the fairest mode of eal- 
culating the rent of land is to allow 12 per cent. on a fair ca- 
pital, leaving the rest of the produce to the landholder as rent. 
In his Suffolk, 1804, page 31, he says, “ The old estimate, here 
as elsewhere, was that the produce amounted to three rents ; but 
for many years past that idea has been utterly erroneous ;—was 
he (the farmer) now to make no more, he would soon be in gaol.”’ 





Again, at page 16, he says,—‘‘ The only safe and unobjectionable 
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way of estimating the rent of land is to deduct the expense, the 
tithe, taxes, rates, allowances for wear and tear, &c., and 10 per 
cent. on his capital ; the remainder is for rent, and the farmer 
cannot afford to pay one penny more.” In his Survey of Kent, 
1804, page 15, there is a note appended, and signed J. C., that 
states,— Rent may perhaps be generally allowed to be one- 
fifth nearly of the produce.’ The proportion of rent in Kent 
was no doubt less than in most other counties, in consequence of 
the higher wages generally paid ; but notwithstanding, Boys, in 
the second edition of his View of Kent says,— Since the pub- 
lication of the former edition of this work (1796) rents have in- 
creased, and in some instances enormously, particularly in rich 
soils, and in the neighbourhood of market towns.” —Dage 39. 

When such is the practical doctrine of rent, of what conse- 
quence is it to the farmer whether the average price of wheat is 
56s. or 36s. per quarter, so long as the total produce defrays the 
expense of cultivation, and can pay sixpence an acre as rent ? 

Claridge, in 1793, states, in his account of Dorset, that the rent 
of land had rapidly increased of late years, and that “ about 
most of the towns the lands let at a high price. Pasture land 
for convenience from 40s. to 50s. per acre, and arable land at 
about 30s. ;” and, in 1812, Stevenson, in his Dorset, page 93-5, 
states that the rent of land had increased considerably in the 
last twenty years, the rent then being 60s., 40s., 30s., to 12s., or 
10s. the acre, exclusive of tithe. And who gained by this extra- 
ordinary increase in the rent of land since about 1780—the Dorset 
landholders, farmers, or labourers? The question was answered 
by Claridge in 1793. He stated that the practice of claim- 
ing a third of the produce as rent had led to wide-spread ruin, 
and swept away all the smaller farmers, and reduced them to the 
condition of labourers on the borders of destitution, who by 
“strength or ingenuity, or the most indefatigable industry, were 
searcely able to supply their families with the common neces- 
saries of life ; and the moment their activity ceased they became 
paupers.”” The desolation produced is thus described :—“ In 
many —— of Dorset one man occupies a whole hamlet, parish, 
or lor¢ ship, perhaps from 1,500 to 2,000 acres, which I fear has 
been too frequently made by laying five or six farms together, 
and thereby striking a fatal blow at the little farmer, who is one 
of the most useful members of society.”-—Page 24. 

Those who doubt that the landholders are the only parties, 
with an occasional exception, who are doubly, or rather trebly, 
benefited by high prices, know little about practical agriculture, 
or the effect of a scarcity of food on the rate of wages and profit. 
Common sense ought to enable them to discover that the sale of 
a less quantity defrays the expense of cultivation, and the usual 
allowance to the farmer, leaving a larger quantity to be given as 
rent, which sold at a high price doubles or trebles the rent that 
could be obtained at a low price. And yet hereditary legislators 
deny that high prices are maintained for their benefit. 

It is a defect in vur constitutional law that legislators cannot 
be impeached for incapacity, or prevented from voting in the 
making of laws to increase the value of their lands. The con- 
stitution, or the system that goes under that name, provides that 
no taxation bills can originate in the House of Lords, or be altered 
when sent there. That right was originally granted, and is now 
claimed of common right, by the Commons as a means of prevent- 
ing the Lords from exempting their lands from taxation ; but 
how utterly useless have been the existing constitutional forms 
to prevent the landocracy from so acting towards the rest of their 
fellow subjects—not only in enacting laws to exempt themselves 
from taxation, but also to increase their incomes, and to reduce 
those who live on their lands to a condition analogous to slavery. 

The principle on which farmers, or others for them, have gene- 
rally calculated the expense of cultivation, is erroneous. For in- 
stance, they estimate the expense on an acre of wheat, barley, 
oats, or beans, and say they lose by the one and gain by the other. 
A farmer ought not to lose on any crop, unless he is over rented. 
The Scotch farmers examined in 1836, before the committee on 
agricultura! distress, did not state such nonsense. They called 
these estimates a deception, and said it was unfair to take the 
expense upon the wheat crop alone, because a part of it went into 
all the crops during the rotation ; and that the true way is to cal- 
culate the expense of all the crops in the rotation, and to make 
each crop bear a proportion of the expense according to its value. 
Nothing can be more just and simple than such a mode of eulti- 
vation. On that principle the results as stated last week, in the 
ease of Mr Howden, were obtained—namely, that the landholder 
the Earl of Haddington, receives 10s. 10d. in the pound of the 
value of the disposable produce, leaving 9s. 2d. in the pound to 
defray the expense of cultivation, and to pay the tenant for his 
services and the use of his capital. ; 

The editor of the Morning Posi, and other pretended friends 
of the farmers, will say that whatever may be the proportion of 
rent obtained by the landholders of Scotland, a very different 
proportion is received in England. But such isnot the fact ; the 
writer has lying before him the particulars of a farm in Kent, 
which shows that in 1842 all charges were defrayed at 29s. 2d. 
the quarter for wheat, and oats and beans in proportion, including 
4s. 5d. the quarter for tithe, also the county, highway, poor oad 
church rates, and the profit of the farmer; and that 28s. the 
quarter must be paid as rent during the continuance of the lease, 
unless the farmer can produce more than five quarters of wheat, 


five quarters of beans, and eight quarters of oats per acre. and 
obtain more than 5/. per acre for his meadow land, which most 
farmers will consider doubtful. 

We trust these statements will lead farmers to estimate for 
themselves the rent on the produce sold by them, when they cannot 
fail to be convinced that “ protection to agriculture ’’ means pro- 
tection to rent. 





IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, arch 18. 

The attention of the house was Cirected by Lord Dexman to 

Stavery iN cue Univen Srares, who adverted to the case of the 
individual condemned to death in Louisiana for aiding a slave to make 
his escape, and expressed a hope that the feeling which prevailed in 
England, and over Europe, would reach the United States in time to 
prevent the infliction of a punishment so utterly disproportioned to the 


alleged offence. 

‘Turer-anp-a-Hlatr ver Crents.—The Earl of Rirvon proposed the 
second reading of the government measure for the reduction of the 
which gave Lord Brougham and Lord 
their satisfaction with the 
principle of it, the latter remarking that “he hoped that the present 
reduction, which effected a saving of 1,200,000. a year, would enable 
income tax at the time promised, His 


three-and-a-half per cents., 


Monteagle an opportunity ot expressing 


the governinent to take off th 
lordship also, in the course of hi 
duction made, and capable of being made, on our national debt :-— 


remarks, enlarged on the great re 


“The reduction which had taken place since the peace in the actual 
burden of the national debt was far beyond what had been foreseen by 
those writers who declared the burden could not be reduced. The re- 
ductions made, and which might be made within a period which many of 
their lordships might expect to live to see, were as follows :— 


Annuities for terms expiring between 1844 and L864 £:2,506,529 





Annuities for lives 831,665 
£3,338,194 
Bank of England dead weight annuity 585,740 
£3,923,934 
Saving on interest of funded debt from 1822 to 1850 2,700,000 


£6,623,934 
The success of the experiment proved the credit of this couutry to an in- 
finitely greater extent than if they had kept up an immense amount of 
taxation for the purpose of keeping up @ sinking fund. If they had kept 
up a sinking fund of 5,000,000/. or 6,000,000/. a year, they could not have 
operated such an amount of reduction with the same certainty.” 

The bill was then read a second time, and ordered to be read a third 
time on the following day. 

Tue Intsu Cuurcu.—Earl Firzwiitam presented a petition signed 
by the chairman of a great public meeting, which had been held at 
Glasgow, praying the house to inquire into and redress the grievance: 
of Ireland,—referring particularly to the church. His lordship, with- 
out coneurring in the wish that that church should be entirely destroyed, 
eularged on the necessity of its being reformed and made efficient. 

The Duke of Wettinetor deprecated discussion on great subjects 
while merely presenting a petition to the house. Moreover— 

“ He (the Duke of Wellington) would take that opportunity of warning 
their lordships against these doctrines being introduced in the house, and 
begged them to observe and beware how they were introduced in that 
house. At the period of the union the parliament of Ireland, when it 
had the power either to consent to the union or to refuse their consent to 
that measure, stipulated that the Protestant church in Lreland should be 
maintained, and maintained upon the same footing on which the Protes- 
tant church was maintained in this country. (Hear.) The Protestant par- 
liament of Ireland had then, under the auspices of the king of this country, 
the power of making or not making that compact, and ae made it 
Their lordships had entered into that compact with the parliament of 
Ireland, and he entreated them never to lose sight of that fact, and not to 
be prevailed upon to consent to any attack upon it, or tomake any altera- 
tion, or depart in the smallest degree from their compact, so long as they 
meant that there should be a union between this country and Ireland. 
That was the foundation upon which the union rested.” 

The Bishop of Exeter warmly eulogised “the most valuable speech 
of the noble duke;” and ventured to prophesy that nothing but a 
revolution could change the position of the Irish church.— Adjourned 

Tue ilay, March 19. 

The three-and-a-half per cent. annuities bill was read a third time.— 
Lord Camoys presented a petition from the Roman Catholics of Paisley, 
complaining of the exclusion of Roman Catholics from the jury on the 
late state trial in Dublin; and the house adjourned to Thursday 

Thu sday, March 21. 

Tue Turer-anp-a-Hatr per Certs. bill was made the subject of a 
short discussion by Lord Camresz.t, inquiring why the royal assent had 
not been given to it.—The Lord Cijancecior explained that the assent 
would be given to it on the following day, and mentioned that only three 
notices of dissent had been received from public creditors; at which 
Lord Monreacte expressed his surprise, for he thought the measure 
very advantageous to the creditors. 

Ingtanp.—The Marquis of Normaney presented some petitions 
alleging neglect of duty and misappropriation of funds, on the part of 
the board of charitable bequests, Ireland, also condemnatory of the 
late trials; and the Marquis of Laxpspowxe intimated his intention of 
drawing their lordships’ notice, on Friday next, to the method of com- 
posing juries, pursued by the officers of the crown in that country 

Eccrestasticat Courts Bitt.—The Lord Cuaxcertok moved the 
second reading of the bill for improving the practice of the Ecclesiastical 
Courts in England and Wales. His lordship gave a summary of the 
former proceedings connected with that question, commencing with the 
year 1829, when a commission of inquiry was instituted, and a report 





laid before the house, without producing any legislative measure ; other 
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committees had been subsequently appointed, but no practical result had 
followed. Last year a bill had been introduced by a member of her Ma- 
jesty’s government; but though carried on the second reading, it was found 
impossible to proceed with it. This was the measure which he now 
conceived it necessary to introduce to their lordships. The learned lord 
then proceeded to recount the provisions of the bill—viz., the consoli- 
dation of the arches and the prerogative courts in the provinces of Can- 
terbury and York, the continuance of the diocesan courts, and the aboli- 
tion of the peculiars. ‘There were also one or two minor provisions, 
such as the jurisdiction to be applied to donative livings, and that which 
related to tithes. He also referred briefly to the laws relating to the 
probate of wills, which he thought would be remedied at the least incon- 
venience by the abolition of the peculiars. 

Lord Brougham and the Bishop of London approved of the measure 
as the best that existing circumstances allowed to be passed. Lords 
Cottenham and Campbell opposed it warmly, and expressed their asto- 
nishment at the motives which had induced ministers to abandon their 
bill of last session 
mitted on Tuesday next.—House adjourned 


It was read a second time, and ordered to be com- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 

Monday, March 18. 
No business of importance came before the house this night till the 
ApsourNED Depsare on Ht 3IL1,.—Mr 


FACTORIES WaAkBURTON Was 


the first speaker. He controverted some of the allegations of tact con 
tained in Lord Ashley’s speech, and took pains to show that fac tory 
labour was not necessarily unhealthy or immoral, and he asked the 


house if morality were to be the reasons for parliamentary interference 
with any branch of industry, where were we to stop? He counselled 
them rathe) to open our ports, and set trade and commerce free ; and 
though the result would not be precisely the annihilation of manulac- 
turing distress, or the abolition of all misery amongst our working popu- 
lation, it would be a femedy for our social condition infinitely more 
vational and beneficial than a ten hours bill. 

Mr Beckett, Sir George Gray, Mr MacGeachy, Mr Colquhoun, Mr 
Fielden, Mr Hindley, Lord John Russell, and others spoke in favour of 
limiting the number of working hours to ten; while Sir James Graham, 
Mr Labouchere, Sir Robert Peel, and Mr Collett, were the only 
speakers on the other side. The principal argument of those who 
spoke in favour of Lord Ashley’s amendment was, that twelve hours’ 
continuous labour was more than the human frame could bear without 
injury ; and the argument of the other side was that, while that could 
not be denied, our manufacturers were too keenly pressed by foreign 
competitors at present to make any relaxation in the hours of labour of 
those whom they employ without also making a reduction in wages to a 
proportionate extent doubted whether that would be looked 
upon as desirable even by the working classes themselves; and the 
urgent necessity ol cheapened food wa ittention of 
ministers by tho 


and it was 


pre sed on the 
» who usually oppose them, but in this measure 


agre 
with them. 

Sir J. Grauam went into details, in order to show that the dif. 
ference between ten and twelve hours’ labour would involve a diminu- 


tion of twenty-five per cent, on wages ind declared hi strong convic- 
tion that nothing would be more fatal than the adoption of a proposition 
vhich, under the of diminishing daily toil by two hours, 


would reduce the returns on capital, lower the remuneration for labour, 


appearance 


and affect the whole social comfort and convenience of the working 
classes If it were a mere matter of wish and feeling, he would join 
with Lord Ashley in desiring that no female might hereafter enter the 
walls of a factory. and in the 
artificial and highly complicated state of our commercial system, re- 
sembling as it did a house of cards, which could not be touched without 
bringing down the whole fabric, any departure from sound policy would 
be a precedent of the most dangerous nature. 

“That house was probably the most highly-educated assembly in the 
civilized world—they fully understood these matters in alli their bearings, 
and all their interests and effects; and, as legislators, they were bound to 
weigh them well. (Hear, hear.) It was the duty, more especially, of 
every government to weigh all these considerations; and every govern- 
ment which had weighed them had taken the course he was now recom- 
mending to the house. (Hear, hear.) In his estimation a fearful responsi- 
bility was connected with this question—the ruin of the country appeared 
involved in it; and he, for one, was not disposed to share in the responsi- 
bility he should incur by supporting the proposal of the noble lord. 

He was convinced a measure more injurious to the working community, 
more injurious to the peace and blessings of civilized life in that commu 

nity, and more fatal to the real interests of that class, could not be adopted 

His noble friend the member for Liverpool had declared his object to be 
to equalize labour—that he was desirous to place factory labour on the 
same footing throughout the kingdom. That was a most ominous warning. 
(Hear, hear.) [f this was but a small step taken to deal with the whole 
labour of this great community, he (Sir J. Graham) must say that a more 
disastrous course of legislation never had been entered upon, ( Hear. ) 
His noble friend had said he wished to equalize the distribution of labour, 
and that legislation had tended to that end. Now, any gentleman prac- 
tically acquainted with the subject would say whether, although the 
legislature in 1835 might, to a certain extent, have protected children, 
and secured young persons against excessive labour, legislation had, 
therefore, tended to equalize the distribution of labour. He (Sir J. 
Graham ) asserted, on the contrary, that it had had a directly contrary 
effect. The effect had been to drive children from that kind of labour 
which had been legislated upon to other labour in the immediate vicinity 
which had not been touched by legislation. He had been informed that 
45,000 children were employed in printing; these they worked without 
limitation of time—fifteen hours a day, even night labour was not pro- 
hibited.” 

Sir James concluded with a warning against 
seems to have excited much attention : 


“ He would conclude,” he said, “ with a few general remarks. He thought 
that in politics, as well as in morals, retributive justice was clearly per- 
ceptible. He had never yet seen a wide departure from the principles of 


But we could not legislate on feeling ; 


restrictions, which 


sound legislation which had not, sooner or later, produced confusion (hear, 
hear, and cheers)—created inextricable confusion. 
He might be taunted—he cared not for the taunt. 


(Cheers and laughter. ) 
He was decidedly of 
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opinion that such a departure from the sound principles of legislation 
must create confusion, construct a labyrinth of error from which there was 
no escape, and which must, in the long run, produce evils—formidable 
evils—difliculties not impoesible to regulate, but fatal to those whose benefit 
had been originally intended.” 

Mr Lasoucnenr lamented to see the powerful opposition which the 
yovernment had to encounter, and would give them what assistance 
he could by his voice and his vote. He believed that twelve hours of 
work were more than could be good for the individual, but in all hu- 
man things good and evil were mixed, and the resolve must be taken 
upon the balance. The manufactures of England were closely pressed 
by foreign competition, and he believed there was no foreign country in 
which the working hours were not at least twelve per day—none in 
which the state had imposed any limitation. It would be a fearful 
thing to put a stop to our trade by cutting down our means of compe- 
tition with foreigners. We maintained in this country, wisely or un- 
wisely, various protections; but we had no means of protecting our 
manufacturers, and we ought to be cautious how we endangered their 
industry. 

Sir R. Peer enlarged on the sure injury which Lord Ashley’s propo- 
sal would do to those whom he meant to benefit. 

“ The declared value of last year’s exports in our principal manufactures 

was 44,000,0001,, and 35,000,0001. of these were of the classes which the 
proposed reduction would go to effect. It had been said that prices would 
rise, and so enable the masters to keep up wages. True; but that rise of 
prices on your produce would be just so much advantage to the foreign 
competitor; his competition would bring your prices down again, and with 
them wages would come down too. I[f he thought that the effect of the 
proposal would be to increase the comforts of the working people, he should 
be favourable to it; but he could not anticipate such a result. He was 
told to disregard commerce in a question of humanity, but he felt himself 
bound to regard commerce by reason of the way in which humanity was 
affected by it. He could not forget the sufferings of 15,000 people at 
Paisley in 1842 from the depression of commerce. When times were bad, 
the mannfacturer was expected to keep his peorie at work, though at low 
wages to them, and perhaps at a loss to him; when demand revived, and 
there was a chance both for master and labourer to fetch up the loss, your 
law would interpose and forbid them from redeeming themselves.” 
It was a mistake, the right hon. baronet said, to suppose that a day's la- 
bour lasted longer in factory employment than in employments of other 
kinds. But the evils affecting labour elsewhere were said to form no 
reason against relieving labour in factories. Yes; because if the le- 
gislature interfered as to one employment and left another free, a pre- 
mium, an unequal advantage, was given upon the latter. He then 
enumerated several kinds of labour performed elsewhere than in faeto- 
ries, and described some appalling hardships in each. If, indeed, this 
proposal were intended but as the commencement of legislation against 
all hardships and for all labour, he could understand it; but it was not 
just to interfere with labour of one kind unless you could regulate la- 
bour of all kinds, agricultural and domestic labour included, which was 
beyond the reach of any human legislation. And believing that the 
measure of the government—the limitation to twelve hours—was all 
that could be safely effected, he could not, and he would not, however 
his fee lings night tempt him, consent to the motion of the noble lord. 

Lord J. Russets. announced his of supporting Lord 
Ashley’s amendment. Lord Ashley’ speech, he said, had not convinced 
him; ‘but the speeches of other gentlemen practically acquainted with 
the subject had He had been much struck with the fact that masters, 
practical men, were petitioning for a ten hours bill. As to the argu- 
ment of Sir R. Peel, it went too far for his own purpose, for it went to 


intention 


show the unfitness of any legislation :-— 

“If arestriction was necessary for the physical and moral health of 
women and young persons, it was no sufficient objection to that restric- 
tion that its effect would be to restrict also the labour of adult males; 
the principle of restriction, if once adopted, ought to be followed out 
in a manner effectual for the health of its objects. After all, however, 
the best mode of relieving the working people would be to remove the 
laws which excluded their food.” 

On a division, there were—for the amendment (ten hours), 179; for 


the original clause (twelve hours), 170: majority against govern- 
ment, 9. 
Mr Courerr then moved the substitution of the word “six” for 


“eight” o’clock in the second clause ; and the committee again divided, 
affirming, by P 
journed 


a majority ol eight, its pre i0u decision,— House ad- 
March 19. 

Among the preliminary business of to-night was a short discussion on 
Lorp AsuLery’ AMENDMENT Facronies Birrt.—Lord 


Tuesday, 


ON THE 


AsuLey, in answer toa question from Mr Labouchere, asking his lord- 
s intention respecting the amendment, stated the nature of the clause 





which he intended to propose 


on Friday in order to carry out the vote 
ot the 


house on the pre vious night, affirming the expediency ol restrict- 
ing factory labour to ten hours daily In order to meet, as far as he 
the views of those opposed to him, he proposes that no alteration 
shall take place till the first of October next, and that after that period 
the limitation shall be only eleven hours for two years—thus giving 
ample time to prepare for the experiment of ten hours 

Sir J. Granam intimated that the government were determined to 
oppose it to the utmost; nothing would induce them to accede to any 
deviation from the period of twelve hours 

irr Magesty’s Rerorrep Visit ro Bertry.—Sir R. Pert, in auswer 
toa question put by Captain Rous, said he was not aware of there being 
any foundation for the rumour that her Majesty intends to pay a visit to 
the King of Prussia at Berlin in the month of May next 

Commerciat Treaties.—Mr Ricarvo brought on his motion respect- 
ing commercial treaties. He moved :— 

“ That an humble address be presented to her Majesty, praying that 
her Majesty will be graciously pleased to give directions to es servants 
not to enter into any negotiations with foreign powers which would make 
any contemplated alterations of the tariff of the United Kingdom con- 
tingent on the alteration of the tariffs of other countries; and humbly 
expressing to her Majesty the opinion of this house, that the great object 
of relieving the commercial intercourse between this country and foreign 


can, 
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nations from all injurious restrictions will be best promoted by regulating 
our own customs duties as may be most suitable to the financial and com- 
mercial interests of this country, without reference to the amount of duties 
which foreign powers may think it expedient for their own interests to 
levy on British goods.” 

The honourable member dwelt on the inutility of all our recent com- 
mercial diplomacy, and contended that our objects might be as effec- 
tually attained by judicious legislation with respect to our imports as 
by intricate negotiations with respect to our exports. He reviewed 
vur recent fruitless negotiations with other countries, for the purpose 
of effecting treaties of commercial reciprocity with Portugal, with 
Spain, with France, with Brazil, and dwelt on the futility of the old 
diplomatic conventionalities which insisted on peculiar facilities being 
granted to “the most favoured nations,” which frequently brought us 
into difficult and awkward positions, as in the case of our recent treaty 
with America, by which we admitted the product of Maine as if it 
were colonial. He noticed a recent declaration of opinion made by 
M. Guizot, in the French chamber, to the effect that commercial treaties 
were delusions, and that every nation should concern itself only with 
its own tariff! ‘The honourable gentleman commented on it, and con- 
cluded thus :— 

“ Now, if this was true, as to the intentions of France, and he saw no 
reason to doubt it, seeing that the statement came from the prime minister 
of that country, he thought no one could blame him for bringing forward 
the present motion, and for calling upon government to adopt those means 
for extending our own commercial relations, which it had in its power, 
rather than to endeavour to obtain the same object by means over which 
they had had no control. The attempt to induce other countries to lower 
their duties upon our goods by increasing the import duties upon their 
produce was most absurd. It was, in fact, increasing the impediments to 
an extension of our commerce with those countries. If a country imposed 
aduty of 40 per cent. upon our commodities, that 40 per cent. was the 
obstacle in the way of our trade with that country; but if, in retaliation, 
we imposed an equal amount of duty upon our produce, the obstacles to 
our trade with that country were raised from 40 to 80 per cent. by our own 
act. Therefore every step they took in that course would tend more and 
more to deteriorate and limit our commercial relations with foreign 
countries. The prejudicial effect of those reciprocal commercial treaties 
was shown by the fact that our trade with Russia was greater than with 
the Brazils, when we had what was called a favourable commercial treaty. 
Strange as it might appear, our imports from Russia amounted to not less 
than five millions annually, while our exports were not more than 
1,600,0007. It was true, that the balance between the import and export 
must be paid by this country in some way or other, and he might be told 
that we should be driven to the ruinous alternative of paying it in gold. 
But even if we were, he apprehended no danger, for a profitable trade 
might be carried on in gold as well as in any other commodity. We must 
buy it before we could sell it, and if they could do so with a profit, where 
was the objection? But, in point of fact, we did not export bullion to 
Russia in payment of the excess of our imports over our exports from that 
country. He found that our exports to Russia, of articles the produce of 
our foreign markets; in 1841, were—cotton, 8,098,735 Ibs.; indigo, 
1,279,608 Ibs. ; cochineal, 230,854 lbs.; coffee, 439,364 lbs.; sugar, 84,606 


ewts.; wine, 46,911 gals.; rum, 50,337 gals.; besides a great variety of | 


other articles, all exported out of our bonded warehouses here, having 
been received from the countries where they were produced, to pay for the 
purchase of our goods, and thus promoting further demand for our manu- 
factures. This was what was termed the triangular system of import, and 
the transaction was perfectly simpie. We imported from Russia, and paid 
for those imports by the produce of the Brazils and other foreign countries 
which we obtained in exchange for our cotton, woollen, and other manu- 
factures; so that our payments to Russia were made by the goods of those 
foreign countries, through our bonded warehouses, and paid for by our 
manufactures. He hoped his motion would not be met with the objection 
that it was a mere abstract theory. They must deal in abstract proposi- 
tions before they could arrive at practical results. The steam engine and 
the spinning jenny had once been abstract theories. (Hear, hear.) If 
they could not find ministers bold enongh to carry out those principles 
which would tend to abolish restrictions which crippled trade, they might 
bid adieu to the greatness and prosperity which this country had so long 
enjoyed. He hoped that the right honourable baronet would not content 
himself with contemplating the present moment of prosperity, but that 
he would look back on the years of adversity which had passed, and in- 
quire whether the same causes from which that adversity had arisen were 
not still in operation, and whether the probability was not that they would 
be followed by equally lamentable results. (Hear, hear.) The right hon. 
the president of the board of trade had on a former occasion asked him 
(Mr Ricardo) if he desired a circular should be sent off to every British 
minister accredited to a foreign court, desiring him to stop any negotia- 
tions that might be going on for effecting commercial treaties. And he 
would now say that if that were done, it would, in his opinion, save much 
unnecessary trouble. (Hear, hear.) It was, perhaps, not too late to send 
it now; and if the right hon. gentleman should decide upon sending such 


a circular, he hoped he would add to it instructions to our ambassadors to | 


tell foreign powers that Great Britain was at length aware of the delusion 
she had so long laboured under; that she now knew she could not sell 
without buying, or buy without selling; and that, in consuming the pro- 
ductions of foreign countries, she was, in fact. merely consuming her own 
produce in an altered shape (hear, hear); that the markets of England 
were now open to the nations of the world for the exchange of that which 
they needed the most, for that which we could produce most cheap. (Hear, 
bear.) The hon. member, in conclusion, begged to submit the motion he 
had already read.” 

Mr Ewart having seconded the motion in a short speech, 

Mr Gtansronr opposed it, * on the general ground that it was highly 
impolitic and impracticable to lay down abstract propositions which 
would preclude us from availing ourselves of whatever cireumstances 
might arise.” Ife did not, he said, undervalue the difficulties attending 
negotiations for commercial treaties ; but he denied the doctrine which 
affirmed that under no circumstances should we regulate our import 
duties with reference to the proceedings of other nations. ‘There were 
conceivable cases in which reductions in the import duties of one country 
might be an inducement to another to make similar reductions, which 
would prove exceedingly beneficial to both—a principle strongly present 
to the minds of those who were recently labouring to effect a commercial 
arrangement with France. Unless, therefore, all commercial treaties, 
such as the one made by Mr Pitt with France, were proved to be utterly 
useless, the aduption of the motion would tie up our hands, and be ex- 





ceedingly inconvenient, even though the government could not at pre- 
sent hold out sanguine hopes of effecting commercial arrangements with 
other countries. 

Lord Howick contrasted Mr Gladstone's adinission of the difficulties 
attending the negotiation of treaties with his determination not to give 
up negotiating them. ‘The proposition now before the house was a 
practical and not an abstract one. But the word “ abstract,” in the 
government sense of it, seemed to mean what was right in itself, but 
inconvenient in respect of particular interests too strong to be con- 
travened by ministers. Notwithstanding the advances which the govern 
ment had made in free trade, they appeared to him (Lord Howick ) 
unable to get rid of the old mereantile theory of the balance of trade— 
a principle which looked to exports exclusively. Now, imports were 
the true measure of a beneficial commerce ; it was not by what we gave, 
but by what we got, that we became rich; and every additional in 
ducement held out to imports from other countries must necessarily 
enlarge our trade and commerce, No man could doubt that this was 
the real opinion of government ; and so far it really appeared that they 
were entirely agreed; the only difference between us is reduced to this — 
first, is it expedient, even for a short time, to submit to the ineon- 
venience of imposing restrictions on our trade, in the hope of getting 
other countries to join with us in taking off excessive imposts ; and 
next, should we not, with the means which this country has in its power 
to use, place the trade between this and other nations on that footing on 
which we all agree it should rest ? 

“ Now, it appears to me,” said his lordship, “ if you admit that, as a per- 
manent system, it is inexpedient to punish yourselves by high duties be- 
cause others impose them, it is hardly possible to avoid the conclusion 
that you ought at once to make the change. (Cheers.) Inthe first place, 
time isa material element in the case. If you admit that this system of 
punishing yourselves by high duties is unwise permanently to continue, 1 
ask you, how can you reject, even for a day, what you must feel to be a 
relief—the power of obtaining employment for your own population, under 
the vague expectation that other countries will join you in establishing 
more perfect freedom of trade? (Cheers.) It seems to me this mistake 
arises from a misconception as to the relative advantage of restriction ou 
imports and exports. Her Majesty’s government, with all the progress 
they have made in confirming the doctrines of free trade, seem still not 
thoroughly to have shaken off the trammels of the old notiou, that the ex- 
port trade was alone advantageous, and that what, in old language, wees 
called the ‘favourable balance of trade,’ was the grand desideratum ; 
because, though it is obvious that, for the Jast three-quarters of a century, 
the old mercantile theory of the advantage of a balance in the precious 
metals has to the mind of every educated man been completely exploded, 
still some of the conventional language and the notions of policy arising 
out of that theory do most fatally hang about the minds of statesmen, and 

| influence the conduct of nations. (Cheers.) We still seem to think that 
our exports alone are really advantageous. Now, I entirely concur with 
the honourable gentleman behind me, who has shown that our import 
trade is valuable on this ground—that in the proportion in which we 
bring into this the goods of other countries, we advance the consumption 
of our own population. Your export trade, no doubt, is valuable; but 
it is important only in this sense, as a means of enabling you to obtain 
imports. If in any other sense than as a means of increasing our 
import trade, our export trade were valuable, of course your ex- 
ports to Africa—where the savages who buy them, would be too 
happy to take your goods, provided only you were not so unreasonable 
as to ask for payment (a laugh)—might be as advantageous as any we 
have. But it is because they have nothing with which to pay us: because 
they are poor, barbarous, and in the miserable state of savages, in com- 
parison with the great nations in our neighbourhood—that is the reason 
why that trade—rising as it is in importance, as the great continent which 
furnishes it is beginning to improve—has hitherto been of trifling value 
compared with that which we carry on with the great nations of the world. 
But if this position be true—if our export trade is only valuable as the 
means of ensuring us the imports we desire to obtain—is it not a most 
extraordinary course of policy, that we should refuse to receive imports 
because we are not quite certain that there may not be a difficulty here- 
after in providing the means of payment? (Cheers. )” 

His lordship admitted the inconvenience to us of high tariffs in other 
countries, but that was no reason why we should of our own accord 
punish ourselves still farther by the imposition of prohibitory or high 
protective duties in return, for in effect we always punished ourselves 
more than others by such regulations. Every minister since the peace, 
from Mr Canning to Sir R. Peel, had tried to negotiate commercial 
treaties, and the result of all our vast laborious trifling was, that we 
were worse off, and stood on worse terms with other countries than 
when we began. Very different would have been the result had we, in 
1815, boldly adopted the policy now pressed on the house, Better late 
than never; let us now set the example to other nations; at once pro- 
claim that we require no farther commercial stipulations; and arranging 
our own financial policy on a liberal and wise system, without reference 
to what other countries may do, we would find at once its advantage in 
the extension of our trade, and great commercial prosperity. Our con- 
| dition latterly had improved ; but the facility which the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer had found in the reduction of the three-and-a-half per 
cents. showed that the rate of profit was down to the lowest point— 
that capital and labour were alike struggling. There was the same 
pressure on the springs of industry which Mr Huskisson on a former 
| occasion had described—a pressure arising from the limitation of the 
| field of employment by restrictive laws; and the present moment was 
therefore peculiarly fitting for the adoption of the motion. 


Sir J. Wanmer had no exclusive faith in reciprocity. Sut he 
| argued that a direct was more beneficial than a circuitous trade, which 
| had to beat about from country to country, and that it was impolitic 
to undervalue the advantages of commercial treaties, looking to the 
importance of extending our commerce. 

Mr Heme had no objection to an equal-sided reciprocity treaty, if 
it could be got. But he objected to the sacrifice of the interests of 
this country to delays like these. While he was speaking, a motion 
was made that the house be ceunted, and forty members not being pre- 
sent (there were thirty-nine), an adjournment took place, 

Wednesday, March 20. 
The house sat only for a short time this evening. 
Mr Packineron’s county cdéroners bill passed through committee 
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with a few trifling alterations, and was ordered to be printed as 
amended. ‘ 

Mr W. Mires moved the farther consideration of the master and 
servants bill in committee. The power given to justices of the peace 
to interfere in the settlement of contracts was very much objected to. 

Mr Duncomse ; 

“ Apprehended that the bill would interfere with avery ada in- 
terest, the pitmen and colliers of the north, At present, w hen ¢ isputes 
as to contracts occurred, these men were brought before the petty sessions, 
which were partly composed of their own masters, and instances of abuse 
of power had occurred. Fifteen men had lately been brought ag eae 
don on habeus corpus, every one of whom had been dischar _— iis ri 
would give to one magistrate powers as great or greater than the petty 
sessions now possessed.” 

Sir J. Granam observed that there would be an opportunity of con- 
sidering this if the bill were postponed. ; 

The Chairman then reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again 
on Wednesday next. ; 

On the motion of Mr Wattace, the night poaching prevention bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to be committed on Monday.— 

Adjourned. 

; Thursday, March 2). 

During a short sitting to-night the Iris Srare Trias were once 
more brought under notice by Mr Wysr, who presented a petition from 
members of the Repeal Association of Ireland, comprising a great pro- 
portion of the corporate bodies, praying for inquiry. The petition, 
which was stated to contain upwards of 821,000 signatures, was a vast 
pile, approaching, though of course not rivalling, in bulk the celebrated 
Chartist petition, and was born to the table with considerable difficulty. 
Its prayer was read at length by the clerk ; and Mr W YSE gave notice 
of a motion that the petition be printed, with the view of calling atten- 
tion to its allegations. 

Iurvort Devies.—Mr Ewanr moved 

“That it is indispensable to the maintenance and extension of the trade 

of this country, that those duties be repealed which press on the raw ma- 
terials of manufacture, especially the raw materials of the woollen and 
cotton trade: that it is expedient also that those duties be greatly reduced 
which press on articles of interchange in return for our manufactures ; 
especially such articles of interchaange as, at the same time, concern 
the subsistance of the people; being (besides corn, which is the subject 
of superior and separate consideration ) such articles as tea, sugar, coffee, 
bacon, butter, and cheese: that it is expedient that those duties also 
be greatly reduced which, by their amount, encourage smuggling ; being 
at once injurious to the revenue and dangerous to the mortality of the 
country; such as the duties on tobacco, silk goods, and foreign spirits : 
that whatever temporary deficiency of reveuue be caused by such redue- 
tion, until the revenue regain its former amount, to be sustained by the 
present and not by the trade and labour of the country. 
But the honourable member had proceeded but 
illustrating and enforcing the justice of his proposition, when “it 
moved that the house be counted,” and only thirty-eight members being 
present they adjourned. 


a very short way in 
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FACTORIES AND THE FACTORY SYSTEM. 
Factories and the Fuctory System; from Parliamentary Docu- 

ments and Personal Examination. By W. Cooke Taylor, LL.D. 

How, I'lcet street. . 

“The principle of a factory,” Dr Taylor says, in the work now 
before us (and which appears very opportunely ), “is, that each 
labourer working separately, is controlled by some associating 
principle which directs his producing powers to effecting a com- 
mou result, which it is the object of all collectively to attain. 
Factories are therefore a result of the universal tendency to as- 
sociation, which is inherent in our nature, and by the develop- 
ment of which every advance in human improvement and human 
happiness has been gained. They began when the first step 
was made in civilization, and they must continue until society 
itself is dissolved in barbarism.” In reference to this last ex- 
pression we would only remark, as no one will more readily ae- 
knowledge than Dr Taylor, that it is diffieult to conceive the 
possibility of modern society, whatever farther mutations or re- 
volutions it has to undergo, becoming dissolved in what we now 
eall “barbarism.” Such a fate is more than improbable—it is 
impossible. The factory system, thus defined, in its various 
ramifications, is the feature of the age which distinguishes modern 
from aucient times, itis the great guardian ofthe peace of the world, 
and is that element in society which makes progress its inevita- 
ble tendency. ‘They should be wise men then, indeed, who 
would attempt by laws to regulate so great a branch of human 
industry. Hitherto men nof too wise have been permitted to talk 
at random on the subject ; and at this very moment, if unmixed 
benevolence, or benevolence to any extent must be acknowledged 
to be at the bottom of their movements and purposes, it must also 
be admitted that they are hastening on to a crude legislation on 
what they do not understand. We write not here in defence of 
any system which entails labour upon human beings incompati- 
ble with health, happiness, and welfare. We jefe the fact 
that in every branch of human industry at the present moment 
in England, a pleasurable subsistence is a rarity—not the rule; 
and life is made a burden oftener than a blessing. ‘To detail all 
the causes of this state of things in few words is impossible. The 
principal of them are becoming too notorious almost to require 
to be named ; and men’s minds are now most in search for the 
remedy—that remedy, we apprehend will be found to be not in 
making new laws, but in repealing old. ‘The hand of industry 
should not be readily arrested by the power of the legislatiure. 
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It is the shackles already imposed which paralyze its strength 
and deprive it of its rights and just rewards. 

Without proceeding further in this strain we shall here now 
only enumerate the headings of the different chapters of Dr 
Taylor's clear, sensible, and judicious little volume, which will, 
to a considerable extent, show its general purport, and conclude 
with one or two extracts on a subject which et at present as- 
sumed great importance, promising to return to some of the 
other, though kindred, subjects, which, it will be seen, are here 
also discussed. ‘The contents are as follows:—*‘ The a 
of the phrase ‘factory system.’ The connexion between capita 
and the factory system ; factories and machinery ; infant labour ; 
the employment of women in factories; sanitary condition of the 
factory system; moral results of the factory system ; and factory 
legislation.”’ 

From the last named section we make extracts on 

TRADES UNIONS AND SHORT HOURS, 

“ The committees that govern unions but follow the law of nature 
stated by Leeber in his Political Ethics— Every man does too much 
of that which he has an exclusive right of doing ;’ legislators make too 
many laws; inspectors issue too many regulations ; and committees of 
delegates meddle with matters which they had much better let alone. 
The obedience which these committees received often exhibited scenes 
characteristic of the iron firmness and stern endurance of the English 
nation. When the contributions of those in work failed, such of the 
men as had laid by money in the days of their prosperity resorted to it 
for support; and thus the hard-earned savings of perhaps years of in- 
dustry were consumed in this hopeless warfare. Furniture, clothes, 
every article of comfort or convenience that their cottages contained, 
was then disposed of, and these unhappy victims of their own folly 
underwent a series of privations which would appear incredible to those 
who do not know the force of pride, and the enduring pertinacity with 
which the English working classes will not unfrequently remain, what 
they call, ‘true to each other.’ The feeling deserves praise, however 
we may lament its misdirected energy. The great object of trades- 
union legislation was to raise the rate of wages, and with this there 
was sometimes combined hostility to mechanical inventions which were 
supposed to interfere with manual labour. After several costly experi- 
ments, all of which ended in failure, a large portion of the unionists 
began to discover that the regulation of wages was a matter beyond 
their power, and they adopted a new and equally erroneous theory, 
that the object might be effeeted by the legislature of the country. 
The two principles on which they sought parliamentary interference 
may be thus stated :— 





* Virst,—'That the displacement of juvenile and female labour would 
create a demand for adult and male operatives, and that this new demand 
for labour would raise its price in the market. 

* Second,—'That a ten hours bill would render it necessary to erect 
about one-fifth more factories than exist at present, thus creating a new 
demand for labour, and raising its price in the market. ; 

“There can be no doubt that the legal abolition of juvenile and 
female labour would lead to a great demand for adult and male labour ; 
but for what kind of labourers would there be a demand? Clearly for 
that kind alone which was previously performed by females and young 
persons. Spinners would not be engaged to do the work of piecers at 
spinners’ wages; employers could not and would not pay for skill, 
strength, and intelligence to perform tasks in which these qualities are 
not necessary. As well might it be supposed that if women and chil- 
dren were prevented from working on farms that haymakers would 
receive the wages of mowers, and binders the wages of reapers. The 
demand, then, artificially created would not be for that kind of labour 
in which the Lancashire operatives can command the market, but for a 
species of labour in which they would have to compete with the whole 
mass of the unemployed population in Ireland, Wales, and the agrieul- 
tural districts of Scotland and England. From all these quarters there 
would be an immediate immigration into the manufacturing districts, 
which would not only swamp the newly-opened field of labour, but 
would, at no distant time, raise up a formidable host of competitors to 
the spinners themselves, so soon as the immigrants had become familiar 
with the training and the occupations of the factory. In order that 
any benefit should be derived from artificially producing a demand for 
labour, it would be necessary for those interested to have some means of 
controlling the supply. Now, there is scarcely a trade in England 
where the experiment of keeping up wages by limiting the supply of 
labour has not been tried, and tried ineffectually. Unless the whole 
nation combined in a trades union it would be impossible to prevent 
the starving and unemployed from migrating to any place which offered 
a chance of food and employment. ‘There are persons who would reply 
to this, that the masters ought not to employ these immigrants, but 
should abandon the principle of ‘buying labour in the cheapest mar- 
ket;’ and there is no doubt that this immigration, whether they en- 
couraged it or not, would be made the grounds of bitter invective 
against the capitalists and employers. This would be ona par with 
the attacks made on the farmers in the central counties for employing 
such labourers to cut down their harvests, just as if their refusal to take 
cheap laoour would prevent it from being employed by their noigh- 
bours. JVo legislative enactment could prevent this cumigration, and any 
combination of masters or men would be equally ineffectual. Hence it is 
evident that the abolition of juvenile and female labour, supposing it 
perfectly practicable, would, in the first instance, deprive the operatives 
of the assistance they derive from the earnings of members of their 
families, and would eventually lower their own wages by exposing them 
to competition with strangers, 


“ There is a danger arising from legislative interference which, we 
think, deserves notice. ‘There has ever been among the industrial 
classes a vague notion that the laws which regulate the distribution of 
wealth are so constructed as to deprive the operative or the labourer of 
their fair proportion of profit, and transfer it to the capitalist or the 
landed proprietor. Special laws for factories do, to a certain extent, 
interfere with the distribution of wealth; and we believe that in all 
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but, whether or not this be the result, they raise in the minds of the 
operatives a belief that the rate of wages, that is, their share of manu- 
facturing profits, can be artificially raised; and this notion, indirectly 
sanctioned by the legislature, cannot fail to spread to other and perhaps | 
more dangerous portions of the labouring community.” 

In respect of the rights of labour, legislators can do a great 
deal of lees, as we see they have done. It is time, high time 
for them to refrain from that, certainly. But the positive good 
which they can do, further, is little or nothing. ‘The gross error 
which it belongs to us of this day to explode is, the idea of 
“protection.” Labour needs no protection ; agriculture deserves 
none. It is in the nature of things that labour cannot have it, 
or almost seem to have it; so neither can any other interest, in 
the long run, and the mere semblance of it which they have,— 
so hurtful to themselves, so blighting to others in its effects, 
—must he, is to be destroyed. 


eases they do so more to the injury of the operative than of the master ; | 
' 





Sacred Architecture ; its Rise, Progress, and Present State. 
By Richard Brown, Esq., Professor of Architecture. Fisher | 
and Son. 
We have only the two first parts of this publication before us. 

We gather it is to be completed in twenty-one monthly parts, 

each of which is to contain three plates and sixteen quarto pages 

of letter-press. Judging from the specimens before us, we are 
inclined to say that the work will not only be valuable to pro- | 
fessional men, but interesting to others. The architecture of 
the ancients—particularly of the Greeks—must continue to be 
studied in all time; and the historical grandeur and sublime 
associations connected with those monuments of early genius | 
must also have an abiding interest among men. ‘The mechanical 
getting up of this work is in the first style of modern art. When | 
it proceeds farther, and its other characteristics become better | 
developed, we may again direct attention to it, criticising it 
more minutely. | 


“POLITICAL, 


Tut New Poor Law.—The Liverpool Albion of Monday last re- 
publishes a letter, dated February 14, which appeared a few weeks ago 
in the Hull Rockingham, calling the attention of the readers of that paper 
to the Poor-law Amendment Bill, recently introduced by Sir James 
Graham, “ and particularly (adds the writer) to that clause which gives 
the Irish and Scotch poor a settlement in England after a short resi- 
dence.” The Albion, in an editorial article, calls the attention of guar- 
dians, overseers, and all interested, to the subject. As the matter is 
therefore attracting some attention, and may excite some alarm amongst 
boards of guardians, overseers of the poor, and other parochial authori- 
ties, we think it right to say that we have carefully examined the new 
bill of Sir James Graham, and have been unable to find any such clause 
in it.— Manchester Guardian. 

Tue Grirvances or Wates,—The long-expected Report of the Com- 
missioners of Inquiry for South Wales has at length made its appear- 
ance, with a somewhat indigestible mass of evidence, amounting to 
nearly 500 pages, appendant thereto. The Times of Thursday prints 
the report entire. It occupies eight and a half columns, and the fol- 
lowing is the short indication and summary of its contents given in a 
leading article of the same paper:—* A very ill-regulated system of 
turnpike trusts, originating in improvident acts of parliament, carried 
on in local mismanagement, and terminating in an odious and unjust 
pressure upon the farmer ; an increase in the value of tithes from the 
operation of the late commutation, acting upon a period of unusual 
distress ; a poverty-stricken church, rich impropriators, and all but 
universal dissent ; a poor law, the expense of which ‘in many parishes 
exceeds that which was paid before the introduction of the new act,’ 
administered ‘in some unions’ by ‘ guardians who are altogether indis- 
posed to carry out the principles of the law,’ and in some cases ‘ actually 
paid out of the highway rates or other available funds for their atten- 
dance at the board ;’ a strong opinion that the salaried officers under 
that law are much overpaid ; ‘ objections yet louder and more univer- 
sal’ against the notorious bastardy clauses, which ‘have altogether 
failed of that effect which sanguine persons calculated they might pro- 
duce on the caution or moral feelings of the weaker sex, nay, more, 
appear to have ‘tended to increased demoralization in the female part 
of the community,’ to have rendered unchastity habitual, and induced 
to a frightful extent the desertion of illegitimate children by their 
mothers ;’ distrust of, and alienation from, the magistracy ; disgust at 
the domination and the profits of magistrates’ clerks ; and, finally, dis- 
satisfaction with the whole administration of local rates.” And those 
grievances, it is thought, are capable of remedy as follows :—* Some 
require legislative assistance—as the consolidation of the turnpike- 
trusts, and the limitation of their power; some require only the co- 
operation of the local authorities—as the amendment of the malprac- 
tices of the magistrates’ clerks, and the improved statement of the | 
penalties imposed in courts of justice and the expenditure of the | 
county rates; soinc have been already dealt with as the amendment of | 
the bastardy clauses of the new poor law ; some resolve themselves into | 
an exceedingly proper, though it may prove inefficient, exhortation to | 
fair dealing and activity.” There are few of them which the course of | 
events will not naturally bring under our notice hereafter, and for that | 
hereafter we will at present reserve them. 

















Prayixc with Encrn Toois.—We really regard the pro-corn-law 
writers and speakers with feelings nearly akin to those with which we 
should see a rash and foolish child brandishing dangerous weapons, with 
the use and power of which he is unacquainted. Take, for instance, the 
following paragraph from a monopolist organ :— 

“A ‘Great Fact’ ror tae Leacvue.—The average price of a quarter 
of wheat, Winchester measure, in England and Wales, for the week end- 





| ereased greatly in value. 


| the farmer ? 
| outlay and his labour as was obtained by his predecessor in 1791? We 


helped them that helped themselves. (Ilear, hear.) 


[March 23, 


ing March 5, 1791, was 50s. 8d., as stated in a treasury notice contained in 
a newspaper of that period now before us. The price of the peck loaf of 
bread, weighing 17 lb. 602., as set forth by the magistrates of Newcastle, 
was 2s. 2d., on the 16th of March, 1791. These prices bear a very re- 


| markable approximation to the prices now ruling after a lapse of fifty-three 


years, during which period almost every article of domestic use has in- 
It cannot be said that bread is now dearer than 
it was half a century ago, and when the public burdens upon the agricul- 
turists were not half what they are at present.”— Newcastle Journal. 

Very well; prices of grain are nearly the same as they were fifty years 
ago; but what are rents? How does it happen that, with the prices 
received by his grandfather, the modern farmer pays double, treble, o1 
quadruple rent? Doubtless, vast improvements have been made in 
husbandry since 1791, and the gross produce of the land is far greater 
now than then; but who is the gainer? Into whose pocket has all the 
increase gone? Has not the landlord obtained the lion’s share, and 
more than the lion’s share; has he searcely left a bone to be picked by 
Does the farmer of 1844 make as good a return for his 


leave the farmers of England to answer the question. 

Immoratiry or tHE GAME Laws,—No small portion of the aristocra- 
tic indignation which has been excited against the League is due to the 
unflinching way in which the advocates of free trade have exposed the 
dark spots in thessystem of landlord rule of which the corn law is the 
corner-stone. Of these the game law forms one of the deepest, and has 
been necessarily made one of the prominent, topics in our examination 
of the state of the rural districts. And amidst all the subjects discussed 
at the pro-corn-law meetings, we never heard of a single squire who has 
ventured to pronounce the wordgame. Andifany test were wanted to try 
the quality of the so-called tenant-farmers’ meetings, it would be found 
in the fact that the grievance of which tenants throughout England 
universally complain never finds utterance at these gatherings. Here, 
however, we have a witness against the game laws which the squire will 
find it difficult to gainsay :— 

“ Poacninc AND GAME PreEsERyING.— An Old Vicar’ thus writes to 
the Church and State Gazette: —* Upwards of forty years’ experience has 


| proved the impossibility of convincing my poor parishioners, in four distantly 


placed parishes, of the sin of poaching, or making them feel that they had 
broken a command of God when they killed hares which were destroying 
their garden’s produce. I believe that all my rural brethren will agree with 
me, and also in the lamentable conclusion, that a labourer who has once been 
in gaol for such an offence is by that ruined, hardened, degraded, and yet 
thinks himself a martyr ; that he thence imbibes a rooted hatred of the 
lords of manors, and turns radical. From this I would appeal to the gam¢ 
preservers, and ask them, as Christians, who are not to seek their own, but 
rather another’s good, whether they can justify couduct which lays a snare 
for the conscience of q weak brother? °>” 

This is just what we have constantly said. And what is the chief in- 
ducement to poaching? The following report from a local paper of a 
proceeding at a petty sessions in Bedfordshire will supply the best 
answer :— 

“ Gamr.—Joseph Curtis, of Woolton, was charged with trespassing in 

pursuit of game in Kempston Wood. Defendant pleaded guilty, and said 
he could get no work, adding, ‘if you can’t get work and are starving, and 
nobody will help you, you must be expected to do such things.’ Fined 
2/., costs 17s, 6d.; in default of payment committed for six weeks to hard 
labour.” 
Poverty, induced by uncertain and irregular employment, 1s 10 most 
cases the cause which makes rural labourers poachers; but the mere 
existence of game preserves is, in itself, an enormous evil. They injure 
the farmers, who readily wink when they dare at “offences against the 
game laws” committed by their labourers; and they offer an irresistible 
inducement to starving or ill-paid workmen to take the first step in 
crime. The truth of that which the experience of the * Old Vicar" has 
shown will be admitted by every one acquainted with the rural districts 
We say advisedly, that there is no way in which one man can do so much 
local public mischief as by maintaining a game-preserve.—Hull Ad- 
vertiser. 





SAD STATE OF THE SHIPPING INTEREST. 

The Sunderland Shipowners’ Society, which deserves commendation 
for its activity, held a general meeting on Monday, the 11th instant, 
in the Commission Room of the Exchange Buildings, to confer on 
freights, wages, and other matters affecting the shipping interest. 
There was a numerous attendance, in answer to the summons which 
had been issued by handbill. William Nicholson, Esq., jun., having 
been called to the chair, the Secretary, C. T. Potts, Esq., read a copy of 
a letter which he had addressed to the Shipowners’ Society in Lon- 
don, intimating the intention to hold a meeting, and inviting counsel 
and co-operation ; but although several days had elapsed, no answer 
had been received. {Mr Oviatt, the Secretary, some gentleman stated, 
was dead—a too-sufficient apology for the neglect. |}—-The Chairman 
observed, that the seamen had struck for wages, and the shipowners 
had acceded to their proposals. No one could say that their demands 
were unreasonable ; for their small earnings had barely sufficed to keep 
their families. But still, the shipowner could not afford to pay the 
advance, unless there was also an advance in freights—which were 
now unprecedentedly low. Therefore the present meeting was called 


' to devise some means of advancing freights, and enabling shipowners 


to continue the increased rate of wages.—Mr R. Scurfield concurred 
with the Chairman. Their ships were now going backwards and 
forwards for nothing ; and vessels were selling for half the sum they 
cost three years ago. ‘The seamen had niade a stand and obtained 
their demands—which were far from unreasonable. Shipowners must 
follow the example: they must combine for better freights. God 
It was high time 
that something was done, or they would all go down together. He 
would not say one-half, but as the very least, one-fifth of the shops in 
the streets were shut up. This was a sad state of things, and the 
shipowners must bestir themselves to finda remedy. The coalowners 
combined together, and secured to themselves a fair remuneration for 
the coals they sold ; and shipowners should be fairly remunerated for 
carrying them to market. To obtain this they must combine: 
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they must endeavour to have a combination with the coalowners, 
and even with the seamen, to procure better freights. The men 
were not over-well paid, and good might come out of their “strike.” 
It was a good symptom that the affairs of the railway (the Durham 
and Sunderland) were mending. This was the signal, he hoped, that 
the tide was beginning to flow. The coalowners might do much to 
improve the condition of the shipowners. They should not send coals 
when they were under 21s. in London, and shipowners should have 
something like 7s. or 7s. 6d. freight.—Alderman Hutchinson entirely 
coincided in opinion with Mr Scurfield. ‘The coalowner could realize 
a profit, and the shipowners should participate in it. And why was it 
otherwise ? Just because there was no union among shipowners. It 
was every one for himself ; and if shipowners would carry coals for 
unremunerating profits, who could blame the coalowners ? (Hear, 
hear.)—Mr Joshua Wilson was of opinion that want of trade was the 
cause of the evil complained of, and extended trade would be the re- 
medy. When two ships were secking one freight, freights must fall. 
When two freights were seeking one ship, freights would rise. No 
artificial regulations could give prosperity to the shipping interest. 
Several years ago the “turn” system was tried, and answered its 
object for atime ; but increased profits caused capital to flow into the 
trade —ships were unnaturally multiplied—and the last evil was greater 
than the first. So again, at a subsequent period, when there were 
large and sudden importations of corn from abroad, arising out of the 
artificial condition of the corn trade, there was an influx of capital, 
and a temporary prosperity was followed by a collapse. The shipowners 
of Sunderland might succeed in forming a union—but what then ? 
Was Sunderland the only port that had ships for the conveyance of coals? 
The ships of other ports would carry off the trade of the Wear ; and gen- 
tlemen must also bear in mind, that the coal trade could not furnish 
employment for all their ships.--Mr Potts was favourable to a union. 
It was necessary that the whole body of shipowners should unite. If 
one-half of them would combine, freights might be advanced. He 
differed in toto from Mr Wilson. ‘They must go back instead of for- 
ward : they must return to laws that had been abolished, instead of 
repealing laws yet in existence. Too much encouragement had been 
given, by modern legislation, to foreign shipowners, who could build 
and navigate their vessels cheaper than their English competitors. 
The old system of protection must be restored. The shipping interest 
was the only one in the empire that was unprotected. Shipping flou- 
rished under protection in times gone by, and would flourish under it 
again. He would fortify himself by an authority that could not have 
otherwise than great weight in that meeting. He referred to the 
late Earl of Durham. (Hear, hear.) That nobleman said he was 
opposed to the reciprocity laws. (Hear, hear.) His lordship said it 
was beginning at the wrong end—the landlords should begin with 
themselves first. (Laughter, and cries of “* Hear, hear,” “'To be sure,” 
“So they should,” &c.)—Mr George Cooke remarked, that the coal- 
owners could unite, and the coalwhippers could unite, and the seamen 
could unite, and why not the shipowners ? Unfortunately, when reso- 
lutions in favour of a union were passed on former occasions, they 
were not acted upon. (Hear, hear.) <A penalty should be imposed 
upon every shipowner who fell away from the union. This was one 
way of curing the evil. He would also submit another. Government 
talked of constructing four harbours of refuge. Well, then, let them 
buy up all the ships above twenty-one years of age, and sink them 
for breakwaters. (Great laughter.) This would get rid of surplus 
shipping, and make better trade for the remainder. — After 
some further discussion, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr Scur- 
field, seconded by Mr Hutchinson, that if two-thirds of the shipowners 
of the port would unite, then the members of the combination should 
refuse, during March and April, to carry coals at a less rate of freight 
than 7s. 6d. to the end of three market days, and 14d. per ton demur- 
rage for every three market days afterwards (the present freight, we 
believe, being 6s. 9d., with no demurrage).—Mr William Herring, jun., 
thought the demurrage was too little, and moved an amendment for 
an advance; but it was not seconded.—The chairman submitted to 
the meeting a letter from the seamen, signed by * Thomas Godfrey,” 
in their behalf. It had been written, apparently, under the impression 
that the shipowners’ meeting had for its object a discussion of the 
advance of wages, with a view to determine whether or not it should 
be departed from ; and it stated that a deputation was in attendance, 
prepared to meet the shipowners on the subject. But as the letter 
was written under a wrong impression, it was not thought necessary 
to hold a conference with the deputation. —Mr A. Muir, inspector of 
materials for the insurance policies, called the attention of the meeting 
to the lamentable loss of life and property occasioned by vessels striking 
on Whitby rock. Five had struck within the last five weeks—one of 
which (a Sunderland vessel) was lost, and another was now undergoing 
repairs in the port. There was a light on Whitby west pier, but it was 
a mere tide light. Ifit were made a fixed light, and lighted all night, 
the disasters to which he referred, if not altogether prevented, would be 
greatly diminished. The additional expense would be comparatively 
trifling, and the commissioners ought not to begrudge it; for they 
realized a handsome sum by the toll of a halfpenny on every chaldron 
of coals that went from the Tyne, the Wear, and other northern ports; 
and if the Sunderland Shipowners’ Society called upon them to effect 
the proposed improvement, he did not believe it would be refused. He 
would therefore move accordingly.—Seconded by Mr Henry Tanner, 
and carried unanimously.—Mr Scurfield moved the adoption of a me- 
morial to the government (the lords and commons were afterwards 
added), setting forth the depressed state of the shipping interest, and 
requesting a parliamentary inquiry. The cause, he thought, was ob- 
vious. The laws of our forefathers, which had made England the envy 
of surrounding nations (hear, hear), had been abolished by the legis- 
Jature, and until they were restored, prosperity would not return.— 
The motion was seconded by Mr Cooke, and carried.—Mr J. Cooper 
expressed an opinion that the union now in progress ought not to be 
confined to the London coal trade.—Mr Turner Thompson thought it 
would be impossible to extend it further; but if they could secure 
7s. 6d. in the London coal trade, the trade to the outports and the 
Baltic would share in the improvement as a matter of course. Ad» 
journed to the last week in Aprile Gateshead Observer. 
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MISCELLANIES OF TRADE. 


Tue Lixygn Yarn Duties ty France.—We regret to learn, by' private 
letters which we have seen from Paris, that the French government is 
proceeding, in its anti- English and anti-free-trade policy, to make another 
augmentation of the duties on linen yarns. In the year 1842a very 
large increase was made of the duties, for the purpose of excluding Eng- 
lish yarns, or nearly so. That measure has not answered its purpose ; 
a large though a diminished importation of English linen yarns still 
takes place in France ; and as M. Guizot finds that he could both gratify 
the malice of the war party and please the owners of the flax mills by 
still further augmenting the duty—he is about to take that step. The 
following are the intended duties compared with the present scale :— 


Per 100 kilog. (including the additional 10 lbs.) equal to 2 ewts. 


Ist class. 2nd class. 3Srdeclass. 4th class. 
New duty ...... £52.80 77.00 110 165.00 
Present duty... 41.80 52.80 88 137.50 


From this augmentation Belgian yarns are to be exempted, so that 
the blow at the English trade is distinctly marked.—Leeds Mercury. 


Tue Lonpon Coat-market.—Mr J.T, Wawn, M.P. for South 
Shields, has obtained a return of the sums of money received and paid 
by the Chamberlain of the city of London in relation to the market 
for the sale of coals to and including the 31st of December, 1843, &c. 
It appears that the total net receipts during the past year were 
14,5171. 7s. Sd., of which the duty of ld. per ton on coals amounted 
to 11,5214 ; the rents of offices at the coal market to 5841; and the 
dividends on government securities purchased to 2,762. The draw- 
back of duty on coals exported, pursuant to the act of the Ist and 2nd 
of Victoria, cap. 101, amounted to 351/. 16s. The total expenditure, 
during the same period, was 5,860/.; of which about 2,598/. was appro- 
priated to compensation allowances, 1,470/. to salaries, 147/. to repairs 
at the market, 644/ to miscellaneous charges and expenses, and 1,000/. 
was transferred to the coalwhippers’ account, pursuant to the act of 
the 6th and 7th of Victoria, cap. 101. The total sum invested in 
government securities amounted, on the 3lst of December, 1843, to 
aes and the balance in hand on that day (since invested) to 
6,263/. 

Tea, Tosacco, ayp Sucar.—The notoriety of the fact that by 
ineans of the income tax the public revenue exceeds the expenditure, 
and that the surplus will be increased by the reduction of the Three- 
and-a-Half per Cents., has given risen to an active agitation on the 
part of the importers of tea and tobacco for a reduction of the present 
exorbitant crown duties on these important articles of consumption. 
The select committee moved for and obtained on Monday night in the 
House of Commons by Mr Hume, for inquiry into the state of the to- 
bacco trade, will afford considerable satisfaction throughout the coun- 
try. We canno: hope, however, that the present government will deal 
boldly on free-trade principles with the custom tariff, by simplifying 
and consolidating the numerous and embarrassing fiscal imports of 
which it is composed. ‘The utmost that can be expected from them is 
the selection of one or two items, and the reduction of them in consi- 
deration of the surplus revenue. The general interests of trade and 
commerce, as well as of the comfort of the great body of the people, 
call loudly for a revision, of the duties on sugar as well as on tea and 
tobacco, and on various other articles of import, wherein an extensive 
illicit traffic is carried on by reason of the temptation to fraud pro- 
duced by the excessive rate of custom duties. But the public, we 
apprehend, must remain in ignorance, until the annual financial state- 
ment be brought forward by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as re- 
spects the determination of the government to deal with these matters. 


New Yorx.—Money continues to be abundant. Banks and capitalists 
take paper freely at four and five percent. per annum. The trade of our 
city has greatly improved. The importations of foreign goods have been 
large, and as the spring is about to open, merchants from the south and 
west are arriving here in great numbers to supply themselves with goods. 
The country generally has been quite bare, and it is calculated that a 
larger stock will be taken than usual. The currency being now entirely 
restored to a specie basis, all sections are in a sound and healthy condi- 
tion. The freights until now have continued to be very much depressed. 
The great staple, cotton, having been kept back not only here but at all 
southern ports, most of our shipping have remained idle, till all at once 
there is a disposition to ship cotton, and vessels are in active demand. 
an advance of $d. sterling, which is a very considerable increase in rates. 
Nearly 20 large vessels are now loading at this port for Liverpool, and at 
The cotton market, which for the last month has been improving in 
price, in consequence of the current belief that the crop would be a short 
one, has now received a check from an opposite impression that is now 
gaining ground, that the crop will prove a larger one than was at first 
anticipated. A large portion of the crop has been kept back in the 
hands of planters and speculators, until the present late period of the 
season. It is now, however, beginning to go forward very freely. 
State securities continue to be wanted, with an appearance of greater 
confidence. The legislature of Maryland are moving with a manifest 
determination to resume, in a reasonable time, the payment of its inte- 
rest. ‘The resources of the state are to be placed in a condition to be 
appropriated to this desirable object. In Pennsylvania, too, there is a 
better feeling manifested, and more confidence seems to be inspired. 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Alabama, meet their interest with the utmost 
promptitude. The stocks of Illinois and Indiana are well sustained 
in price. The stocks of the United States, as well as those of this state 
and city, continue to maintain their highest position. This is accounted 
for from the fact that the amount is not large, and there is no prospect 
of any new stocks appearing in the market. Foreign exchanges have 
continued to range higher than usual. This has been the consequence 
of the backward shipments of cotton and the large importations, and 
the rate has ruled about equivalent to the relative value of specie, viz., 
109} for sterling bills. As the imports have now begun to slacken, and 
shipments to be made, the rate has fallen to 1084 and 109, and even, 





lower, with a general impression that the rate will be still lower, 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND ANSWERS TO INQUIRIES. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE ECONOMIST. 

Mr Editor,—Your No. 29, of the 16th inst., exhibits a very proper 
estimate of the injury inflicted upon the ‘consuming community through 
the corn and sugar monopolies. Being a constant reader of your 
valuable journal, this estimate suggests to my mind the propriety of 
your carrying on landlord monopoly to its just conclusion, by extending 
your estimate of the prejudice arising from the extra price of oats, 
barley, butchers’ meat, butter, cheese, and potatoes ; all which may with 
equal justice as wheat be taken into account. 

Now that the only legitimate plea, “ public burthens upon the land,” 
has been of necessity surrendered by the landlords, the gross injustice of 
their monopoly must soon be generally admitted and declared through 
the progress of opinion; and nothing does seem more calculated to 
produce such an effect than a fair estimate of the extent of prejudice re- 
sulting from it. 

The base of your estimate is perfectly fair in ascertaining the 
result of our loss by wheat and sugar, and the same rule will give you | 
similarly just results; for all the other products of our soil, taken into 
general use by the community, such an account regularly brought for- | 
ward from week to week will stagger the least reflecting by its enormous | 
amount. I therefore beg to recommend your adopting my suggestion. | 

I am, sir, your faithful servant, 
Belhaven, Dunbar, North Britain, James Wutsoy. 
20th March, 1844. 














The second letter of C. R., on the subject of imports, &c., and other letters are 
necessarily postponed. We must request correspondents to seud communica- 
tions at an early period, and short. 


PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. 

M. Durrez.—The success of this gentleman seems to be on the in- 
crease. Drury Lane was crowded on Monday evening, and by a most 
enthusiastic audience. The consequence is that he has continued to play 
Guillaume Tell throughout the week, and the Favorite, which was to 
have been performed on Wednesday, has been deferred till next week. | 

Tue Travian Orera.-—Herold’s Zampa was produced on Tuesday 
evening. It was Mr Lumley’s intention to begin the season with this 
celebrated opera, but the non-arrival of Fornasari prevented this from 
being done. After “rubbing on” for some nights with Adelia, Zampa 
was at length announced with Fornasari for the hero ; but it has been 
performed, after all, without him. He was unable to appear through 
indisposition, and his part was taken, on very short notice, by the new | 
bass singer, Signor Felice. With the exception of the principal cha- 
racter, the opera was exceedingly well performed. The choruses, which | 
are of a very different stamp from those of Donizetti, were most admi- | 
rably sung ; but we wish that more attention had been paid in some | 
instances to the grouping of the choristers, for the sake of dramatic 
effect. The theatre was crowded in every part ; and sufficient applause 
was bestowed upon the performance to show that the audience ap- 
preciated the beauties of the opera. Amongst those present were, 
the Dukes of Wellington and Leeds ; Lady Peel and party oecupied 
. the Queen Dowager’s box ; the Marquises of Douro, ‘Tavistock, and 
Clanricade ; the Marchioness of Douro; Baron Niemann ; the Earls | 
of Pembroke, Shelburne, Kenmare, Rossmore ; the Countesses of Ken- | 
mare and Rossmore; Lords Adolphus Fitzclarence, Lilford, Paget, 
Castlereagh, Alfred Paget, Charles Wellesley, William Russell, William 
Lennox ; Ladies Rodney, Dacre, Ingilby, Caroline Maxse, Joddrell ; 
Sirs Henry Webb, Charles Shakerly, C. Slingsby, Rt. Bold Houghton, 
R. Wilmot Horton, and George Carroll ; Honourable Mrs Leicester 
Stanhope, and Honourable Charles Cavendish. 

Mr Lover's Intsu Eventnc.—Wednesday evening was the first of 
Mr Lover's Irish evenings ; and a very pleasant evening it was to the 
numerous company assembled to enjoy it. The concert room of the 
Princess’s Theatre (a superb andspacious room, by the way, and admi- 
rably adapted for sound) was completely crowded by a fashionable au- 
dience, among whom we observed too, a great many of the literary no- 
tabilites of the day. As we expected from Mr Lover’s qualifications, 
his entertainment was most successful. It consisted of a lecture on the 
national music and poetry of Ireland, diversified by sketches of Irish 
character and manners, and illustrated by songs and ballads sung by 
Mr Lover himself, and by Miss Cubitt and Miss Rollo Dickson. It 
was, in short, on the same plan as Mr Wilson’s Scottish entertainments, 
but quite original in its execution. Mr Lovers qualities are, in many 
respects, similar to those of Mr Wilson. His vocal powers are not 
comparable to those of the Scottish melodist ; but he has the nation- 
ality of feeling, the same knowledge of the habits, manners, and pecu- 
liarities of his country, and the same felicity in describing them. He 
has, moreover, much imagination, a glowing eloquence where the sub- 
ject requires it, and a rich vein of racy Irish humour. The musical 
part of the entertainment was delightful. Mr Lover's voice is sweet 
and tuneable, but of very limited power and compass. It is evident 
that these “ Irish Evenings” will be among the most attractive even- 
ings of the season. 
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CrentrraL AGRICULTURAL Protection Sociery.— At the late meet- 
ing of this society, at the Freemasons’ tavern, the following, we un- 
derstand, were among the resolutions agreed to ; but somehow or 
other they did not appear in the papers :—Resolved, that the rook, by 
destroying that unprofitable consumer of grain, the grub, is scarcely 
less than the Dukes of Richmond and Buckingham entitled to the ap- 
pellation of the farmer's friend, and therefore ought decidedly to be 
encouraged. That rook-shooting and the eating of rook pies are 
altogether incompatible with the encouragement of the rook, and that 
accordingly the amusement ought to be discountenanced, and the dish 
renounced, by all members of society. That rookeries are an in- 


valuable blessing, as well to the farmer and agricultural labourer as to 
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the landowner, and that all existing rookeries ought to be maintained 
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in the full enjoyment of their rights and privileges ; this resolution, 
however, not to extend to the rookery in St Giles’s. That this society 
views with great alarm the ravages annually committed by the spar- 
rows in harvest time, and recommends that prompt measures be taken 
by all persons interested in agriculture for the suppression of sparrows. 
That with this view the boys in the several parishes be encouraged to 
take and destroy as many sparrows’ nests, with their eggs and young, 
as possible, and that at all future dinners of the society and of its 
branches one or more large sparrow-puddings be placed upon the table. 
That natural history teaches that butterflies lay eggs, which, when 
hatched, become grubs. ‘That butterfly-hunting, besides being a salu- 
tary and wholesome exercise to youth, is conducive to the extirpation 
of grubs, and be promoted accordingly ; and that, to ensure its pro- 
motion, a committee with reference thereto be forthwith appointed by 
the society. That although 7s. or 8s. a week is a very liberal allow- 
ance for a labourer with a wife and family, and quite enough to enable 








| him and them to live in clover on the same; and, although a com- 


fortable asylum in sickness, want of employment, or old age, has been 


| provided for him in the union workhouse, yet, as mistaken notions on 


these points unhappily prevail among the agricultural population, which 
mistaken notions there is some reason to suspect have occasionally led 
to the burning of wheat-ricks, it is expedient that an advance of three 
farthings weekly be made on the wages of such labourer. That land- 


| lords and farmers are ill used and unprotected, and are the most pa- 


triotic and disinterested classes of the community. That the manu- 
facturing interest enjoys exclusive and unjust privileges, and that the 
corn-law abolitionists are narrow-minded, selfish, and designing indi- 
viduals. That these resolutions be printed in Punch.—Punch. 


Tue Gexerat Post Orricr.—The publie are not generally aware 
of the extent of the different departments under the control of the Post- 
master-General, and of the extraordinary amount of business performed 
daily in the establishment at St Martin’s-le-Grand. ‘The following sta- 
tistics, compiled from authorized documents, will give some idea of its 
importance :—It comprises 12 distinct departments, namely, the secre- 
tary’s, surveyor’s, mail-coach, solicitor’s, receiver-general’s, accountant- 
general’s, money order, inland and foreign, letter-carriers, ship, dead and 
returned, and twopenny post offices. ‘There are employed in the de- 
partment of the secretary 29 officers; in the surveyor’s, 24; in the 
solicitor’s, 4; in the receiver-general’s, 15; in the accountant-general’s, 


| 80; in the money-order office, 74; in the inland and foreign oflice, 179; 


in the letter-carriers’ office, 373; in the ship-letter office, 7; in the dead 
and returned-letter office, 2] ; in the twopenny-post department, about 
500, including letter-carriers. ‘The number of letters, inwards and 


| outwards, passing through the office daily is estimated at upwards of 


100,000 ; and of newspapers nearly the same number. Upwards of 400 
persons are on duty every night and morning in the newspaper and 
letter offices, and every letter in (ransitu through the General Post office 
alone passes through 12 different and distinct processes before it reaches 
the person to whom it is directed. Nearly 1,000 bags are brought by 
the mails in the morning, and the same number are despatched every 
night. All registered letters are entered in a book when posted ; spe- 
cified at full length on the bills of the postmasters ; entered again in 


| the London office ; signed for by the letter-carrier before they are com- 


mitted to his charge, and accounted for as duly delivered by his return- 
ing to the office the docket received with them, upon which the name 
of the parties to whom they were addressed must be fully inseribed 
Money-orders are granted and paid at 318 post offices in England and 
Wales, at 213 in Scotland, and 327 in Ireland. ‘There are in England 
and Wales 960 deputy postmasters. Bags are received by mid-day 
mails from 138 of the most important towns in the empire, to which 
others are despatched from the Post office every morning. Since the 
coronation of her Majesty the Queen, in 1838, the mails have not been 
detained more than twice, and then the pressure of public business 
caused the delay. The number of persons employed in the establish- 
ment, and the quantity of duty performed therein, is 12 times greate1 
than it was a century ago, 
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COMMERCIAL. 

There are no new features in the commercial world this week 
worthy of notice. The belief that a change will be made in the 
sugar duties gains ground, and continues to excite much interest. 
One rumour which has obtained some currency is, that it is in- 
tended to reduce the duty on colonial sugar to 15s., free-labour 
foreign to 30s., and slave labour to 35s., but we place no reliance 
on this rumour; for while the two first named rates may be not 
far from the probability, we cannot think, if any difference is 
maintained against slave-labour produce, that it will be put so 
low. It is odd enough, while we see the Brazilians wisely repu- 
diating differential duties at all, that we should in England be 
engaged in framing'and discussing two separate degrees of dif- 
ferential duties on ene of the articles of our greatest consump- 
tion; one as between the colonial and foreign free-labour 
produce, and another as between the latter and slave-labour 
produce. 

The evidence given before the Customs-fraud Commission is 
very shortly expected to be published, and is looked forward to 
with much interest. Smuggling, however, still appears to be 
carried on, some way or other; we have recently compared the 
quantity of silk goods exported to England from France, as shown 
by their custom-house books, in the last year, with the quantity of 
the same goods which have been imported into this country and 
passed through our Custom-house ; and we find that of the quantity 
shipped from France only 474 per cent. of the whole has made 
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ts appearance in our Custom-house entries, and it therefore | reaction took place, and St Domingo and Brazil rose to 39s. to 40s., and 


follows that 52} per cent. of the whole has been introduced illi- 
citly. It is a well-known fact that there are people established 
in business in France, who undertake to guarantee the safe arri- 


val of French goods, subject to duties varying from 25 to 30 per | 


cent. for 10 per cent. The effective duty, therefore, does not 
even amount to that rate, as it must leave a profit. High 
duties are at once destructive of revenue, and puzzling and 
baffling to the fair dealer and home manufacturer. There is no 
competition so irksome and difficult to deal with as that of 
illicit trade. In the produce market prices are steady, and 


in 1832 to 50s. to 54s.,and no material decline occurred before 1837, since 


| when prices have been drooping almost without interruption, in conse- 


quence of the stimulus given by high prices to the production. 


the consumption is gradually increasing on most of the im-_ 


portant articles. 





MONTHLY STATEMENT OF THE STOCKS OF COFFEE AND 
SUGAR IN THE PRINCIPAL SIX MARKETS OF EUROPE 
ON THE 29rn OF FEBRUARY, 1844. 
































SUGAR. 
1 March 1841. is42, | 1843. | 1844. 
Holland* - - - ewts 332,000 311,000 62,000 125,000 
Antwerp - - - ” 56,000 83,000 | 40,000 86,000 
Hamburg - : - 115,000 35,000 | 70,000 170,000 
Triest ° = . ” 168,000 58,000 79,000 129,000 
Havre - : ” 50,000 52,000 140,000 70,000 
cwts. 721,000 639,000 391,000 580,000 
England - ~ - 958,000 860,000 870,000 736,000 
pagoinaie \_— — 
Total - - cewts. 1,679,000 1,499,000 | 1,261,000 1,316,000 
Total in Gt. Brit. of Col. sugar 553,000 564,000 | 629,000 462,500 
Total—Foreign sugar = cwts, 1,126,000 935,000 632,000 853,500 











* In first hands on/y; in all other places in first and second. 





‘Value in the first half of the month of March, in London, per cwt., 
without Duty. 








Muscovado, W. & E. India ewts.| 


49s | 35s j 32s 37s 
Havana, white - - x 30s a 36s | 25s a 30s 28s a 35s 23s a 30s 
“a yellow and brown ,, 21s a 26s 17s a 22s 19s a 24s 18s a 22s 
Brazil, white - - 23s a 27s 20s a 24s 22s a 26s 20s a 24s 
yellow and brown 18s a 22s l6s a 19s 18s a 2ls 16s a 19s 
ee ee 20s a 28s | 16s a 23s | 17s a 26s | 16s a 248 
Patent, crushed in bond 32s 29s 27s a 28s 26s 


SUGAR.—Stocks are again reduced since last month, as usually at 
this season of the year whenever extraordinary high prices do not 
diminish consumption or stimulate imports, such as was the case in the 
early part of 1841. British colonial sugar has risen about 10 per cent. 
since the beginning of the year, but the home demand has not hitherto 
been diminished in consequence—deliveries for the two first months 
amounting to 616,000 ewts, against 536,000 cewts., in 1843. It appears 
probable trom the late parliamentary discussions, that some relaxation 
in the duties on foreign sugar is likely to take place, but whether lead- 
ing to any practical result remains uncertain. ‘The demand for foreign 
sugar in our market is irregular. Manilla has been bought at 2Is.; a 
high price paid by speculators for the chance of the admission of free- 
labour sugar. A cargo of yellow Havannah has been sold afloat at 20s. 
for Antwerp; and three cargoes of Brazil at 9d. and 23s., for Got- 
tenbug and Trieste. The stock of foreign sugar in the London mar- 
ket amounts to 230,000 ewts. against 193,000 ewts, on the Ist of March 
1843. Prices of this description of sugar are now about 10 per cent. 
lower than last year, upon a par with 1842, and 15 to 20 per cent. lower 
than in 1841. 
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COFFEE. 











1 March Istl. {| 1842. 1843. 1844 
\icieiaaeinnasenentill ania cect becca 
Holland* - ewts. | 523,000 501,000 | 503,000 609.000 
Antwerp | 73,000 4,000 | 99,000 52,000 
Hamburg - . ‘ oe 80,000 145,000 | 175,000 165,000 
Triest . - - se 131,000 64,000 128,500 71,000 
Havre - 30,000 36,500 21,500 50,000 
England 142,000 358,000 460,000 402,000 
Total ewts. ,279,000 1,158,500 1,387,000 1,349,000 








Valuein the first half of the month of Murch, in London, per cwt., 
without Duty. 





— 


Jamaica, good and fine ord. ewt.| 68s a 92s | 70s a 98s 55s a 73s 66s a 78s 

Ceylon, good ord. - ‘3 68s a 70s 76s a 78s | 508 a 538 | 68s a Is 

Brazil, good ord. - fis a 42s 37s a 38s | 30s a 31s | 34s a 35s 

St Domingo, good ord. Se 12s 39s a 40s | 30s a 31s} 32s a 33s 

In Holland :—Java, good ord. ? o7 cts. | 24g a 25 cts. | ond cts. 29 ets 
per 4 kilog. § . ke 





COFFEE.—The comparison of stocks has ever since the beginning 
of last year regularly shown a surplus against the preceding season. 
There is a turn at last, and while the February stock still exhibited an 
excess of 140,000 cwts., there now appears a deficiency of 38,000 cwts. 
against 1843. This deficiency will appear materially larger next 
month, when the large purchases made in the seaports will have been 
forwarded into the interior of Germany, &c. 

The value of foreign coffee has advanced about 10 to 15 per cent. 
sinee the middle of last month, when some improvement had a'ready 
taken place. At the same period in 1843, prices were 10 per cent. 
lower ; but, in 1842, 20 per cent. ; in 1841, 25 per cent., higher than at 
present. . 

Referring to earlier periods, prices only appear to have been lower in 
1830, when St Domingo was 30s. to 31 s.,and Brazil 33s. to35s._ At the end 
of 1830 stocks in Europe amounted to 947,000 ewts., and the consump- 
tion of Europe was estimated at 2,200,000 cwts., that of the United 
States at 260,000 ewts. Political and other causes had depressed the 
value of almost every article, but already in the following spring a 








| are applicants for a large amount of shares. 





It 


remains to be seen whether we shall experience another similar. cycle 
of prices; but the improvement in the value is thus far but moderate, 
and the expectation of a further rise appears to be generally prevalent. 


RAILWAY AND SHARE MARKET, 
Transactions in railways continue upon an increasing scale : 
the business of the last week may be considered as large as any 
ever known. 
The shares in the Caledonian line from Carlisle to Glasgow 


have filled up with a rapidity hitherto without any parallel, and 


we hear there is great competition among capitalists of the 
highest order to obtain allotments. The nobility and other 
landowners on the line have taken a very warm interest, and 
It is expected that 
the list will be quite full ina very few days. We hear it remarked 
that this line has been received with more marked approval than 
any that has made its appearance for a long time. 

There has been a large business done in Eastern Counties, and 
the price has considerably improved ; though no one appears 
aware of any special reason for such advance, 

Our opinion expressed last week in favour of a demand for 
shares in many of the minor new companies has been realised, and 
considerable business has heen done at better prices in the Lan- 
easter and Carlisle line, and others. 

Irish railways are in better odour, and a small advance in 
price has been paid onthe Dublin and Cashel line. 

We last week stated that French lines left off steady and firm, 
after having been subject for some days before to considerable fluc- 
tuation ; that firmness has been succeeded by considerable busi- 
ness, and a very marked improvement in prices during the week. 

In other shares we have nothing to report. Money continues as 
abundant and as difficult to invest as ever. 








POLITICAL. 

The llouse of Commons, during its sittings this weck, has twice 
been counted out. The subjects proposed to be discussed on both 
occasions were and are of the highest interest and importance. 
They are admitted and felt to be so everywhere ; but forty 
members could not be got or kept together for the purpose of 
deliberating on them, and thus we are doomed to struggle on, 
not only unrelieved from the burdens of commerce, but also— 
what would be some consolation at least, not even an acknow- 
ledgement of their injustic, and a hope held out of their removal 
hereafter. Munisters, of course, come in for their own share of 
blame in thus shirking the discussion of questions which, in 
charity for their understandings, we are willing to believe, they 
are ashamed to meet. But the blame cannot wholly be cast upon 
their shoulders. We know there are more—many more—than 
forty friends of free trade in the House of Commons. What ex- 
cuse is there for them? Really this conduct is discreditable to 
all parties. The motion of Mr Ricardo, proposing to pledge the 
house to the opinion that commerce is not to be regulated by 
treaties between countries, but by each country acting naturally 
and unrestrainedly for itself, though lost in this contemptuous 
and unmeaning way, is not wholly lost, for besides having heen 
introduced by an excellent speech from the mover himself, it 
afforded an opportunity for Lord Howick delivering a speech 
replete with truth. His lordship is always singularly happy in 
enforcing his juster views. ‘Then, as to Mr Ewart’s motion for 
the repeal of import duties on raw materials, though it also has 
been lost, we believe there can remain no doubt but that some of 
those duties will be immediately repealed, or at least much 
lessened in amount. The impolicy of duties on the import of 
raw materials is acknowledged as a principle, and it is no longer 
opposed pertinaciously in practice, except in respect of one great 
article, and that is corn. 

‘Theunexpected majorityin favour of Lord Ashley’s proposal, for 
limiting the number of working hours in factories to ten,on Monday 
night, suggests numerous reflections; but the pretty certain 
fact that that proposal will never become law withdraws some of 
the interest which would otherwise attach to it. Nevertheless, it 
it is remarkable to notice the House of Commons at this time of 
day attempting to regulate the wages of labour, for the proposal 
comes to that. ‘To be sure it is in keeping with their announced 
determination to regulate the price of food; but in that they have 
failed, and in this they must also. It seems ungracious to stand 
in the way of shortening the hours of labour. We acknowledge, 
with all the world, that too much labour is exacted at the hands 
of factory operatives—men, women, and children; that the 
means of their subsistence is too dearly earned. But many other 
operatives are worse off than they. The agrieultural labourers 
are, the dressmakers and Widow Biddles of the metropolis are, 
nay the drapers’ assistants are—much worse off. It is one 


thing to acknowledge that fact, but another and very different to 
suppose that legislative enactments can of themselves make those 
labours less, and at the same time not lessen their rewards. 
Such an accomplishment, however desirable, is beyond the reach 
Lord Ashley is everywhere praised as a 
Be it so ; we question not 


of yet enactments. 
well-meaning and kind-hearted man. 








































614 


THE ECONOMIST. 


{March 23, 


a 





his good intentions, though thereare circumstances connected 
with this pertinacious talk on his part about short hours, which, 
if they bring no discredit on his feelings, at least are little 
honourable to his understanding. A Liberal contemporary re- 

resents the followiug imaginary conversation as passing between 
Seed Ashley and a factory operative; and it represents how’ 
matters stand between them very fairly :-— 

“You labour hard for your livelihood?” “ Yes!’ “ Too hard?’ 
“ Yes! my toils brings on me a premature old age!” “ Your wife works 
too?” “Yes! she knows nothing of home from six in the morning till 
six at night.” “And your children?” “They also must slave away 
their budding strength,” “Why is all this?” ‘“ We must have bread— 
it is scarce—it is dear—millions more are struggling for it—and we 
cannot get it on easier terms.” ‘Poor man! you shall be protected— 
you shall not work more than twelve hours—your wife shall be limited 
to ten—and your two children to six hours and a half.” “ But how are 
we to get the same quantity of bread as before? for with less we cannot 
po!’ “Ah! that is quite another question—I cannot interfere with 
that.” 

Quite another question! To be sure it is. ‘Torment the mill- 
owner with as many and as vexatious interferences in his affairs 
as you can, and call this benevolence to those whom he em- 
ploys,—ay, and to whom he gives twice the wages that the Dor- 
setshire labourers get for quite as hard labour. We could call 
it something else and something worse, but it is needless to 
bandy about hard words ; and we can only express our ee 
that enlightened men in the house of Commons, such as Lord 
Howick and Lord John Russell, should be found to give en- 
couragement to such tawdry balderdash about the poor, while 
they quietly permit the house to be counted out, when the best 
and highest interests of the poor and of all are under discussion. 
Is such conduct just, is it consistent, is it worthy of high- 
minded, honourable, and conscientious men? We do not be- 
lieve it. 

The Irish papers bring intelligence, which bears some evidence 
of being authentic, that Sir Robert Peel has written a letter to 
the executive of that country upon the subject of national educa- 
tion, in which he distinctly declares that no future patronage is 
to be bestowed on clergymen of the established church, who not 
ouly are not inimical to the system, but who will not undertake 
to place all the schools in the parishes or diocesses in which 
they may be placed under the immediate management of the 
Education Board. The correspondents of the Times and Chron- 
écle both confirm this; and it is to be hoped, for the sake of reli- 
gious peace and the best interests of Ireland, that ministers will 
not continue to irritate a people whose grievances are admitted, 
and are so many, but will rather attempt to carry out the prin- 
ciples of that emancipation act, ehieb so many of them were 
parties to the carrying of, and bind them together by treating 
them as one people, caring not only for their welfare, but even 
their prejudices. If it is too much to expect conduct such as 
this from those who have now sway, but even an approximation 
to it deserves to be hailed with pleasure. 


— 





By a vote of the Chamber of Deputies of France, come to on 
Tuesday, after two days’ discussion, the ministry of M. Guizot 
not only remains in office, but it inevitably increases in public 
favour. No minister since the revolution of 1830 has held office 
for so long a period successively as Guizot. Not only his coun- 
try, but all Europe owes this great statesman a debt of gratitude. 
He has had no sinecure of office, for he has been beset by ene- 
mies both at home and abroad. But his great intellect, his 
integrity, and almost superhuman courage, have borne him 
through thus far, and every friend of the peace of the world, 
and of public freedom, unalloyed by the despotism either of one, 
of a few, or of numbers, must wish him a continuation and con- 
solidation of his power, which he wields with such advantage to 
mankind. It is curious to notice how the insolent attempt on 
the part of the French clergy to interfere with national educa- 
tion, has been snubbed by men of all parties, and to contrast it 
with the overbearing tyranny with which every liberal system 
of national education has been defeated in this country by the 
same class of men, and has now been made all but impossible. 
i contrast does anything but exhibit England in a favourable 

ight 





MR LABOUCHERE AND THE MINISTERS. 
SUGAR DUTIES IN GERMANY AND FRANCE. 

In the late debate on the Brazil trade, Mr Labouchere stated 
that the duty on sugar imported into Germany was 15s. per cwt. Sir 
R. Peel and Mr Gladstone, on the other hand, both declared it to be 
27s. Though Mr Labouchere’s statement is practically the only true 
one, yet the two Ministers were not without some grounds for stating 
itat a higher rate. The following are the facts of the case :— 

In the Zoll Vereine tariff raw sugar is subject to two distinct duties; 
a low duty on such as is imported and taken by sugar refiners for the 
purpose of refining ; and a higher rate for the same article if taken 
for consumption as raw sugar. The obvious effect of this law is that 
no raw sugar is taken for direct consumption as such, but all for 
refining ; and the use of sugar in Germany is therefore confined to 
that in a refined state. This is done for the purpose of encouraging 
= and the practical effect is that only the lowest rate of duty 
8 pal 





The following has been the precise state of the tariff since 1834 :— 
From 1834 to 1838 the duties on sugar were :— 


Rixdollars per Equal to about per 


centner. English cwt. 
No. 1. Loaf, candy, lump, and J See 33s. 
white, crushed - 
2. Raw sugar fas ne Te 26s] 
3. Lumps for refineries as 1. ... II a 33s. 
4, Raw sugarfor refineries ... 5 15s. 


From 1839 to 1842 the duties (a treaty with Holland having been 
concluded favouring their sugar refineries) were ;— 
Rixdollars per Equal to about per 


centner. English cwt. 
No. 1 a) 30s. 
2. oes ss ‘a 9 ses 26s. 
- er ae : . wo R 164 
4. , Shee He 15 


From 1843 to the present time, and subsisting until Sept. 1844, the 
treaty with Holland having been abrogated, the duties have been 
Rixdollars per Equal to about per 


centner. English cwt. 
No. 1. . 10 — 
i 8 ° 23s. 
Bi is é 10 : 30s. 
4. ; ee 15s. 


By this statement it will be seen that while the duty now charge- 
able upon raw sugars if taken direct for consumption, is 23s. per cwt. 
(not 27s.), yet that the only duty really in practice is that of 15s. per 
cwt. paid by refiners. The higher rate never having been paid to any 
extent, in the Zoll Verins ; for example, the consumption of 1837 and 
1842, which we happen to have before us, was as follows :—the former 
showing a most trivial departure from that rule, aud the latter none. 


1837. At duty. Centner. 
Duty paid. Refined sugar 33s. 9,127 
Raw sugar sk 26s. 563 
Raw sugar for refineries... 15s. 886,663 
1842. At duty. Centner. 
Duty paid. Refined sugar 30s. 3,339 
Raw sugar ue 26s. Nil. 
Lumps for refineries l6s, 6d. 138,694 
Raw sugar for ditto L5s. 994,753 


* It is therefore quite clear that Mr Labouchere was practically cor- 
rect ; that Sir Robert Peel and Mr Gladstone were not only practi- 
cally but literally wrong, whichever way they computed the duty. 

Mr Gladstone further stated that foreign sugar is less favoured in 
France than in this country ; this is so far from being true that on 
sugar imported in French vessels, the difference of duty between 
French, Colonial, and Foreign sugar, does not exceed 50 per cent., and 
we find accordingly by the official return of the year 1842, that foreign 
sugar was taken into consumption and paid duty as follows :— 

6,878,587 kilograms ; or, 138,000 English ewt. 
Foreign Muscovado at about 27s. per ewt. duty. 
Besides 1,330,000 kilograms ; or, 26,600 cwt. foreign clayed. 
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COURT AND ARISTOCRACY. 





Her Majesty held a Court at Buckingham Palace on Thursday. 

Her Masgsty’s Lever.—The Queen held a levee on Wednesday 
afternoon, at St James's Palace, which was numerously attended. Her 
Majesty and Prince Albert, and the royal suite, arrived from Bucking- 
ham Palace at two o'clock, in four of the royal carriages, escorted by a 
party of the royal regiment of Horse Guards, The great officers of 
state—viz., the Lord Steward, the Lord Chamberlain, and the Master 
of the Horse, received her Majesty and his Royal Highness at St 
James's Palace, and conducted them to the royal closet. In attendance 
on her Majesty and the Prince were—the Viscountess Jocelyn and Vis- 
countess Canning, ladies in waiting ; the Marquis of Ormonde, lord in 
waiting ; Sir Frederic Stovin, groom in waiting ; Colonel the Honour- 
able Charles Grey, equerry in waiting; the Marquis of Exeter, groom 
of the stole to Prince Albert; Captain Francis Seymour, groom in 
waiting ; Major-General Wemyss, clerk marshal ; Major-General Sir 
Edward Bowater, equerry in waiting ; and Colonel Godwin, gentleman 
usher to his Royal Highness in waiting. The presentations were nu- 
merous, but not remarkable. 

A Cabinet Council was held at three o'clock on Saturday last at the 
Foreign office. The Ministers present were—Sir R. Peel, the Duke 
of Wellington, Lord Wharnclifte, the Duke of Buccleuch, the Earl of 
Aberdeen, Lord Stanley, Sir James Graham, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the Earl of Haddington, the Earl of Ripon, the Right Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone, and Sir Henry Hardinge. ‘The Lord Chancellor ar- 
rived at half-past three o'clock, and joined his colleagues. ‘The Coun- 
cil sat two hours and a half. 

Another Cabinet Council was held at two o'clock on Tuesday after- 
noon at the Foreign office. It was attended by Sir R. Peel, the Duke 
of Wellington, Lord Wharnelffe, the Duke of Buccleuch, Earl of Aber- 
deen, Lord Stanley, Sir James Graham, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Earl of Haddington, Earl of Ripon, Mr Gladstone, Sir Henry 
Hardinge, and Sir Edward Knatchbull. The Lord Chancellor arrived 
at the Foreign office soon after three o'clock, and joined his colleagues. 
The council sat two hours. 

Tre Kine or Beveivm, it is expected, will visit her Majesty (our 
Queen) about the 26th instant. Preparations are making for his Ma- 
jesty to embark at Ostend on that day. 

Tue Eart or Harrowsy.—This venerable nobleman is labouring 
under severe indisposition, and we regret to hear that from the adveneil 
age of his lordship (upwards of 80) but little hopes are entertained of 
his again recovering his usual good state of health. 

Farar Accipext ayy Deatu or Lory Wituiam Hitt.—On Monday 
last, while following the fox-hounds in the neighbourhood of Whitton, 
near Ipswich, a fatal accident occurred to Lord William Hill. The 
horse which the unfortunate nobleman was riding fell and rolled over 
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him, and before he could be removed to the barracks he was dead. The 
accident threw a deep gloom over Ipswich and the regiment to which 
the deceased nobleman belonged. Lord William Hill was the third 
son of the present Marquis of Downshire, and was only in his 28th year. 
He had entered the Scotch Greys in 1834, and his commission as lieu- 
tenant is dated October 21, 1836. Te was much esteemed in his regi- 
ment, as well as by a large circle of private friends, 

Deatu or Lorn Lonspate.—It is with regret that we announce the 
death of the venerable Earl of Lonsdale, who expired at his residence, 
York house, Twickenham, in the 87th year of his age, on Tuesday the 
19th instant, at a quarter to 7 p.m. He had been for some years the 
oldest member of the House of Lords with the exception of the Arch- 
bishop of York. Lord Lonsdale was born on the 29th of December, 
1757, and had therefore entered the 87th year of his age, while the 
Archbishop o£ York was one month his senior, and still continues to be 
the oldest of the spiritual and temporal peers. The Earldom devolves 
upon his eldest son, long known as Lord Lowther, who was raised to 
the Upper House during his father’s lifetime, in September 1841, when 
the present Ministry was organized, and the office of Postmaster- General 
conferred on the heir of the house of Lowther. Lord Lowther is un- 
married, and in the 37th year of his age. Should he die without issue, 
Colonel Lowther, the member for Westmoreland, will be his suecessor. 

_ The family is connected by marriage with the Earl of Westmoreland, 
the Duke of Portland, the Earl of Harborough, Sir John Beckett, the 
Duke of Cleveland, &c. 


THE METROPOLIS. 





Bank or EncLanp.—A general half-yearly court was held 
Bank of England on Thursday, for the purpose of considering a divi- 
dend. The Governor stated that the Court of Directors having con- 
idered the state of the Bank accounts, were of opinion that a dividend 
might be made, if that court thought fit, of 3/. 10s. per cent. for the 
present h ilf-year, ending on the 5th of April next, deducting sevenpence 
in the pound for the income tax In making this proposition for the 
consideration of the court, he said he thought it but fair to the pro 
prietors that he should state, that by adopting the course now proposed 
by the directors, a sum of 10,603/. 12s. 6d. would be taken from the 
rest ; the profits, therefore, for the last half-year were less by that sum. 
The proposition was agreed to. [rom what occurred at the meeting, 
there can be no doubt but that it ts intended that the present governor 
should remain in office another year 


at the 


Corn Laws.—CvLERKENWELL.—On Tuesday evening a lecture was 
delivered in the large room at the Crown, in Clerkenwell, by Mr A. L. 
Saul, of the League, on the subject of the corn law. The room, which 
is capable of holding six hundred people, was crowded almost to suffo- 
cation. The lecturer was loudly cheered throughout the whole of bis 
lengthened address, although some Chartists who were present at- 
tempted some occasional interruptions, A Mr Cameron, at the conclu- 
sion of the lecture, rose to defend the monopoly in food. He argued 
that we could not have free trade without the consent of other nations. 
This statement was received by loud laughter from all parts of the 
room. Mr Saul having suitably replied, the chairman dissolved the 
meeting. 

Anti-State-Cuuxrcu Mervinc.—On Wednesday evening a_ public 
meeting of the Metropolitan Anti-State-Church Association was held 
in the large room of the London tavern, for the purpose of considering 
the best means to be adopted to obtain a speedy separation between 
church and state. Dr Cox, of Hackney, was called to the chair. The 
room was completely filled; and among the gentlemen on the platform 
were observed Dr Bowring, M.P., Dr Price, the Rev. C. Stovel, the 
Rev, W. Forster, James Cook Evans, Esq., Dr Oxley, Thomas Hall, 
Esq., John Hooper, Esq., &ce. Addresses were delivered, and resolutions 
passed unanimously, in conformity with the above object. 

St Parrick’s Day.—Sixty-Fixsr Anniversary.—On Saturday last 
the members of the Benevolent of St Patrick dined at the 
Freemasons’ tavern, Great Queen street, in celebration of the sixty- 
first anniversary of that institution. There ' 
ance. Lord Viscount Morpeth presided. 
and gentlemen sat near the chairman:—Lord Rosmore, General 
L’Estrange, Right Hon. R. A. Blake, Hon. W. Villiers Stuart, M.P., 
Sir Ralph Howard, M.P., Sir T. B. Leonard, D. R. Ross, Esq., M.P., 
W. C. Collett, Esq., — Chapman, Esq., M.P., — Tuite, Esq., M.P., 
Hon. Mr Stopford. Numerous subscriptions were announced before 
the meeting broke up. 

Tue Oxver or Sr Josep ann Mary.—On Sunday evening last 
Mr O'Connell was solemnly admitted a member of the Holy Order of 
St Joseph and Mary by the Rev. John Moore, at Virginia chapel, 
Ratcliffe highway. The hon. gentleman, in a carriage drawn by four 
post-horses, arrived at half-past three o’clock, at which time several 
thousand persons had assembled, and gave Mr O'Connell a most voci- 
ferous welcome. ‘here were present about three hundred members of 
the order, the women being habited in green dresses, with sashes and 
white Leghorn bonnets; the men in green cloaks, trimmed with fur, 
white collars, and caps, similar to those worn at the universities. ‘The 
chapel was decorated with artificial flowers, and on the altar were 
wreaths of shamrock. On the altar was also placed a card of member- 
ship (subsequently presented to Mr O'Connell), on which was a repre- 
sentation of the Iloly Family. 
was mounted with gold. 


Society 


numerous attend- 
The following noblemen 


Was a 


The eard was elegantly framed, and 

g The officiating priests, Messrs Moore and 
Foley, entered the chapel accompanied by Mr O'Connell. \ 
having been said, Mr Moore explained at some length the origin of the 
“ orders,” or “ guilds,” after which Mr O'Connell proceeded to the altar, 
on the steps of which he knelt, when the investiture commenced. Mr 
Moore placed across his shoulders a magnificent green silk cloak, lined 
with white silk, and trimmed with rich ermine. He also presented him 
with a solid gold cross, and placed on his head a Genoa velvet cap. Some 
devotional exercises having been performed, the congregation dispersed. 
Mr O'Connell, on taking his departure, was again loudly cheered. Im- 
mediately after Mr O'Connell's inauguration, the congregation repaired 


‘spers 
espel 





to the Roman Catholic school rooms, in Love lane, Shadwell, for the 
purpose of presenting a memorial to the hon, member on his becoming 
one of the brotherhood, which being done, Mr O'Connell addressed 
those present on the spread of the Roman Catholic faith, and claimed, 
in respect of religion, “ eternal fidelity for Ireland.” 

Institution or Civirn. Ewncixeers.—Mr ‘Tuomas Srerir. — On 
Tuesday night, at the conclusion of the meeting of the London Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, the distinguished president, Mr Walker, said, 
that before separating he hoped the assembly would give expression to 
its gratification in having among them again their brother member, the 
head pacificator of Ireland: and the proposition was received by a 
crowded meeting with loud applause. Mr Steele rose, and after ex- 
pressing, in energetic terms, his fervent gratitude for such a resplendent 
compliment from such a body, said that he was not going to make a 
speech, but that having given utterance to his own feelings, he begged 
permission to say a few words on the part of his country. He then 
gave assurance, with deep solemnity, that there has been generated by 
recent events in the souls of his countrymen a spirit of intense gratitude 
and of attachment to the people of England for their conduct, such as 
never before existed in Ireland since the creation of the world. He 
then resumed his seat. 

Pustic Perrrions.—The following is the total number of petitions 
on certain subjects now lying on the table of the House of the House 
of Commons, viz.:—For a repeal of the union with Ireland, 237 peti- 
tions, signed by 452,198 persons ; against the union of the dioceses of 
Bangor and St Asaph, 33 petitions, signed by 2,509 persons ; against a 
repeal of the corn laws, 319 petitions, signed by 26,371 persons; for a 
reduction of the duties on tobacco, 208 petitions, signed by 41,186 per. 
sons-——the numberhaving increased by 15,474 persons since the I1th 
instant ; against the factories bill, 48 petitions, signed by 4,019 persons ; 
against any increase of our military establishments, 56 petitions, signed 
by 2,951 persons; and for withholding the supplies until the people’s 
grievances are redressed, 48 petitions, signed by 36,479 persons. 

Tue Prorosen Tax on Coar.—On Tuesday a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of Old and New Brenttord and of the towns in the adja- 
cent neighbourhood was held in the Committee room, Old Brentford, 
for the purpsse of petitioning parliament against the imposition of a tax 
of 5d. per ton upon all coals imported into the port of London to defray 
the expense of crecting an embankment and terrace on the banks of the 
river ‘Thames at London, ‘The Rev. Mr Thompson was called to the 
chair, when resolutions, condemning the proposed tax, were unanimously 
agreed to, and petitions to parliament, expressive of that opinion, were 
prepared and signed. 

Increasen Consumrtion or Soar.—An acute observer, who revisited 
London a short time since, after a lapse of twenty years, said that the 
people had very much improved in cleanliness. In the year 1801, the 
quantity of soap consumed per head of the population of England and 
Wales was 4°84 Ibs.; 1811, 5°63 1bs.; 1821, 6:431b.; 183], 6°23 Ibs.; 1841 
9-20 Ibs. Manufactures have had some influence in this increase; but 
morals have also done something to improve the soap trade.—Poor-law 
Gazette. 

Morraity or tHE Merroroits.—Number of deaths from all cause 
registered in the week ending Saturday, March 16:— 





Epidemic, endemic, and contagious diseases - . - 177 
Diseases of uncertain seat - - . o aa 
Diseases of the brain, nerves, and senses’ - ° . - - 175 
Diseases of the lungs, and other organs of respiration - 307 
Diseases of the heart and bloodvessels . P i ; > 
Diseases of the stomach, liver, and other organs of digestior - 66 
Diseases of the kidneys, &c. = ‘ i ; ” : ‘i 12 
Childbirth, diseases of the uterus, &c. E 18 
Diseases of the joints, bones, and muscl 3 
Diseases of the skin - - - ~ . 3 
Old age, or natural decay - - . - 82 
Deaths by violence, privation, or intemperance - 32 
Causes not specified - - - - - - - - 2 
Deaths from all causes 989 
Population Average weekly Deaths 
Enumerated, Deaths, ]839-40-1-2-3 in the 
1341. © Years. 5 Winters. Week. 
West district: : 301,326 138 147 158 
North districts - - - - 366,303 17] 186 185 
Central districts —- - 374,759 188 201 189 
East districts - - - - 393,247 207 216 212 
South districts - - - 479,469 242 259 245 
Total - - <- - -= 1,015,104 946 1,009 989 


Males, 505; females, 484. 








THE PROVINCES. 


Srare or tHe Poor 1s Dorsersuire.—The honourable and reverend 
S. G. Osborne has addressed a letter to Mr G. Bankes, M.P., dis- 
claiming indignantly the party motives ascribed to him by that gentle- 
man lately in parliament, in disclosing the condition of the Dorsetshire 
labourers: and adds some further remarks on the original subject :— 
“1 do not think,” he says, “ one man in this neighbourhood who reads 
it (Mr B.'s speech in parliament ) can fail of being amused at your coy- 
ness 4 putting the average of wages at IIs., exclusive of mise ‘Ianeous 
advantages. ‘The truth is, the landlords are most of them paying 9s. ; 
the farmers, some of them &s., but many only 7s. ; doubtless, in many 
cases the men have more or less of the advantages you allude to; but [ean 
get vou the names of scores of labourers who get only 7s., without any 
advantages whatever. ‘There is a good deal of piecework ; but yet you 
will find on inquiry that such is the general condition of the labourer, 
that we are obliged to assist many out of the rates who are in full work 
on full pay ; we have to keep all who fall sick, with searce an exception, 
and to bury all who die at the expense of the rate payers. As to the 
cottages, it isnot, as you would have it inferred, merely the parish 
housesand small leaseholds that are indecently crowded and in a ruinous 
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condition ; the cottages of many large proprietors are in the same con- 
dition: if you wish it, I. will publish a well-authenticated list of cot- 
tages that have been destroyed by large proprietors within these thirty 
years, over a large tract of country, and the number that have been 
built ; and I think I shall prove to your satisfaction, that if the parish 
houses and the cottages of small needy proprietors are indecently 
crowded, it is owing in a great measure to the large proprietors having 
caused the great scarcity of dwellings, by pulling down so many and 
putting up so few.” 

Covenrry.—<A great public meeting took place at Coventry on Mon- 
day, called by the Mayor, in pursuance of a numerously-signed requi- 
sition, “for the purpose of taking into consideration the grievances of 
freland, and adopting such a course as might appear requisite to pro- 
tect the constitutional liberties of the British people from the dangers to 
which the recent proceedings in that country had exposed them,” 
Besides Mr O'Connell, the Mayor and other inhabitants spoke on those 
questions. The Liberator’s speech was of great length, and, as might be 
supposed, similar to those which he has lately been delivering. We 
subjoin some of the more novel and striking passages :— 

“TI have come amongst you to declare the sufferings of the people of 
Ireland—to proclaim not fanciful evils or imaginary grievances, or the 
mere denial of abstract political rights alone on the part of the people of 
Ireland; no, Lam come here to proclaim to you that the people of Lreland 
are suffering distress and destitution, and to seek your sympathy and sup- 
port in my endeavours to ameliorate the condition of the working classes. 
(Loud cheers.) It is with that view that I address you, and although I 
am unwilling to occupy your time with mere statistical statements, to show 
you the state of Ireland, yet there is one fact stated by the poor-law com- 
missioners which is in itself so descriptive of the state of the Lrish people, 
that I shall state it to you at the commencement. It is stated by the com- 
missioners of poor-law inquiry in Ireland, that out of her population there 
are no less than 2,385,000 who are ina complete state of destitution during a 
considerable portion of the year. Now, that is a proportion of one-fourth of 
the whole population in a state of destitution for a portion of the year. 
(Hear.) Could anything, I ask, be better calculated than that statement 
to enlist the best feelings of the human heart in the cause of Ireland, and 
to demand the best and most strenuous exertions of every friend of hu- 
manity? (Hear, hear.) But the evidence which I can bring forward of 
the destitution and suffering of an immense portion of the people of Ire- 
land does not rest there, for an additional proof of that misery and desti- 
tution is to be found in the fact of the population decreasing at the rate of 
70,000 per annum, and there cannot possibly be any greater proof of des- 
titution than that which is afforded by the retrograding of population, for 
population will continue to increase for a long time after a nation’s pros- 
perity has departed; but in no country, unless in one in astate of complete 
destitution, can the population continue to decrease as it has done for se- 
veral years in Ireland. . . . . The poor peasant in Mayo sets out for 
Dublin on foot: he walks eighty or ninety miles, and, having reached 
Dublin, he goes on the wet deck of a steamer to Liverpool; he travels on 
foot to Lincolnshire or Kent, and after working at the harvest, he is able 
to bring away three or four pounds, having agar seven hundred miles 
in order to bring that home safe to his family. Oh, who will tell me that 
the man who does so is not willing to work. (Cheers.) Do we not see 
every year 200,000 of the labouring population of Ireland coming to Eng- 
land to seek employment? We see them travelling through the country 
in all directions, and in their long journeys, surrounded by objects which 
could be easily laid hold of, and which, though of little importance in your 
eyes, would be wealth to them; and yet out of those 200,000 which come 
every year to seek employment in England, we never find any sent to gaol 
for pilfering or theft, although in returning home they are surrounded by 
temptations; so they could not be suspected of going away because they 
had committed a theft. (Hear, hear.) Yes, the poor reaper walks 300 or 
400 miles to earn afew pounds with which to pay the rent of his cabin; 
and why does he do so? Oh, because the mother of his little children lives 
in that cabin, because his children were born there, and he expects his 
babes to lisp a welcome on his return; it is for the enjoyment of the heart 
he does it; it is this feeling that enables the poor Irish peasant to travel 
seven hundred miles through temptation, and come home scatheless. 
(Great cheering.) Bad government is the real evil of Ireland. (Hear, 
hear.) The people are deprived of their just privileges and franchises. 
(Hear, hear ) Even the people of England have not a fair share of the 
privileges to which they are entitled. The man is a slave who cannot 
vote for a representative. You have a slave class in England, but yet you 
are, with all that deprivation, as free again compared with the people of 
Ireland. (Hear, hear.) .. . I said that if justice were not done 
for Ireland I would seek that justice in another parliament, but I was 
laughed at. They don’t laugh at me now. (Cheers.) I asked them, if 
they really did not wish for repeal, not to make the union altogether in- 
sufferable. Now reverse the case of England and Ireland, and suppose 
that England had only 100 members, whilst Ireland had 350 ; suppose that 
Treland had 38,000 voters while England had only 1,500—would you bear 
t? (No,no.) No; Englishmen would not bear such injustice; and if it 
were attempted to be practised—I saw a picture of Charles the First some- 
where in this hall to-day (laughter and cheers)—I'll tell you what you 
would do—you would not commit any act of disloyalty—you would not 
do anything by which you would forfeit that allegiance and fidelity which 
you owe to our beloved Queen (cheers )—but the old spirit which was roused 

n the days of Charles the First would be roused again in the breasts of the 

men of England—swords would tremble at the sides of the civilians, and 
you would put down this injustice, without bloodshed, it is true, but with 
infallible success, for England would not bear it. England ought not to 
bear it, and Ireland ought not to bear it. (Immense cheering. )” 
The learned and honourable gentleman again went over the points of 
his trial, which had been ruled unfairly against him, a subject now 
familiar to all; and concluded by a warm denunciation of the Irish 
church, which appears to have told remarkably on the audience. 


Barsery spy Lorp Duncannon’s Acents, at Duruam.—Our readers 
are already aware, that, subsequent to the election of Lord Dungannon 
for the city of Durham, in April last, after the time for petitioning 
against his return would have expired, according to the old law, his 
lordship’s agents, Mr George Wilkinson and Mr John Ward, solicitors, 
of Durham, paid head money, on the 8th May, to a great number of 
the freemen who had voted for his lordship. On this being discovered, 
a petition was presented, under Lord John Russell's act (which declares 
head money paid after an election to be bribery), and Lord Dungannon 
was unseated on the 14th July, and Mr Bright afterwards returned. At 
the recent Durham assizes, being the earliest at which the indictments 
could be prepared and the evidence collected, separate bills for bribery 








against Mr Ward and Mr Wilkinson were preferred before the grand 
jury, who found these bills on Wednesday last. We understand that 
each indictment contains allegations of three separate acts. ‘The defen- 
dants immediately surrendered, and gave bail to take their trial at the 
next Durham (summer) assizes. 

INcENDIARISM IN Essex ANv Surrotx.—The convictions at the recent 
assizes for Essex have not in the least subdued the spirit of incendiarism 
in these districts of the country, as no less than seven instances have 
occurred since the termination of the assizes, viz., at Stowmarket, Bac- 
ton, Freston, and Tuddenham, in Suffolk; and at Tendering, Rayne, 
and Braintree, in Essex. ‘The fire at Rayne, near Braintree, took place 
on Saturday night last, when nine cornstacks, several haystacks, and all 
the extensive agricultural buildings of a most respectable farmer were 
completely consumed, and the amount of damage is estimated at be- 
tween 3,000/. and 4,000/. The fire at Braintree occurred about 8 o'clock 
on Monday evening last. It originated ina shed filled with straw, in a 
small farm yard situate near a range of cottages called the “ Barrack- 
yard,” near Coxall lane, the entrance into the town of Braintree from 
Coggeshall. ‘lhe shed and its contents being of so combustible a nature, 
the flames spread with the greatest rapidity, and soon communicated 
with a barn that stood near, and both were in ashes in less than an hour. 
In the barn there was a considerable quantity of dressed wheat, which 
was also destroyed. ‘The disastrous consequences were unhappily not 
confined to this spot, for as the wind blew a stiff breeze from the east, 
the flames could not be prevented from reaching the range of cottages 
(19 in number) above alluded to, and 15 of them were entirely consumed, 
and the remaining four completely gutted. ‘The scene was most dis- 
tressing, as from the rapid progress of the flames it was with the greatest 
difficulty that the furniture of the various families who occupied the 
cottages was preserved. Parents and their numerous families were to 
be seen in the field adjoining, huddled together with the heaps of fur- 
niture, in the greatest confusion and consternation, where they remained 
for several hours, and are now rendered houseless, although temporarily 
assisted by theirkind neighbours. ‘The whole of the property consumed 
(except the four houses gutted) belongs to the Rey. B. Seale, rector of 
Braintree, who is greatly affected at the calamity, and has rendered every 
assistance in his power to the unfortunate sufferers. The supply of 
water was very deficient. Happily no lives were lost. We regret to 
add that some heartless villains took advantage of the unfortunate situa- 
tion of the sufferers, and succeeded in extracting 111. &s. from a chest 
of drawers belonging to an industrious man, and IJ. 5s. from a cupboard 
belonging to a poor woman who had laid the money by to pay her forth- 
coming quarter’s rent. Another poor woman also lost her watch from 
her house. ‘There is not the least doubt that it was the act of an incen- 
diary. 

Tue Srarrorpsume Cornimers.—The Staffordshire Advertiser says:— 
“ A considerable number of the coal proprietors have acceded to the 
request of the men—to give three shillings for a day of eight hours ; 
and in consequence of that the anticipated * strike’ has been a less serious 
affair than was apprehended. Several large proprietors, however, still 
resist the demand, not on account of its being exorbitant, but they say 
they are unwilling to be dictated to as to how they shall manage their 
own affairs ; and also, because they believe the present is only considered 
by the men an instalment of a further and more serious demand to be 
shortly made, The colliers have had several out-door meetings during 
the week, at which a person named Lomax, the agent of the National 
Union, has taken a leading part. ‘The purport of the speeches was ex- 
horting the men to stick to each other, and work only eight hours a 
day ; and assuring them that if they did so they would, in a very little 
time, have four shillings for the eight hours, whieh was what they 
wanted. There seems to be no reason to apprehend that any disturbance 
will ensue. The movements of the colliers are closely watched by the 
police, and there is a strong military force at hand, immediately to quell 
any disorder that may arise.” 

A CriercyMay’s Opryion or Mecuanics’ Ixstirvtes.—The Rey 
Andrew Knox, of Birkenhead, Liverpool, has declined becoming a party 
to the formation of an “ Intellectual Improvement Society ” in that 
town. After objecting to two of the paragraphs in the circular of the 
founders of the society, one of which, he said, put education in the place 
of the Saviour, and the other in the place of the Holy Spirit, he added, 
“that he had been preaching all his life against such societies as that, for 
he considered mechanies’ institutions and mutual improvement societies 
as hot-beds of infidelity ; they created a spirit of democracy amongst the 
people, and had been the greatest curse of this country. ‘Total abstainer, 
said, drunkenness had been the greatest evil, but he thought that 
mechanics’ institutions had been the greatest evil.” 

Tue Munper ar Newcastie.—The adjourned inquest on the body 
of Ann Sherwood was held on Monday, when a verdict of “ wilful mur- 
der” was returned against her husband, Mark Sherwood, who was fully 
committed. ; 

Tre Mvurper at Bricurox.—The unfortunate man John Lawrence, 
who so recently murdered the superintendent of police at Brighton, was 
tried on Wednesday at Lewes, for that offence, before Lord Denman. 
Having been found guilty, the sentence of death was passed upon him. 
During his trial the prisoner was in a state of great excitement, and when 
sentence was passed upon him he fainted and became insensible. 

Dreaprur Murper ar Wepnessury.—The town and neighbourhood 
of Wednesbury, Staffordshire, have, during the past week, been ina 
state of considerable excitement in consequence of a most diabolical 
murder, at the residence of Mr John Crowther, on Saturday morning 
last. ‘Che murdered person is a woman of the name of Ann Griffiths, 
aged 38, and Mr Crowther’s household servant. A discharged male 
servant, named William Beard, accused also of robbing the house, is in 
custody, under suspicion of having been the murderer. 

Trav ovr tHe Murperer or Joux Morrarr.—On Friday last, 
George Lowther and Matthew Pearson took their trial at York, for the 
murder of John Moffatt, the head gamekeeper to the Marquis of Nor- 
manby—the first as principal, and the second as aiding and abetting. 
The jury found Lowther guilty, and acquitted Pearson. The judge, in 
passing sentence of death upon the wretched man, said that he had 
been convicted on the clearest testimony of depriving a fellow-creature 
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of life, and that he could not hold out to him the slightest hope of a } tion, and he is then informed that there is no prosecution against him. 


relaxation of the law in his case. 
admonished by the learned judge. 
TxwcenprarismM.—On Sunday afternoon a large haulm-stack, at Borley 
hall, near the Roadbridge turnpike-gate, Melford, in the occupation of 
Mr Branwhite, of Gestingthorpe, was set on fire and quickly reduced 
to ashes; but happily the wind lay in such a direetion that no other 
damage was done, or the whole farm buildings and stacks might have 
been destroyed. ‘The young villain by whom the deed was perpetrated 
walked deliberately off, and meeting one of the workmen, told him what 
he had done. He was apprehended.—On Monday night, about eight 
o’clock, a fire broke out in Mill street, Mildenhall, which was burning 
when our correspondent’s letter was despatched, but it was hoped would 
he speedily subdued. 
ber.—On Monday last, Frederick Borley and John Girt, both of Stow- 


| 


This is the ninth fire in the parish since Novem. | 


market, were apprehended by Frewer, on suspicion of having set fire to | 


a shed near the farming premises of Mr A. Canler, of Abott’s hall.— 
Bury Post. 

Coach Rosprry or 1,500 Soverriaxs.—On Monday the Defiance, 
Oxford coach, was robbed of the above sum, which had been forwarded 
trom a banking house west of ‘Temple-bar to Messrs Robinson, ‘Vhom- 
son. and Co., of the Old) Bank, Oxford. The coachman, Mr Hobson, 
who is a highly respectable man, it appears has been in the habit of 
bringing bankers’ parcels to Oxford, which no doubt some of the swell 
mob were aware of. ‘The box containing the gold was put in its ac- 
customed place of security, in the front boot, in London, but on arriving 
at the Old Bank, Oxford, it was missing. It is supposed that the 
robbery was committed by a person who occupied the box-seat, as on 
arriving at Benson he was seen to open the boot, during the time of 
changing horses, and take something out. 
is also supposed to be a confederate, stopped at Benson, where he was 


One of the passengers, who 
is 

taken into custody the same night by Lucas, the Oxford city marshall ; 
he has undergone a private examination before the magistrates, and is 
remanded. ‘The box passenger kept his place to Oxford, and at that 
time not being suspected any more than any of the other nine passengers, 





vot off the coach, and has not since been heard of. 

~ Dreapret Fire av Liverroot,—On Wednesday morning, about a 
quarter to five o'clock, a fire was discovered in the back part of the 
house oceupied by Mr Robert Clay, chymist and druggist, situate at 


to property in Kingstown, have been very considerable. 


Pearson was then called upon, and | It is a most monstrous proceeding, and to the poor man a great griev- 


ance. ‘The police go about dressed as ballad singers. ‘They go to an 
unfortunate printer, give him a copy of a song to print, and when they 
thus entrap him, they seize upon him and drag him as a felon to prison. 
—Court: Did the magistrate refuse bail ?—Mr Doheny: The man was 
unable to procure bail, my lord.—Mr Scott: We are not going to put 
him on trial—Mr Doheny: It may be unpleasant to be obliged to 
mention such circumstances, but I owe a duty to my client, and it is fit 
the public should know the kind of business the police are employed 
in; and | think this court a fit place to inquire who it is that is respon- 
sible for the conduct of the police, whose authority they can adduce for 
so flagrant an attack on the liberty of any one that is foolish or igno- 
rant enough to allow himself to be entrapped by them. 

Tur Lare Drraprur Gare.—One of the most violent storms ever 
known upon the Trish coast blew from the eastward on Friday morning 
and Saturday. ‘The injuries sustained by vessels, and the damage done 
On Saturday 
the sea was so convulsed, and the weather so tempestuous, that the rail- 
way trains could run only upon the rail farthest from the shore, as the 
waves, for a great portion of the line, made clear breaches over the wall, 
and in some places washed the ballasting away. ‘The down train, at a 
quarter before eight o'clock, consisting of the Kingstown engine and 
eight carriages, got off the line, the rails having been disturbed by the 
terrific fi In less than three hours all was again set right, 
Without any injury to either engine or carriages. Six vessels 
wreeked and six damaged in Dublin harbour alone, but happily no lives 
were lost, 


ree of the sea. 


were 


SCOTLAND. 

Trixtvey Cotrecr, Prerrusume.—We understand that the plans of 
this college are now ready, and that contractors have been invited to 
come forward to undertake the work. ‘The architect, Mr Henderson, 
has been singularly happy in his design, which has been submitted to, 


| and received the marked approval of the highest authorities in England. 


the upper end of Bold street, on the right-hand side, contiguous to Col- | 


quitt street. ‘There were only three persons sleeping on the premises, 
namely, Mr Keane, Mr Smith, an assistant in the shop, and a servant 
maid, who all seem to have made the discovery of the fire almost at the 
same time, and they attempted to make their escape. ‘The servant 
jumped into the street, a height of between 30 and 40 feet. Mr 
almost immediately followed her rash example, by jumping out of the 
window upon the cluster of gentlemen who were standing round the 
girl at the time. Both have been much injured. With respect to the 
tire, the flames continued for about two hours to burst forth with great 
fury, but in about an hour after the engines had arrived the roof fell in 
with a tremendous crash, and from that time the fire might be said to 
have been mastered. How it originated is a mystery. Damage to 
house and property to the extent of 1,000/. or 1,200/. was effected ; but 
we are happy to learn that no pecuniary loss will fall upon Mr Clay, as 
he was insured to the amount of 2,000/. in the Liverpool oftice. 


IRELAND. 


Rereat Associarion.—The rent of the week, including ¢ 
America, amounted, as announced on Monday, to 590/. 

Lorp Norsuny’s Murprr.—The trial of the persons charged with 
this erime has been postponed till next assizes. 

NarionaL Epccarion—* Arrattinc” ANNouncement.—The Dublin 
Evening Mailof Wednesday afternoon says :—* We have an appalling com- 
munication to make to our readers and to the country —one resting upon 
such authority that its truth admits of neither question nor doubt.” 
Ihis “ appalling” statement is thus given, in the form of a letter “ from 
a private correspondent :"—** Lonnox, Monpay.—You may rest assured 
that the premier himself has addressed a letter to the Irish executive 
upon the subject of national education, in which he distinetly declares 
that no future patronage is to be bestowed on clergymen of the established 
church in Ireland, who not only are not inimical to the system of national 
education, but who will not undertake to place all schools in the parishes 
or dioceses in which they may be promoted under the immediate manage- 
ment of Dr. Murray’s Board.” “This (observes the Evening Mail) may 
be considered in the nature of a bribe or a threat, affecting the Protestant 
clergy ;” and the Orange journal is proportionably angry. 

Cork.—We are enabled to announce that in a communication from 
Mr O'Connell, received this morning by the Mayor, he has expressed 
his readiness “to devote Monday, the 8th of April (Easter Monday), to 
any demonstration his friends in the south of Ireland may think advis- 
able.”—- Cork Reporter. , 

Pressyrentan Marniacrs,—At the recent meeting of the General 
Assembly, held last week at Belfast, it was determined that meetings 
should be held in most of the cities and towns of Ulster, on the subject 
of the marriage question. 

Barracks.—A return of the expenses incurred in the fortification of 
barracks and other stations for troops in Ireland in the year 1843, has 
just been published by order of the House of Commons, on the motion 
of Captain Bernal, M.P. It appears, according to this paper, that the 
gross total amount of expenses so incurred during the above-mentioned 
period was 14,450/. Ils. ‘The number of barracks was as follows, viz. : 
—in the Dublin district, 16 (including 5 in the metropolitan city); in 
the Limerick district, 15; in the Cork district, 11; in the Athlone 
district, 21; and in the Belfast district, 12. No expense has been in- 


3500. 


from 


curred by the Royal Engineer department for police barracks in Lreland. 

Poricrk Spies. —At the Clonmel assizes, on Wednesday, Mr Doheny 
applied to the court on behalf of a person named Moran, who was in 
He is not to be 
Really, 
A man is contined for 
ot sedi- 


custody on a charge of sedition, Clerk of the Crown: 
tried; the crown has given up the prosecution. —Mr Doheny : 
iy lord, this is a most unheard-of proceeding ; 
a period of six or seven months, charged with a novel specie: 





Prere-Trape Feeninc 1x Furr.—So far as we can judge of feeling in 
Fife (among farmers), we would say that about one-third may be ad- 
vocates for the continuance of the bread tax, but that other two-thirds 
consist of those who are either directly opposed to its continuance, or 
advocates of a low fixed duty, and these latter are in a fair way of be- 
coming repealers ; and if anything were needed to produce this change, 
the puerile balderdash of the pro-corn-law advocates has abundantly 


supplied it—Fife Herald. 


Keane | 





Unequat Rerresentation.—The subjoined statement and comparison 
of the population and electors of six small boroughs and six large ones, 


| gives some idea of the inequality of representation in the House of 





Commons which still exists :— 








Boreushe Electors in Gross 
_——— 1839—40, Population 
Harwich : P 18] d é 4,297 
Thetford ; 160 ‘ ‘ 3,462 
Chippenham . 265 ‘ 3,270 
‘Totness ‘ 34] : 3.308 
Huntingdon 386 3,413 
Knaresborough 240 6,258 
]}2 Members to 1,573 28,008 
Westminster. 14,254 202,460 
Tower Hamlets 13,551 302,519 
Liverpool 14,970 193,000 
Finsbury ; . 12,974 224,839 
Marylebone . 11,625 234,294 
Manchoster . 12,150 187,022 
12 Members to. . 79,524 ; 1,344,134 
In Seotland three counties, having in all 2,192 electors, send three 


members to parliament; and three other counties, having 9,460 electors, 
send the same number of representatives to parliament. We find the 
same gross inequality in Ireland, of which the following is a specimen : — 
The eounty of Kildare, with 27,625 adult males, of whom only 1,152 
are registered electors, sends two members to parliament ; whilst the 
city of Cork, having 171,873 male adults, of whom, however, no more 
than 8,926 are electors, possesses nu more representative power in the 
legislature. 

Tur Two Lracurs.—The League is powerful because it repeats and 
spreads the ideas of Adam Smith. Ninety years ago, a young professor 
in the moral-philosophy chair of Glasgow stated the principles now 
enforced from the Ministerial benches by Sir Robert Peel and Mr 
Gladstone, and from the stage of Covent Garden by the eloquence of 
Richard Cobden, Milner Gibson, John Bright, and W. J. Fox; prin- 
ciples which now fill all newspapers, and crowd all meetings. ‘The old 
story in Hlierocles of the reflection of the fox on seeing the mask, 
“What a pity that such a pretty face has no brains!” is applicable to 
every Anti-League society. What a pity that presidents, and secretaries, 
and speechifiers, and pamphleteers, and journalists, should have got no 
ideas to disseminate! The Anti- League societies are further from being 
efficient opponents of the Anti-Corn-law associations than the bishop in 
the story was from having shirts. “ Please, my lord, your shirts are 


worn out,” was the announcement of the servant to his master. “ Very 
well,” the bishop replied, “tell them to go and sow flax.” The Anti- 


Leaguers should begin by educating their philosophers. Until a genius 
shall arise, who shall prove it to be injurious to produce goods, corn, wine, 
cloth, or hardware, in the spots nature has pointed out for them, the 
most fertile fields, the sunniest valleys, the most convenient and neigh- 
bouring mines of iron and coal, the lecturers of the Anti- League societies 
must remain preachers without a doctrine. Had there not been an 
Adam Smith, there never could have been a Richard Cobden. About 
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the end of the last century, a book was published, entitled the “ Wealth 
of Nations ;” but for that book there could not have been this league. — 
Westminster Review. 








FREE-TRADE MOVEMENTS. 
MEETING OF THE NATIONAL ANTI-CORN-LAW LEAGUE. 
The Anti-Corn-law League held its usual weekly meeting on Wed- 
nesday evening, at Covent Garden Theatre. The attendance was as 
great and the zeal as enthusiastic as on former occasions, There was 


no space left unoccupied. 

At seven o'clock, the Right Honourable the Earl of Radnorcame on 
the platform, and was greeted with several rounds of applause. The 
noble lord was accompanied by a very numerous body of members of 
the council of the League. Lord Radnor having taken the cliair, the 
secretary read the minutes of the proceedings of the previous meeting, 
which were confirmed. 

The Noble Chairman then came forward amidst repeated shouts 
of welcome, and when they had subsided, he said :—In opening the 
proceedings he willingly took the chair at their meeting for various 
reasons ; the first was that he wished, in as public a manner as he could, 
to applaud the proceedings of tlrose engaged in the cause, and bear tes- 
timony to their perseverence, ability, and courage, in carrying out 
the struggle of the principles of free trade against the advocates of 
monopoly. He was alsa anxious in his person to repudiate all the 
abuse and scurrility which had been so lavishly poured out upon the 
members of the League, and to bear his testimony against the flagitious 
charges which had been imputed to them. They had been accused of 
abetting incendiarism, and when he (the noble chairman) intimated to 
a person who had insinuated the charge that he intended to observe 
upon it in his place in the house, the charge was not withdrawn, nor 
did the nobleman who made it attempt to justify the grounds of his 
allegation. He (Lord Radnor) now, as in the House of Lords, ex- 
pressed his utter contempt of such a groundless charge against gentle- 
men who were as incapable of subjecting themselves to it as the noble 
lord who made it. (Loud cheers.) It was said that the Leaguers had 
only their own interest and the accumulation of money in view. 
Even if it were so, it was the duty of all men to consult their own in- 
terests as much as they could without injury to others (cheers) ; but 
he thought he could show that the object of the League was to 
serve the entire community. During the war time, when ministers 
wanted to raise money, they boasted of the flourishing condition of our 
manufactures, upon which they relied for the sinews of the war which 
was so successfully concluded. All the luxuries, too, which were re- 
quired in a highly civilized and artificial state of society were procured 
from other lands, by exchanging with them the products of our manu- 
facturing industry. Again, the manufacturing districts gave employ- 
ment to a population which increased at the rate of 1,000 per diem 
(Cheers.) A reference to the census tables would show the rate at 
which the manufacturing population increased, whilst that in the agri- 
cultural districts diminished. In 1811 the agricultural population were 
352 in the 1,000, in 1821 they decreased to 352, in 1831 to 281, and, 
calculating at the same ratio, in 1861 they must be reduced to 175 
in the 1,000. Wouldit be desirable, even if it were practicable, to check 
such a means of absorbing our superabundant agricultural population ? 
(Cheers.) The manufacturing population had increased proportionately 
on one-third of the area of thecountry. They were now, in that narrowed 
space, 54 per cent. of the entire population, whilst on the other two- 
thirds the agricultural population were only 46 per cent. of the whole. 
(Cheers.) In the manufacturing districts the poor rates were only 
4s. 10d. a head, whilst in the agricultural districts they were 7s. 10d. 
(Cheers.) Another reason for supporting manufactures was, that they 
reudered the necessaries of life cheaper and more within the reach of 
persons of smaller incomes. He was the less unwilling to bear this 
testimony to the advantages of manufacture as his income was wholly 
and solely derived from the land. Ie would state a curious fact easily 
ascertained from the official and the declared value of our exports. 
The official value was the price the articles bore in 1694, and the de- 
clared value was the present price. From export returns it would be 
found that agricultural produce, which in 1694 would only bring 1001, 
would now be worth 2431, whilst manufactures worth 1001, at that 
period were now worth no more than 40/, Surely agriculturists could 
not complain when 100/. of their produce would purchase as much 
manufactures as 600/, would in 1694. (Loud cheers.) It was said, 
that the principles of free trade were good in the abstract, though not 
in the concrete, and particularly that they did not apply to the article 
of food ; but, if good at all, the more important the article as a neces- 
sary of life the more strictly should they be adhered to. It was said 
that corn had been the subject of legislation for hundreds of years, but 
the old corn laws were to secure a supply to the people, and not to 
protect the landlord. It was in the time of Charles II they were re- 
sorted to for the latter purpose, and in many of the preambles of the 
acts subsequently passed that purpose was openly avowed; yet, after 
all, they had failed to effect their purpose; and, for his own part, he 
believed the full recognition of the principles of free trade would prove 
most beneficial to the landlord, as well as to every other class of the 
community. New and improved modes of cultivation would be adopted, 
a greater amount of capital would be expended on the land, more labour 
would be called into action, and landlords would exhibit that species of 
enterprise by which manufacturers had so greatly increased their capi- 
tal. Protective laws were a flying in the face of Providence, who wisely 
designed that countries should learn kindness and amity by a mutual 
dependence on and interchange with each other, (The noble ear! con- 
cluded amidst loud cheers. ) 

The Noble Chairman then introduced 

Mr C. Lattimore, a tenant farmer, who would be happy to remove 
the doubts of any person who did not believe him to be one. As a 
farmer, choosing that pursuit in preference to any other, it was not to 














be supposed that he would injure the cause of agriculture, which, how- 
ever he was fully convinced found no benefit from what had been called 
protection. He concurred with the noble chairman in thinking that the 
application of more capital to the land would be a benefit instead of an 
evil, as an increase of produce would necessarily imply an increase of 
labour. The real cause of the ery for protection arose from political 
motives, in which the tenant farmer had no interest; and the man was 
an enemy to his country who endeavoured to sow dissension between 
the farmers and the manufacturers. ‘The Duke of Richmond was mis- 
taken in supposing that he had the whole of the agriculturists with 
him. There were certain classes of amphibious farmers ef whom he 
would make the duke a present ; but the intelligent majority of the 
working farmers were with the people. (Cheers.) There were some 
things to which protection might be favourably applied—for instance, 
would these protective landlords repeal the Chandos clause, or would 
they afford those holding under it the protection of the ballot ? After 
descanting on the injurious effects of the game laws, and asking would 
the landlords protect the tenants against the losses the latter incurred 
for them, Mr Lattimore adverted to the franchise, and observed upon 
the manner in which the landlords too generally endeavoured to con- 
vert that which was given for the general good to their own peculiar 
political advantage. The abolition of the corn laws involved the abo- 
lition of feudal privileges, and the farmer should on that account unite 
with the League to get rid of them. The question at issue was not 
protection to the farmer but protection to the rents ; and the assump- 
tion of sympathy with the agricultural labourer was all affected. Tlie 
squalid misery of some of these labourers would form a study for an 


‘artist and make an appropriate frontispiece to a protection hall. 


(Cheers.) ‘This was not thie fault of the farmer, who could not pay 
more unless he could contrive to raise more from the land and expend 
less of its profits in rent. Much had been said by protectionists about 
raising the moral and religious condition of the poor, but whilst man 
had physical wants, it was mere hypocrisy to talk of exalting his moral 
position, whilst his primary physical wants remained unsatisfied. The 
history of man in his progress to civilization showed that he was al- 
ways a cook before he became a gentleman. (Laughter.) Protective 
laws divided nations, and it was this principle of protection which con- 
tinued any unfriendly feelings which existed between this country and 
the United States. Agriculture itself was a noble pursuit, and needed 
no protection. Some of the noblest and most intelligent men of anti- 
quity retired for relaxation to agricultural pursuits ; which in our own 
times were likewise ennobled by such names as Raduor, Spencer, Ducie, 
and Kinnaird. (Loud cheers.) Myr Lattimore concluded by urging 
upon the League a strenuous exertion in the cause which they were 
united to advance. ; 

Mr Hunt, another tenant farmer, who stated that his whole capital 
was invested in agriculture, gave it as his opinion that agriculture and 
manufactures were like a pair of scissors, of which each half would be 
worthless without the other. Formerly the agricultural interest pre- 
dominated. The manufacturing interest was now in the ascendant : 
and, as the change arose from natural causes, it would be injurious to 
struggle against the result. The corn laws were passed for the pur- 
pose of protecting rents ; and, relying upon those laws, the landlords 
had not resorted, as the manuiacturers had done, to other modes of 
improving their land, which was their capital. A bad system of agri- 


| culture was one of the consequences, and another was, that the agri- 


cultural labourers were kept in a state of political ignorance and 
vassalage. If the land were cultivated with a view to the largest 
amount of produce, for one labourer now employed three would be 
called into action. (Cheers.) If the landlords had not the protection 
upon which they now relied, they would be compelled to improve their 
article (hear), and a vast quantity of labour would be called into re- 
quisition. As to the threat alluded to of the landlords taking their 
farms into their own hands, the answer was they had not the means 
(Loud cheers.) To improve the land would require capital, and the 
capitalist before investing his money in land would require the secu- 
rity which long leases would afford him. Such protection would not 
only free him from the danger of insecure investment of capital, but 


| also from the political thraldom in which the present position of the 


farmer involved him, This was the great secret why the landlords 
clung to protection. With all the protection afforded to the agricul- 
tural labourer, and all the affected regard for him, he had not flesh 
meat once in a month, and many of the farmers were in a similar con- 
dition. There were other articles besides corn to which the farmer 


should look for returns, such as cheese, butter, &e., and which, in a 


| neighbourhood were in want of markets. 





prosperous state of society, would yield him a return. This was illus- 
trated by a briskness in the iron trade at Monmouth a short time ago, 
when not only were all the neighbouring districts ransacked for their 
produce, but steamers loaded with provisions were sent from Bristol 
The trade fell off, and instead of looking for food, the districts in the 
(Cheers.) Much was said 
of the taxes pressing on agriculture. He did not think it bore a dis- 
proportionate share, but of those which had been taken otf who had 
obtained the advantage ? ‘The landlords alone. ‘They obtained all 
the produce of the land except what was necessary to its cultivation 
and the maintenance of the farmer, so that ifatax upon a rocking 
horse or shepherd’s dog was reduced it went into the pockets of the 
landlord. Discussion, however, would remove the ignorance of far 
mers upon the subject, and teach them that he only was a free man 
whose knowledge made him free. (Loud cheers.) ~ 

Mr Cobden, who was hailed with deafening cheers, congratulated 
the meeting —to whom, having been refused a committee up stairs by 
the house, he was now making his appeal—on the evidence given by 
his two witnesses, the tenant farmers. The hon. gentleman, in an 
able and humorous speech, commented on Mr Day’s pamphlet, which 
he said made up its arguments by transposing sentences and omitting 
the dates of the Anti-Corn-law speeches on which it professed to com- 
ment. The League had been successful in all the country meetings, 
except that at Huntingdon, but they might comfort themselves for the 
want of success there by the reflection that it was unusually behind- 
hand in intelligence, being the last place in England where an old 
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woman was burnt for witchcraft, and where a fellow of Cambridge to 
this day preached an annual sermon against witchcraft in conformity 
with a bequest left for that purpose. After urging various arguments 
to show that the value of land would be increased and the demand for 
labour extended by the incitement to activity which the removal of the 
protecting duties upon which they now relied would occasion amongst 
the landlords, the hon. gentleman referred to aspeech of Mr M‘Duttie, 
whom he described as the Villiers of the American Congress, the only 
difference being that Mr M‘Duffie contended against protection to the 
American calico-printers, whilst Mr Villiers fought the battle against 
the English landlords—with this exception, the forcible arguments and 
enlightened views of both were exactly the same. His object in re- 
ferring to this speech was to answer those who asked why did they not 
take a higher ground, and insist upon such changes in the constitution 
itself as would render the repeal of the corn laws more easily obtain- 
able. In America they had the ballot, they had universal sutfrage, 
and yet, at the same time they had slavery and oligarchy, if calico- 
printers were able to procure for themselves protection. (Cheers and 
laughter.) He hoped this would be considered a sufficient reason why 
they concentrated their energies upon one practical object, and to effect 
this object the members of the League would hold out the hand of 
fellowship to Mr M‘Dutftie, and aid him in putting down the oligarchy 
of cotton-spinners on one side of the Atlantic, and of landlords on the 
other. (Immense cheering.) 

At the callof Mr Cobden, several rounds of cheering were given for 
the Earl of Radnor, and the meeting separated. 
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ANTI-PREE-TRADE MOVEMENTS. 
MEETING OF NORTHUMBERLAND PROTECTIONISTS 

On Wednesday, last week, a meeting described by a Berwick Con- 
servative paper as of the “ landowners, farmers, and others interested in 
the prosperity of agriculture, in the county of Northumberland (without 
distinction of party), who disapprove of the conduct pursued by the 
Anti-Corn-law League, was held at the Court house, Morpeth, for the 
purpose of adopting the most efficient measures to resist the present 
agitation, pursuant to requisition, and signed by 700 owners and occu- 
piers of land, agricultural labourers, and others, in the county of 
Northumberland.” Fifteen hundred were present, including many landed 
proprietors. A tenant farmer was in the and Sir Matthew 
White Ridley, who was one of the speakers, in moving the first resolu- 
tion, made the following declaration :— 

“Tam one of those who would say, we arrogate to ourselves no peculiar 
or exclusive protection; but Isay alsothat we have a right—a fair right~ 
to as much protection as any of the other industrious productive classes of 
the united kingdom. . . Tsay at this time, when the landlords and 
tenants are striving for that object—at this time when capital is employed 
to so great an extent in draining and manuring—when both landlords and 
tenants are vesting their money in improving both arable and cultivated 
land—we must look for that protection which is given to the other classes 
of the community. [ have great pleasure to see, in every part of this 
country which I have visited, such efforts on the part of both landlords 
and tenantry. And at such atime, while the population is increasing, we 
are making the best efforts to meet the wants of that population; and 
under these circumstances I say do not let us stand alone, to be put down, 
and our opinions smothered and erushed by this body styled the Auti-Corn- 
law League.”’ 

Sir Charles Moncl begun by declaring 
that “they were met not to debate the corn question, but to declare 
their determination to protect their own property against the clamours 
of those who make such clamour against the laws which exist, and ought 
to exist, in every free country,” treated his audience to the tollowing 
statement of what are “the great interests of the country 


( hair 3 


, another of the farmers, havin 


“The great leading interests of this country are three-—the agricultural, 
the manufacturing, and the commercial. Of these three, the agricultural 
is the most fixed, and the prosperity of the country depends most upon it. 
Allusion has been made by Mr Rae to the history of the Roman empire, 
and J may allude to one very striking event which occurs in the annals of 
that country, in = the fact that agriculture is the principal interest. 
in the reign of the Emperor Claudius Cesar, a famine oceurred. In the 
city of Rome they had an officer similar to our secretary of state, whose 
duty it was to take care that the city was well supplied. The distress was 
great. In these circumstances the emperor went down to the forum to 
dispense justice in the ultimate jurisdiction which belonged to him, Te 
was surrounded by a mob, whose cries, had they spoken English, would 
have been ‘cheap bread.” The women were the most active in exciting 
discontent. ‘The emperor began to have fears for his personal safety. 
However, a message was sent up, and a body of horse came down, and 
carried him off in the middle of the tumult; and thus he was saved, 
without personal insult, but before he had received personal violence. It 
was ascertained there was not above a fortnight’s consumption in the city. 
‘And,’ says the historian, ‘there came an early spring, and it was thus 
that, by the favour of heaven, we were saved.” And he says, ‘ This coun- 
try of [taly aforetimes not only grew corn for its own consumption, but it 
hada supply to spare for the troops stationed in the most distant parts of 
the empire. But latterly we have thought to improve, and with that view 
have cultivated Sicily and Egypt, and now we have exposed the health 
and prosperity of the Roman people to the accidents of the sea, and the 
uncertainty of shipments.” This is a lesson to us; it shows that the historian 
who made that reflection was convinced that it is the first duty of every 
people to provide for its own subsistence, and not to depend upon foreign 
countries—no, not even upon its own colonies (applause); and it shows 
that the historian understood the true principles of politichl economy a 
great deal better than many pretenders to that science in modern times. 

‘ We freely admit,” Sir Charles continued, “ we freely admit the 
just claims of the manufacturing interest, and we are willing to remain 
quiet so long as the Anti-Corn-law League conducts itself with industry, 
honesty, and propriety. (Applause.) But when its counter claims are 
subversive of the other interests of the country, we have a right to make 
our claim for due protection. We claim this not merely for our own in- 


not 


terest, but for every other interest in the country, we make our claim 
against the counter claim of that body.” 

Mr Liddell, one of the members of parliament for the neighbouring 
county of Durham, was the only other speaker of consequence, and he 
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spoke at great length, but nothing that he said was new or of any great 
consequence ; and at the end of the proceedings a “ protection society ” 
was formed, but we do not notice that any subscriptions, as is usual in 
such cases, were made. 


Tim Marquis or Lonponperry.—The following letter was addressed 
by the Marquis to the chairman of the provisional committee, previous 
to the public meeting held in Durham on the 20th of last month, ex- 
pressive of his lordship’s concurrence in the objects of the society :— 

“ Paris, February 10, 1844. 

“ Sir,—I regret very much that at this time the scarlet fever is in 
my family, and confines me as a prisoner at Paris, where I only came 
for a short excursion. Understanding, however, from the public 
papers, that a committee is about to assemble at Durham, to form a 
Protective Society for the defence of the Agriculture of the United 
Kingdom, I lose no time in informing you, as the chairman, that as a 
landholder both in England and Ireland, [ shall ever be ready to up- 
hold my own position and interest, and advocate the claims of that 
class I feel bound, although humble, to protect ; and I beg the favour 
of you to add my name to any resolution or arrangement which may 
be determined on at the meeting by his Grace the Duke of Cleveland 
and the farmers of the county of Durham. I have read with conside- 
rable satisfaction his admirable letter, in every word of which I cor- 
dially agree. But I beg to repeat to the farmers of the county ot 
Durham, what I have long since stated to my numerous and excellent 
tenantry in Ireland—that it is prudent and wise for them to prepare 
for the worst ; for after the extraordinary and inexplicable changes in 
the times we live in, no man can venture to predict or to speculate 
with certainty on what may occur.—l1 have the honour to be, sir, your 
very obedient servant, Vane LonponDerry 

* The Chairman of the Committee of 

* Protection of Agriculture.’ 

Tur Duxe or Nortnumpertanp.—A letter of the present duke, 
written several years ago, is very much at variance with his late 
attack on the League and defence of monopoly, His grace, writing to 
certain petitioning protectionists in Northumberland, said, in the 
former period :—“ With the tenor of these petitions I find it impossible 
to concur ; because experience has proved the inefficacy of a corn bill 
(the favourite object of these petitioners); and, above all, because I 
question the justice of an attempt to exonerate ourselves at the pro- 
bable expense of that large portion of our fellow subjects who are en- 
gaged in commercial, manufacturing, and trading concerns,” Whats 
change has come o’er the spirit of the duke’s dreams! 








FOREIGN. 
DEATH OF THE KING OF SWEDEN. 

Hamecre, Marcu 16.—I hasten to announce to you the decease of 
his late Majesty Charles John, King of Sweden. His Majesty departed 
this life on the 8th inst , at Stockholm, at four p.m., when the reins of 
government were immediately taken up by his son and successor, Prince, 
now King Osear II. Everything appears to have gone on with perfect 
tranquillity At least such was the case when the express left Stock- 
holm, which conveyed the intelligence to Hamburg, and by which the 
account was received this day. The intelligence of the decease of his 
late Majesty oceasioned no effect whatever upon the Hamburg Ex- 
change —the event having been long expected, and no hope of his per- 
manent recovery having been entertained for some time past.— Corre- 
spond nt of ¢ hronicle. 

FRANCE 

The Chamber of Deputies were engaged on Monday and Tuesday in 
discussion on the secret service money bill. M. Isambert directed the 
attention of the government to the hostile attitude lately assumed by 
the clergy, who, he maintained, flattered themselves with the hope of de 
stroying the liberties of the country. Ile then condemned the apathy ma- 
nifested by the cabinet in the quarrel of the bishops with the university 
M. Martin du Nord, the Minister of Justice, repelled the attacks of M. 
Isambert, and mentioned several cases in which he had taken proceed- 
ings against members of the episcopacy. M. Dupin, who spoke next, 
denounced in energetie terms the recent conduct of the clergy, which 
he declared bordered on open insurrection, “ Let us protect the clergy,” 
the said. “ The government of July has done more for it than either 
The country parish priests in particular 
are entitled to your liveliest solicitude. Sut ministers of religion must 
know that the government is for ever freed from their control, and that 
order and submission to the laws are their first duties. It they de part 
from them, it behoves the authorities to visit the delinquents with all 
the severity of the laws, and be inexorable. An amendment proposed 
by M. Lasteyrie, reducing the amount of demands by ministers for 
The final 


the restoration or the empire, 


secret service, had been rejected by a considerable majority 
inajority in favour of ministers was 36 

Phat the majority would be in favour of ministers was previously 
expected, but the amount of that majority has come upon the publie, 
and has put the friends of M. Guizot into great spirits. It makes the 
division of greater importance, that both parties agreed to take the 
vote upon this subject as one of confidence in ministers, and as, therefore, 
the best test of their respective strength. Certainly the cabinet has no 
reason to be dissatisfied with the result of the struggle. It is singular 
that the ministry, notwithstanding the repeated attacks upon its popu- 
larity in the course of the session, should be able to command a larger 
majority in this, the last and generally the greatest struggle of all, than 
in any of the previous divisions, ‘The weakness exhibited on the divi- 
sion on the address, in which the majority was only 30; the unpopular, 
if not positively imprudent, act of /randing the Legitimists for their 
London pilgrimages; even the entente cordiale with England, and the 
repudiation of Admiral Dupetit Thouars and the sovereignty of Tahiti, 
have not been sufficient to ruin the cabinet; but, on the contrary, it 
closes the session (for, as far as party divisions go, the session may be 
considered as closed) with an appearance of greater strength than ever 
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DREADFUL SHIPWRECKS.—TWENTY LIVES LOST. 


Within the last three or four days the destruction of two fine 
Liverpool ships has been reported at Lloyd's, namely, the Georyina, 
Captain Wilson (a barque), two hundred and twenty-seven tons bur- 
then, and the Caroline, Captain Jackson, burthen nearly six hundred, 
tons, the amount of which losses, it is said, is little short of 45,000/. 
and what renders the wrecks more painful is, that they were attended 
with the loss of upwards of twenty lives. It appears that she left 
Liverpool for Arica, in South America, with a general cargo, on the 
morning of Saturday last, a stiffish breeze blowing at the time. She, 
however, proceeded favourably until the morning of the following day, 
when she was driven with much force on to a dangerous shoal, called 
the Blackwater Bank, about nine miles to the north-east of Wexford. 
Every endeavour was made to get her off; but the gale still increas- 
ing, she was completely driven right over the bank into deep water 
The commander instantly ordered the fore anchor to be let go, in 
order that she might be brought up. This had the desired effect 
for a short time, but she soon broke adrift again, and a second 
anchor was then dropped. At that period, however, it was found 
that the vessel was fast sinking ; and a cry was raised, “To the 
boats!” They were speedily lowered, and the crew quickly shoved 
off from the ill-fated barque, and used all their exertions to gain 
the land. The surf was running tremendously strong, and the 
wind was as equally boisterous. The boat, notwithstanding, made 
way until they had nearly approached the beach, when they were 
hurled bottom upwards, and the crew as quickly thrown into the sea. 
Some of the unfortunate fellows tried to regain the boats, others at- 
tempted to swim ashore ; but out of the whole number, consisting of 
fourteen persons, only two survived, W. Carren, chief mate, and David 
M‘Lean, seaman, the remainder, including the captain, perishing 
amidst the breakers. The Georgina subsequently foundered in twelve 
fathom water, and consequently is a complete loss. She was the pro- 
perty of Mr J. Worral, of Liverpool, and it is reported that her loss 
will amount to 30,000/., a great deal of which is insured. ‘The Caroline 
was a fine packet ship, and belonged to Wilson and Dawson, of Chapel 
walk, Liverpool. She left that port in the early part of last week, with 
a general outward bound cargo for Africa, her crew consisting of 
twenty-nine persons. On her arrival off the Welsh coast it came on 
to blow very hard, and Captain Jackson deemed it prudent to run for 
the Studwell Roads for shelter. ‘The entrance had scarcely been gained 
before both her anchors were obliged to be dropped for her safety. 
The gale increased from the W.N.W., with a tremendous rolling sea 
on, and after weathering for some time she was driven from her moor- 
ings on to the rocks on the westernmost Studwell Islands, and quickly 
went to pieces. The captain and some of the unfortunate fellows swam 
to the island, but were soon swept off by the surf, and perished. The 
remainder of the crew saved themselves by the jolly and long boats, 
although in a most dreadful state of exhaustion. Her loss will be very 
heavy, and she is partially insured in the city. 





Court or Cuancery anp Courts or Law.—Some voluminous re- 
turns, relating to the Suitors’ Fund and Suitors’ Fee Fund, and claims 
for compensation, under the acts 11th of George IV, Ist of William IV, 
c. 58, and 5th and 6th of Victoria, c. 103, &c., have just been issued, 
on the motion of Mr Watson and Sir W. Follet, M.P. It hence ap- 
pears, that for the year ending in October, 1843, the payments made 
out of the Suitors’ Fund of the Court of Chancery, with the surplus 
invested, amounted to 99,1701 13s. 10d. ; the cash on the balance being 
11,220/. 3s. 6d. ; and the stock in the Bank amounting to 2,895,0192. 
18s. 2d... On the Suitors’ Fee Fund account, the payments were 46,5097. 
16s. 1d.; and the fees received for the year ending in November, 1843, 
amounted to 153,554/. 6s. lld. ‘The fees received in the Master's 
offices amounted to 37,624/. 9s. 9d. The excess of fees above the charges 
for the year was 10,788/. 13s. Another portion of these returns gives 
an account of the compensations awarded under the recent act of par- 
liament, abolishing a number of offices inthe Court of Chancery. The 
names of sixty-two recipients and other claimants of compensation 
appear in the documents now before the House of Commons. From 
the returns procured by order of Sir W. Follett, it appears that the fees 
andsums of money payable under the old constitution of the “ Six Clerks’ 
office ” in the year ending in October, 1842, amounted to 77,319/. 19s. 1d., 
but in consequence of the alterations under the order of the court, dated 
in October, 1842, the amount was 77,071/. 7s., showing a diminution 
of charges on the suitors, and other persons paying fees, of 248/. 12s. 1d. 
It further appears that the annual amount of salaries is 23,680/. ; the 
office expenses, 7,871/. 13s. 4d., and the compensations under the late 
act 45,264/.; by which sums it is shown that the yearly diminution of 
expenditure, notwithstanding the compensation, amounts to no less 
than 504/. 4s. 10d. The return respecting the courts of common law 
state the various duties which are performed by the masters of the 
respective courts, 
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INDIGO.—The demand for indigo has considerably increased this 
week, although not with any speculative tendency. But as the spring 
trade opens, orders drop in from various quarters, and now likewise from 
the north of Europe. About 300 chests have been bought this week, 
mostly for shipping, at higher prices than those of the last January sale. 
The advance is from 2d. to 4d. per lb. upon the average rates of that sale, 
and it is not unlikely that even somewhat higher prices have been paid. 
The declarations for the April sales amount now to 3,035 chests, of which 
a considerable portion is Madras and Kurpah. It is supposed that the sale 
will embrace about 6,000 chests of all sorts, and the show will commence 
next week. 

COCHINEAL.—This article is likewise in better demand, but in a 
—_ public sale held this day prices were not materially higher than last 
week, 








FOREIGN. 


Hamburgh, 19th March.—The purchases of coffee for the week amount 
to about 16,000 bags. Prices in the beginning were somewhat higher, but 
towards the close, ordinary qualities lost what was gained, while the more 
coloury remained in brisk demand, at full prices. Shipments for the in- 
terior are beginning, and will reduce the stock to half its present amount, 
In sugar the business has been extensive, 5,000 boxes of Havana having 
changed hands, but without any material advance. Cotton dull and 
drooping. 

Holland, Amsterdam, and Rotterdam, 19th March.—Coffee remains very 
firm, and nothing out of the last sales offering upon the market. Some 
parcels of private trade Batavia, amounting to several thousand bags, have 
been sold at prices which are equal to the highest rates obtained by the 
company, whilst coloury descriptions are eagerly sought after, and would 
obtain an advance if any were to be had. Sugar enjoys a fair demand, and 
some of the fine descriptions of Java sell at a premium upon the prices ot 
the sale of the 27th of last month. 

Havre, 18th March.—Though the stock of cotton is now much smaller 
than last years’, prices have given way, and the demand has become limited ; 
sales during the week being under 4,000 bales, against an importation of 
double that quantity. Coffee continues in brisk demand, and sales of St 
Domingo have been made to arrive at a farther advance, constituting a 
rise of fully 25 per cent. since the lowest point. French colonial sugar has 
not recovered from the reaction in the demand which it latterly experienced, 
and prices continue drooping. 

Antwerp, 20th ‘March.—Coffee quiet ; but business doing to a moderete 
extent at steady prices. Some considerable parcels of damaged St. Do- 
mingo and Brazil at public sales have realized high prices. The pur- 
chases of sugar have been limited, and without improvement in the value ; 
a parcel of 3,000 bags of Manilla, imported from England, is reshipping for 
London, in consequence of the rise in that description of sugar in England. 
Cotton dull. 
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GOVERNMENT FUNDS. | Sat 
cs | ——= — es 
Bank Stock, 7 percent.- = + ea a ci ee ae eh ee - sink 
3 per Cent. Reduced - - - - ee (Ee ee Ae I ro wake 
3 per Cent. Consols =e © | te Y8% 974 98% 982 9y Ose 
34 per Cent. Ann. 1818 - ° ° es ~ os ete ee rm ae 
3 per Cent. Ann. 1726 - . - ° -- om _ a _ aa 
34 per Cent. Reduced + + : ° ome _ _ “ aie 
New 3) per Cent. Ann. - - - | 1024 1024 102} 1023 1023 Leg 
New SperCent. - - + = «© - ome _ — - bez 
Long Ann. Jan. 5, 1860 - ° ° 3 _ = aa wai on a 
Ann. for 30 years, Oct. 10,1850 - - _ = | = _ = os 
Ditto Jan. 5, 1860 -  - — | — | 12% ate 12 
Ditto Jan. 5, 1880 - + [22 13-16) 2113-16) — [2218-16) — | 9218-16 
India Stock, 104 perCent.  - - . — 87 - _ —_ eas 
Ditto Bonds, 34 per Cent. 1,0001 - ° _ ~ae — —_ was es 
Ditto, under 1,000. - - + « 88 85pm) 88pm) 88pm = 88pm 86pm 
South Sea Stock, 3) per Cent. : - 7 — oe 11)4 _ aie 
Ditto Old Ann. 3 per Cent. - - - aad ne ei -_ 
Ditto New Ann. 3 perCent. - - -- —- | — _ =e 
3per Cent. Ann. 1,751 - - - ° _ _ =—_ me at 
Bank Stock for Opg., April. 12, - = - 198} 199 200 200 Ws Qt 
3 per Cent. Con. for Account, ditto - OSs Oh O85 98 Se] OX: 
India Stock for Account, ditto - 2864 _ 288 Zsy 2] vat 
Canada Guaranteed Deben. 4 per Cent. a — _ — — 2b, 
Exchequer Bills, 1,0001L. 14d. - - - 71 72 69 70 il 71 
Ditto SOUL yd. = - - 7l 70 69 70 71 7 
Ditto Small] ljd. - - - rat 74 70 70 re 7 
Ditto Commercial, 1}d. - _ _ — = =_ ay 
JOINT STOCK BANKS 
No. of Dividends a Sat Friday. 
Shares. | Per Ann. | Shares.| Paid. Mar. ©. 
| pecan —_-— 
° c.x4 
, - § Agricultural and Commercial ) or, 000 a 
15,000 | — rT of Ireland - - * -) , 
15,000 | 81. per ct. Australasia - = - a) 6 8 40 0 0 0 _ 
7,500 —- = Do. New- - at. — 10 0 0 <i 
20,000 | 61. per ct British North Americen + . 50 00 0 422 
| Do. New : - - - _ 10 0 0 on 
5,000 | Gl.perct.| Ceylon- - -*2 * - = % 2 0 0 
8,000 | County of Gloucester - - - 100 % 0 0 om 
1,000 | Sl. perct. | Commercial of London aes — | 20 0 0 - 
20,000 | Si. per ct. | Colonial - - ae oe - 100 25 0 0 —_ 
4,000 | 61. per ct. Ionian - - - - - 2 25 0 0 an 
40,000 61. per ct. London and Westminsier - - 100 ”» 0 0 25 
60,000 | 61. perct. | London Joint Stock + = = wO 10 6 0 134 
| Metropolitan - - : - 25 710 0 ones 
40,000 | 81. per ct. Provincial of Ireland - - 100 25 0 0 _~ 
20,000 | SL. per ct. Do. New - - - 10 10 0 0 - 
Royal of Australia - - - _ 10 0 0 = 
4,000 61. per ct. Nationai of Ireland - - . wD 7 10 0 — 
10,000 | 2is. persh. National Provincial of England 100 35.0 «0 ou 
10,000 | 6s. persh. Do. New - - es 20 10 0 0 _ 
10,000 | 141. per ct. | Northamptonshire Union -— - 25 50 0 Re: 
21,500 -— Gloucestershire - eS en , Hl) 10 0 0 ae 
. . { West of England and South) 9 ” ) = 
10,000 | 41. per ct. \ Wales District 2 . r 20 ig 10 ¢ es 
20,000 | 61. per ct. Wilts and Dorset . - - 15 710 0 = 
20,000 | 81. per ct. Unionof Australia - -— = 25 2 0 0 26 
10,000 81. per ct. Do. do. . - - = 210 0 -~ 
60,000 | Sil. per ct. Union of London oe Oe nM) 10 0 0 | = 
FRENCH FUNDS. 
aes indaiainoess ee Pes ee As. se taecohlectaelies et 
Paris, Paris, | Paris, Paris, Paris, Paris, 
Mar. 14. | Mar. 16. | Mar. 9. Mar. 19.] Mar. 20. Mar. 9. 
: = f. Cc a ie’ @ fi. & i c i Gs 
. le i 
Pagel 22 Sep. E 19 4000 1 76 - 122 85 | 122 40 - 
Exchange - . - 
44 per Cent. Ann. L on | - on on | _ a 
payable - - x oe | | 
Exchange m - - | | 
, . Ann. 22 = ee ., wee = 
: geet 23 Sep. - \ lot 75 101 75 _ | 105 So 105 50 ~- 
Exchange ~ , - - ’ | 
P : 99 
dy eee a 
Exchange - os - ’ 
ties =k eee 3,245 — 3,210 50 |3,207 50 - 
Exchange on Lon- = t's 2h 25023 | — =| 25 GOR | 95 24 jai 
Exchange on Lon- ‘ ae te Pen 
don 3 _ nee « - f 25 23 95 Svs _ 25 503 | 25 523 -_ 
—= : ee ee. 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 
ae LIABILITIES. ASSETS 


Account of the Liabilities and Assets ) Circulation £20,414,000 | Securities, £22,482,000 








of the Bank of England on the average of § Deposits, 13,924,000 , Bullion, 14,993,000 
the Quarter, from the 2d of December to Ripper = 
the 2 th February, 1844 arr ) £34,338,000 . 437,475,000 
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IRISH STOCKs. 
| Wed. | Thurs.’ Friday.. Sat. | Mon. | Tues. 
3perCent-Consols - - + 7 * 984 | 98% - 98} 984 98} 
uced Do.  - od ° . 7 . a — any — pat 
pe ii +. << = -* 1014 101g | 10i8 | 101g | 201-1013 
“SESE esa ee oe _ -- — | — _ 
4) Stock, | aay i a ae ee a ey 
34 per Cent. Debentures = = - = OF - 94 - 934 93$ 
uer Bills ae ° . — pe - = — 
eeoock == = * o- | 195 | 10 | = | 1g | 9m | = 
Royal Canal Stock - ° . ° = = eta) Cen = = sg 
Grand Canal Stock - | = * = "| & a ere 943 pe: oa 
Do. Debentures 6 per Cent. - - - 85} 844 843 843 _- 845 
Do. Do. 4per Cent. - : : - - - - - _- 
PUBLIC SECURITIES OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
—————————_—__— snip oneal 
Redeem: Amount London Amer. | London | Amer. 
| able. in Dolls.| Dividends. Prices. Prices.) Prices, | Prices. 
| . Mar. 19. Feb. 28. | Mar. 22.’ Feb. 28. 
rer Cont.) . 
waneats , eo 5 | «(1852 500,000 May & Nov. 83 | 83 
ava terling 5 | JR58 2,000 000) Jan. & July. 82} 824 
” ’ ~ - 1861 3,500,000 | May & Nov. 
ae an rete {1g 1,600,000 | Jan. & July. 
} * ° ’ 
fy IS86L 1,600,000 39 ay 
‘in! Sterling ‘ 1870 5,000,000) 3, Rs 43 3 
Minols = cerling 6 | 1820 1,000,000] 5» ” 
Redtueky - & 1868 1,250,000 5, ” 03 1024 v3 1024 
Louisiana, Sterling 5 | 1,800,000! ,, ” 
” ° | pH ‘ 45 
; | JISC 5,090,000! Feb. & Aug. 
PP vd 4 1850 , , | ” s t=) 
1852 } 
5 1553 150,000, May & Nov. 
” 6 1867 300,000) April & Oct. 
Mejland °° 5 | 180 | 750,000) 4, ns 
ary Sterling 5 1 8&8 3,000,000 | Jan. & 7“? 
~ B + 1857 1,000,000) ,, 
Masiachusett = ; 1868 300,000 | April & Oct. | 
Mi ‘higan oa ie 13863 5,000,000 | Jan. & July 
Mic ; 1850 ae me 
Mississipi, Sterling 5 | {isse} j May & Nov. 
1861) | 
6 | 18666 2,000,000] Mar. & Sep. | | } 
” USTy | og 
. r 1858 3,124,270 | Quarterly. e : 
New York . 2 2 7860 $77,000 w i Ys 103 | O24 1038 
ohio - & 1850 | 4,000,000] Jan, & July, | 
i ” “ 4 ‘ Md) ‘ 1 at 
6 isc} £,000,000 | ” ” v1 * vl | 92 
” 
“ 1834 3, 202,500 | Feb. & Aug. ' | 
Pennsylvania ah mye as } 
= 5 | ie ee 
* ie. ” ” a J . - 
a 5) 1800 > 64n,680| 7 we 66 él 66 71 
» 3 1862 | 2,295,400) ,, ” j 
” 5 1854 1,700,000 | 9” ” 
South Carolina Ba- 1866 £200,000 | Jan. & July- | 
- - oo > } 
mS - - 6 td see ; % ” | 
Virginia - - 6 (1838) ’ ” ” | 
1860 j 
Florida - - - 6 1862 1,000,000 | * ” 
Use | | | 
1862) | | | } 
\issel - 
Ditto Sterl. Bonds- 6 1366 —, is si | 
| sos! | ' | 
United States Bank } | 1866 (35,000,000) ,, ” Ys | 54 Ys. By 
Shares + a Ap. | | 
\iséll | £800,000 | April & Oct. | 
Ditto Debentures - 6 pistey } } 
( Oc. ’ ; 
0 | 
Ditto ditto 6 |} ret f £900,000} 4, ” | 
Louisiana State Bk. 10 ne | a eee ane Jan. & July. | 
Kank of Louisiana 8 1860 sit to las +43 
New York City ; 1356} 9,600,000) Quarterly. 
2 ) e DL 
New Orleans City- 6 1864 250,000 | Feb. & Aug. | 
’ 5 Ik63 1,500,000 | Jan. & July | 
Philadelphia City - 5 1863 175,000 | May & Nov. | 
BaltimoreCity - 5 1850 | 4,600,000! Quarterly. 
¢ — Amboy 6 IS64 dl 710, O00 | Keb. & Aug. 107 107 
t. R. Bonds - 6 1864 225,000 | ri ” | 
Phil. & Reading R. - vs 
R. Bonds ds. “} | 1860. | £210,000 
PRICES OF FOREIGN STOCKs. 
3 : santa kciesliiie einen aps 
Sat. | Mon. | Tues. | Wed. ! Thurs.} Friday. 
Austrian, 5 per cent, LO guilders) = ie ike a fe ait 
per pound sterling - - ' | e+ ss 
Belgian Bonds, 5 percent. - ° e _— | 105 -- 105 1043 on 
Brazilian Bonds, 5 per cent. _ | 88 824 82} vn 83 
Do. New, 5 per cent. 182 19 & 1839 70} _ _ - 73 — 
Do. New, 1843 - - _ j— _ - — _ 
Buenos Ayres Bonds, 6 per cent. . — | 38 — - 37 os 
Cuba Bonds, 6 per cent. . - © = | = _ _- -- me 
Chilian Bonds, 6 percent. - - —  - _- 104 105 _- 1044 1045 
Do. 3 per cent. deferred - - _ — - - -_ a 
Columbian Bonds, 6 _ ber cent. ex 
Venezuela - - ‘ iE) 14) lh) i 14; 144 
Danish Bonds, 3 per cent., 1825 - _ _ _ S84 _ Bt 
Dutch, 2) per cent. Exchange 12 1 — -_ ~— . —_ — 
Greek Bonds, 1824-25, 5 percent. = - — rome _— _ 
Do. ex over-due Coupons = - — - ig j= = _ 
Mexican, 5 per cent., 1837, ex over- | | 
due coupons and debentures - — - 36 354 | 35} | 86 46) 30 
Yo. Small - - = — } j— -_ vn 
Do. Deferred Stock, 5 per cent. = - li} 14 | Mg} OMG 15 log 
Do. Debentures - - - - _ ‘fea - — 12 
Neapolitan Bonds, 1824, 5 per cent. - = — _ | —_ = _ 
Peruvian Bonds,6 percents  - ° 305 30 303 | — 304 we 
Prussian Bonds, 4 per cent. . - — i- _ 5, — — 
Portuguese Bonds, 5 per cent. - - 74 i= _ - = 74 
Do. Converted - - 164 44 47 159 oj 404 
Do. Small - ~ ° — — 47 ~- a _ 
Do Annuities, | 1855. - . } — uae _ _ tne 
Russian Bonds, 1822, 5 per cent. in | 
pound sterling - - - . lls 17 7 1174 - Wli4 
Do. do. Metallic - - - oa -- ~ —_ _ 
Spanish Bonds, 5 per cent. Div. from a | 
November, 1840 20 | 20; 243 aay | 2) 25 
Do. do. do. from Nov. iste — j= _ me om _ 
Do do. do. from Nov. 1843 ay |= - i= 
Do. Passive Bonds ° ° 64 -- 6} 6} 64 t} 
Do. Deferred - - - o ° -- | 244 _- _ lil - 
Do. 3 per cent. ~ ° e < 35 35 354 355 354 3c 
Venezuela Bonds, 2 percent. + - -—- - 405 40} 404 —' 
Do. do. Deferred . - = j=“ - 7 — —- 
Dividends on the above payable in | 
London. | 
Dutch, 24 per cent. E xchange l2  guil. 574 57} BYE) 573 57a 57} 
si 5 6° ome, ae 10? i. is 1014 102 rg 
5 per cent. New Loan, « ° —_ fi 0 101 lola lvl 
Neapolitan Bonds, 5 per cont, - -- _— _ — oe om 
Ex., per Dutch fr lic. Ex. per | 
pound Sterl. L5E. Be. _ j— _ _- a 1034 
Russian Inscription, 6 per cont, . . as -_ -_ = jens 









































PRICES OF BULLION. 
Foreign Gold in Bars (Standard) ° 7 ° . e ° (per ounce) “3 e 4 
Foreign Gold in Coin Spanish Doubloons ° e ° ° e i" 0 
Do. do. Portugal be aoe ° F ° . ° . . e 4 ; - 
New Dollars ° . ‘ . . e , . : . ° 33 it 


Silver in Bars (Standard) e ° 


Edinburgh and Dalkeith 
Glasgow and Ayrshire - 
Glasgow and Greenock - 
Glasgow and Garnkirk - 
Dundee and Arbroath - 
Birmingham and Derby - 
Ditto Thirds, iss. 84 dis. - 
Ditto Eighths - - - 
Birmingham and Gloucester - 
Ditto New, iss. 7} dis. - - 
Bristol and Exeter - . ‘ 
Ditto and Gloucester - - 


Chester and Birkenhead - 
Eastern Counties - - 

Ditto New . - - 

Ditto Extension ~- - 
Eastern Union . 

Glasgow, Paisley, and Ayrshire 
Edinburgh and Glasgow 


a ee ie ie SA 


Ditto Net w - - - - 
Ditto Registered = - - - 
Grand Junction : - - 
Ditto HalfShares - - - - 
Ditto Quarter Shares - - 


Great North of England 
Great Western - 
Ditto Half Shares 

Ditto Fifths - - 
Hull and Selby - 
Ditto Quarter Shares 
Lancaster and Carlisle 
Leeds and Bradford 
Leeds and Selby - 
Liverpool and Manchester 
Ditto Half Shares - 
Ditto Quarter Shares + 
London and Brighton - 


Er ee oe ae ee 
cae 4 8-0 a oe a 
at ot ee 


Ditto Loan Notes - 
London and Blackwall 
London and Greenwich 
Preference or Privilege - 
London and Birmingham - 
Ditto New Quarter Shares - 
Ditto New Thirds - - : 
London and South-W estern - - 


Ditto Eighths - 

London and Croydon - 
Ditto Scrip, issued at 502. dis. - 
Manchester and Leeds - - - 
Ditto New SHares - - - - 
Ditto Quarter Shares - - 
Manchester and Birmingham - 
Ditto Extension - - - 
Midland Counties - 

Ditto Quarter Shares, iss. 10 di Se 
Ditto Fifths - - - 
Norwich and Brandon - - 
Newcastleand Darlington. Junctior 
North Midland - 

Ditto Half Shares, iss. 10 dis. 
Ditto Thirds, iss. at 111. 13s. ad. dis. 
Northern and Eastern - 

Ditto Scrip, issued at 5/. dis. - - 
Ditto Quarter Shares - - |} 
Paris and Oneans - - - - 
Parisand Rouen - - 
Preston and Wyre, appropriated - 
Ditto, not all app ropriated - - 
Rouen and Havre - : 
Sheffield, Ashton-under- Lyne, and 


Manchester - 

Sheffield and Rotherham 
Stockton and Darlington 
South-Eastern and Dov er 
Ditto New, iss. 2% dis. 
Yarmouth and Norwich 
York and North Midland 
Ditto New Shares - - 
Ditto Scarboro’ Branch - 


| 


a —- 


— AYs. 
“No. of 


Shares. | 





1,154 
12,500 
16,000 

4,000 

4,000 

6,300 | 

6,300 

6,300 

9,500 
10,000 
15,000 

6,640 
56,000 
BS 000 

144,000 

4,000 
12,50) 
18,000 
18,000 
10,918 
10,918 


10,000 





8,000 
16,000 


2,100 
5,100 
7,968 
11,475 
46,000 
48,000 
45,077 
11,136 
, 125, 0002. 


~~ 


46,200 


33 000 
7000 
15,000 
13,000 
13,000 
30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
19,000 
15,000 
15,000 
22,500 
10,256 
3,136 
12,208 
80,000 
72,000 
2,600 
9,600 
40,000 


7,000 
1,000 
1,500 
PR, 000 
28,000 
7,000 
6,700 
6 700 





| Dividends per 


Annum, Shares. Paid. Friday 
| ae wer - | Le. & a.| Le 8 a L. 
5 0 Opet}] 0 0 9] HO 0 _ 
210 Oper} 300 0] OO ol 
210 Opet| 2 0 0} 2 ° ; = 
) : % 0 0 20 2 
6 we OE ”» 0 0 2 0 0 ers 
2» 8 O psh | 100 0 0 | 100 . 0 59 
8 &P 336 8] 2 wee 
Hie 3.7” _ | 0 a 
3 0 Opsh | 100 0 0} 100 ; 
co | 30 0 710 0) 3a 
. 100 0 0 ‘ ) i 
1 00 pet 0 0 30 0 0 454 
060 2% 00) 8200 Ik 
080 2% 0 0| 8 68. 138 
5.0 Oper! 613 4) O13 4 I pme 
— |} 50 0 0; 2 : 0 - 
2 6 Opet | 500 0) 50 0 _ 
10 0 ' ct | 50 0 >| 30 0 0 Of 
012 Gpsh} 1210 0 1210 6 _ 
aa } yn Wl g — 
10 0 Opct | 100 0 0} 100 0 0 231 
10 0 O pet | wn 0 0] 0H 0 0 _ 
— i200); 2 00 _ 
3.5 Opet | 100 0 0) 100 0 oO 109 
318 Opsh| 10000) 7 00 Ik 
3.0 Opsh| 5300 0}; 500 0 id 
014 4psh}] 200} 2 OO AS 
510 O pet 50 0 07% OO 0 = 
ne 210 0} 6 0 0 Y 
ai wn 0 0 $00 bo 
am 100 0 0 109 0 0 - 
10 0 Opct | 100 0 O 160 0 0 _ 
10 0 O pet | wn 0 0 nw» O00 — 
10 0 Opet | 250 0) 2 0 0 > 
Y 0 Opsh| 5°00, 500 0 44 
5 0 Opet| WOO WO 0 t— 
0 2 6 | one 1613 4 6x 
wae } on 15 4 4 
5 @ 8 pet — 1817 2 8 
10.0 Opet | _ —_ 254 
10 0 Opet —_ 209 0 234 
114 0 320 «0 200; 4 
3 0 Opsh —_ 41 610 83 
oe | 650 015 0 44 
014 Opsh 1315 9 16; 
—_ 1 1000 710 0 144 
317 Opsh | 100 00) 70 0 0 Ll6s 
113 Opsh| ®D 00, 30 0 0 OOS 
04 0 a 20 0 %4 
100 7 00 400 0 48% 
— 70 0 06 7 6? _ 
t 8 0 100 0 0 100 0 0 8y 
120 % 00, 1 0 0 22y 
02 4 “00 20 0 a 
Joni »” 0 0 20 0 : 
060 7% 00 15 0 0 384 
$0 0 100 0 O 100 9 0 91 
2 es 50 0 0 0 0 0 45 
168 2110 0 2113 4 — 
25 6 | 000 45 0 0 o8 
015 0 19e00;, 1500 = 
ant 10 0, 1210 0 164 
-~ 2000!) 20 0 0 3% 
1.17 @ ” 00! 20 0 0 3b} 
_ ; 0 00 50 0 0 — 
_ 1} 2% 00] 200 _ 
_ “0 0 800 ad 
5.0 Opet 100 0 0) 8210 0 674 
115 0 27 0 0 25 0 0 — 
1 0 Opct | 100 0 0 100 0 0 - 
— nw 0 0 nm OU gig 
‘te 9390012 00; ws 
i 2” 00] 13 0 
10 0 Opet 300) 5000 Le 
10 0 O pet 2 0 0 > 00 = 


CORN MARKETS 
(From Messrs Gillies and Horne's Circular) 
Corn Excuancr, Monpay, Marcu 18.—Yesterday and to-day we had 


v strong dry N.E. 


term of wet weather. 


wind, which is a most favourable change after the long 
The arrivals to this morning’s market are pretty 


liberal, a number of coasters having come in since the return was made up 
Wheat sold freely the first of the morning, but the market closed very 


dull. 
last Monday, but still very 


No change in barley siuce last week. 
New 


dull. 


Oats are ash 


beans Is. lower. 


ade better than 
Peas are firm. 


The nominal top price of flour is lowered to 50s. per 280 lbs. 


BRITISH. 


Wheat, Fssex, Kent, Suffolk, white 
———- Lothian, Fife, Angus, do. 
Inverness, Murray, &c.  - 
——_—— Essex, Kent, Suffolk, red - 
Cambridge, Lincoln, red - 
Barley, English Malting, and Che- 
valier - 
—— Distiller’ s, E pglish & Ss ot "i 
—— Coarse, for grinding, &c. - 











Oats, Northumberland & Berwick 
—— Lothian, Fife, Angus - - 
-—— Murray, Ross - - - . 
—— Aberdeen and Banff - - 
—— Caithness - - 
—C ~4 bridges Line in, &e. - 
—— Irish - - - 
——E nglish, bla k . - 
—— Irish . - - 
—— Potato, Sc ote th - - - 
ad »» Irish - - . 
— Poland, Lincoln, &. + . 
Beans, Ticks - ~ - . ° 
Harrow - - - - 
—— Small - - - ° « 
Peas, White - - - . . 
—— Boilers - ° 
Flour, 


Town- made Househo lds - 
—— Norfolk and Suffolk - 


¢ ORN ExcHanGe, Fripay, 
favourable for sowing for the 
barometer has fallen. 


not cheaper. 


| PER oR. | 


ots to 62s 
52s to 60s 
52s to 60s 
5Y%s to O8s 
dYs to 55s 


33s to 36s 
3ls to 33s 
— to 3ls 
“1s to 2s 
21s to 22s 
ZIs to 2Us 
20s to 22s 
20s to 2Us 
~0s to Zis 
18s to 20s 
205 to 21s 
19s to 20s 
23s to 26 
20s to 2 
22s to 2 
28s to 32 
29s to 37s 
30s to 38s 
33s to 3tis 
37s to — 
48s to 50s 
10s to — 





| Wheat, White Spanish, T 
—— High mixed Danz 
|} ——_——Mixed do, 
———— Rostock, new - 


———Ked Hamburg - 
———Polish Odessa - 





Hard - - - 
—_— Egyptian - a 
Barley, Maiting, &c. - 


- Distiller’s, &e. - 
- Grinding, &c. - 
Oats, Brew,&c. - ‘ 
—— Polands, &c. - - 
—— Feed, &c. 
— Do. dried, Riga, &e. 
Rye, Dried - 
Undried - - 
Beans, Horse - - 
Mediterranean 
Peas, White - - 
Yellow - 
Flour, French, per 2801: 
weight 
‘American, per 
nett weight - 














- Bar | 








—— Danzig, &c., do. 
Canada, do. 
Sour, do. 





| 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL. | 


PER QR. 


.| 60s to — 
sf Gils to — 
| 58s to 63s 
- -| 60s to — 
— to fils 
- -| 58s to— 
0s to — 


uscan 
1B 


34s to — 
26s to 20s 
32s to — 


- 34s to — 
S. nett 
195 Ibs. 

- 32s to dds 
do. - — — 
do. 30s to 32s 
do. -_—_— = 





Marcu 22,— T he Ww eather has been dry aud 
last week, but to-day looks gloomy, and the 


The arrivals are short. 
Barley quite as dear. 


Oats sell a little 


Wheat is very dull, but 


better. but the 


dealers are still timid, fearing heavy supplies of Irish. No change in beans 
and Peas, 





Flour the same as on Monday. 
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SS 
BANKRUPTS 
N AVERAGES. | em am 
Be vtpecied ending March 22. | STAPLES, CHARLOTTE, Southampton, milliner. [ Hicks and Braiken-. 
—_——— - aaa ridge, Bartlett’s buildings, Holborn. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Rye. Beans. Peas. RIDOUT, J. E., Ringwood, Hampshire, wooldvaper. [Holme and Co, 
ES 8 ce Ie eee ee ce : L 4 , £ I I | ‘ 
61,29 qrs. 6,460 qrs. 22,041 qrs. 141 qrs. 1,600 grs. 683 qrs. | New inn. oer p ' 
58s. 1d. B4s.6d. | 20s, 2d B88. Sd. | Hs Td. | 808. 10 | DEACON, J., Whitechapel road, draper. [Reed and Shaw, Friday street, 
IMPERIAL AVERAGES. So = gel re en ete ae rs 
| ey EL, Dew indsor, Berkshire, uplolsterer. urn, Great 
ee toe ee ee ae | _ Carter lane, Doctors’ Commons. 
Weeks ending aR eb TR 4 s. d. s. d. is. de RAMSAY, MARY and R., Scotswood, Northumberland, paper manufac- 
Fo.lth = ---- | 8 3 ~ ; = Pee gw i 6 | turers, [Leadbitter, Staple inn. 
“ 20th see eee ae 1” 7 32:20 30 4 31 2. | FINNEY, J., Woore, Shropshire, builder. [ Warren, Market Drayton. 
Mar.7th -----| 5 2' 3 9| 0 0; 3 3 | 3 5; 8 0 HOWARTH, J., Lee mill, Lancashire, cotton spinner. [ Baxter, Lincoln’s- 
Sees GS Bk Se eae ee a inn fields ; 
— Qs Dee a a ee ae 3: al 3 : ‘ me tent 
Ist — HARDING, G., Carlisle, tea dealer. [Hill and Matthews, Bury court, 
Aggregate of the six weeks 1} 35} (8 3.7 30.7 31 1 St Mary-axe. 
Duties till Mar. 27¢h inclu. 18 0 ies 8.1 7 8 9 6 1 6) 10 6 | WARD, W.P., Liverpool, grocer. [Holme and Co., New inn. 
n Grain from B. Possession ! ; —e — 
outof Europe Seek 6c8 0 6 2 0 . ML, 2 0 | DIVIDENDS. 





Flour—Foreign, 12s. Od. per 196 lbs.—British Possession, 3s. Od. ditto. 





SMITHFIELD MARKET. 

Monpay.~—The fine open weather of this morning brought a large at- 
tendance of town and country butchers, and as the supplies generally were 
moderate, the state of trade was equally as good as on last Monday. An 
increase in the number of beasts, however, caused the beef trade to rule 
rather dull, but everything else moved off with spirit. The prices realized 
were in all cases as good as for the last month or more, and with regard to 
mutton there are indications of prices rulling higher than for some time ; 
certainly, however, there is no appearance of a decline in this description 
of meat, and with regard to to-day’s market it may be observed, that with 
a short supply (the number being, as on last Monday, under 23,000) the 
general quality was good, but very prime old Southdowns rather scarce, 
and therefore met with ready buyers at 4s. 8d. per stone, but the current 
average price for old Downs was 4s. 4d. to 4s. 6d. There is one point with 


regard to the present firm and healthy state of the mutton trade that is | 


worthy of notice, as evincing the more favourable position of this class of 
stock over beasts, that it is not so directly influenced by the operation of 
the present tariff—no continental or other foreign sheep has yet been im- 
ported, and there ceases to be a talk of a supply from such quarters either 
in a live or preserved state. 

Fripay.—Our market was somewhat extensively supplied with beasts, 
nearly 300 of which came fresh to hand by steamers from Scotland, owing 
to which, and the thin attendance of buyers, the beef trade was in a very 
depressed state, at barely Monday’s prices. Prime old downs readily pro- 
duced previous rates; but in those of other breeds of sheep exceedingly 
little was doing, and their currencies had a downward tendency. The 
Lamb trade was, on the whole, steady, without alteration in prices, with 
about an average time-of-year supply on offer. Calves moved off slowly 
at barely late rates. Pigs were unaltered in value. Milch cows sold at 
from 16/. to 197. each. 








Prices per Stone. At Market. 
Monday. Friday. | Ce co Friday 
Beef 3s Od to 4s 2d 2s 6dto3s 10d Beasts 3,108... = 794 
Mutton 3s 4d to 4s 6d 2s 8dtods Od Calves Mo. 138 
Veal 4s Od to 5s Od ... 3s Sdtods 10d Sheep... ... .. « 22,740 3,200 
Pork 3s Sito 4s 8d ... 2s Bdtods 4d Pigs sala apical ag tat 420 320 
Prices of Hay and Straw, per load of 36 trusses. 
10s. Od 


Hay, 2/. 15s. Od. to 3/. 15s. Od. | Clover, 4/. 0s. 0d. to 5/. Os. Od. | Straw, IL. Gs. Od. to 1. 





COAL MARKET. 

Prices of Coals per Ton at the close of the market.—Adair’s Main, 
l4s. 6d.—Charlotte Main, 15s.—Davison’s West Hartley, 15s. 6d.—Fenham 
Hartley, 14s.—Ellison Main, 13s. 9d.—Hastings Hartley, 16s.—Holywell 
Main, 16s. 6d.—Morrison’s Hartley, l4s.—Nelson’s West Hartley, 15s. 6d. 
—Ord’s Redheugh, 14s.—Original Windsor’s Pontop, 14s.—Pontop Wind- 
sor, 13s. 3d.—Tanfield Moor Butes, 14s.—Townley, 15s.—Tanfield Moor, 
17s.—West Wylam, 15s —Wylam, 15s. Wall’s end: Acorn Close, 1fs.—- 
Elm Park, 15s. 3d.—Gosforth, 16s. 9d.—Heaton, 17s.—Hilda, 16s. 3d.— 
Newmarch, l4s. 6d.—Riddell’s 16s. 3d.—Urpeth, 15s. 6d.—Belmont, 19s.— 





Braddyll’s Hetton, 20s. 6d.—East Hetton, 16s.—Hetton, 20s. 3d.—Heughall, | 


i7s. 6d.—Hylton, 17s. 6d.—Lambton, 20s. 3d. Pemberton, 16s. 3d.—Rus- 
sell’s Hetton, 20s.—Richmond, 16s. 3d.—Stewart’s, 20s. 


20s.—Barrett, 16s. 9d.—Brown’s Deanery, 17s.—Maclean’s Tees, 16s. 6d.— 
Richardson’s Tees, 15s. 6d.—Seymour Tees, 18s. 6d.—South Durham, 
ifs. 9d.—St Helen’s Tees, 15s.—Tees, 19s. 6d.—Cowpen Hartley, 15s. 6d. 
—Hartley, 15s. 6d.— Howard’s West Hartley Netherton, 15s. 6d.—Powell’s 
Duffryn Steam, 20s. 6d.—Sydney’s Hartley, 15s. 9d.—Ships arrived, 29. 











THE GAZETTE. 


Tuesday, March 19. 


PARTNERSHIPS DISSOLVED, 

J. Wilson and W. Hustwitt, Wilson street, Finsbury, linendrapers.—M 
White and W. Botting, Bird street, Lambeth, butchers.—O. G. Adamson 
aud W. J. Paton, Liverpool, merchants.—G. Wheeler and E. Hayes, 
Andover, silk mercers.—T. Selby, 8. Norton, and G. Selby, West Malling, 
Kent, attornies (as regards G. Selby).—Hind and Sneezum, Limehouse, 
grocers.—J. Crawford, and J. E. ca *, G. Franklin, Redeross street and 
Bridge street, Southwark, painters (as regards J. E. Franklin).—Grant 
and Bellerby, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, house carpenters.—RKhiwbryfdir Slate 
Company, Festiniog, Meriouethshire, and Portmadoc, Carnarvonshire (as 
regards G. Clode).—J. Vere and Co., Bishopsgate street without, silk mer- 
chants.—Swift and Bastow, Keighley, Yorkshire, cotton warp dyers.—T. 
and G. Lea, Augustus street, Regent’s park, coal merchants.—M. S. and 
E. 8S. Tovey, Frampton, Cotterell, Gloucestershire, farmers.—Farnworths 


6d.— Cars a : a 4 d : 
19s. 6d.—Kelloe, 20s 3d.—Quarrington, 16s.—St Cuthbert’s ba cre | Pearce, Hingham, Norfolk, blacksmith.—A. Levy, otherwise A. L. Dumont, 
JS. < IO, = « . ’ 5. . 5 i5— > | 


April 12, E. Weatherby, J. H. Ford, W. L. Hilton, KR. Addison, and R, 
Gibson, Manchester and Holywell, cotton spinners.—April 12, F. Peters, 
Manchester, wine merchant.—April 11, J. Raleigh and T. 8. Goode, Man- 
chester, merchants.—April 16, H. B. Jones, Birkenhead, Cheshire, pluinber, 
—April 13, J. Stuart, Liverpool, draper.—April 12, W. Haskayne, Liver- 
pool, shipchandler.—April 12, D. ‘Thomas, Newport, Monmouthshire, 
grocer.—April 13, W. Webb, Leamington, Warwickshire, hotel keeper. 

CERTIFICATES. 

April 11, T. Hancock, Canterbury, coachsmith.—April 11, T. Megarey, 
Love lane, Billingsgate, coal merchant.—April 11, J. M. E. Stokes, St 
Alban’s, gas contractor.—April 12, R. Phillott, Blaydon, Somersetshire, 
scrivener.—April 10, W. Webb, Leamington, Warwickshire, hotel keeper. 
—April 11, E. Beck, Tiverton, Devonshire, cabinet maker.—April 11, 1. 
Parsonage, Birmingham, paper hanger. 

CERTIFICATES.—Apnrit 9. 

J. Turner, Hoxton, cabinet maker.—<A. Scott, Cambridge street, Golden 
square, auctioneer.—J. Swann, Fleetwood-on- Wyre, Lancashire, brick- 
layer..—_W. Wood, Burton-upon-Trent, screw manufacturer.—H. Port, 
Burton-upon-Trent,screw manufacturer.—G, Butcher, Holborn hill, china 
dealer.—T. W. Jones, Wellington, Shropshire, draper.—W. Cox, Daventry, 
money scrivener.—J. Whipple, Crown street, Finsbury, stay manufacturer, 
—J. Bourne, Norton-in-the-Moors, Statfordshire, printer.—W. Dunnett, 
Manchester, commission agent.—W. Mills, Birmingham, upholsterer. 

[INSOLVENTS. 

F.C. Wollen, Bath street, City road, tailor.—A. Balfour, Liverpool. 
beadle.—H. Shedden, Bristol, clerk.—J. Perry, Blackmore, Essex, saddler, 
—J. Barns, Rochford, Essex, barge master.—W. Sewell, Great Yarmouth, 
master mariner.—W. Carr, Camden town, out of employment.—.J. J. Spiller, 
Camomile street, attorney.—J. Bond, Manchester, out of business.—J. 
Yeomans, Great Bolton, Lancashire, hatter.—R. W. Bryant, otherwise R. 
Bryant, Chippenham, tailor.—J. King, Wattisham, Suffolk, lately a farmer. 
—Frances Henry, Caroline place, Regent's park.—J. Claridge, Oxford, 
butcher.—J. Mowbray, Kirton, Lincolnshire, farmer.—Mary Wilcock, 
Midgley, Yorkshire——J. Greene, Brewood, Staffordshire, surgeon.—E. 
Burrell, Arundel street, Strand.—Jane Sophia Reynolds, Reading, milliner. 
—W. H. Porter, otherwise W. Porter, Doughty mews, Russell square, 
cabriolet proprietor.—S. Sampson, Upper Boston street, Dorset square, 
bricklayer. —W. L. Grace, Dalston, commission agent.—G. Hemming, 
Dudley, omnibus driver.—W. Grundy, Nottingham, cabinet maker.—W. 
Bunting, Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire, butcher.—J. Weston, Coln- 
brook, Buckinghamshire, plumber.—S. and J. Walker, Halifax, cloth 
weavers.—J. Bell, Manchester, licensed victualler.— W. C. Codner, Abbots- 
kerswill, Devonshire, master mariner.—C. Kempster, Upper Barnsbury 
street, Islington, florist —T. Adams, Grosvenor terrace, Camberwell, out of 
business.—T’. Simpsou, Chatham, clerk—W. Hancock, North Curry, 
Somersetshire, attorney.—J. Parker, Northleach, Gloucestershire, fell- 
mouger.—G. Cook, Greek street, Soho, grocer.—S. Cumberland, Arundel 
street, Strand, clerk.—J. Barlow, Stockport, licensed victualler.—W. A. 
Locke, Manchester, coal dealer.—R. Balshaw, Manchester, salesman.—W. 
Broadbent, Meltham, Yorkshire, plumber.—J. Charlesworth, Kirkburton, 
Yorkshire, machine maker.—-T. Ellis, Bakewell, Derbyshire, stone mason. 
—J. Brook, Dewsbury, Yorkshire, cloth manufacturer.—W. Seys, Llan- 
vapley, Monmouthshire, farmer.—I. Sowden, Bradford, Yorkshire, cotton 
warp dresser.—J. Sowden, Bradford, Yorkshire, shopkeeper.—C. Malvern, 
Southampton, upholsterer.—T. V. Hinton, Edgeware, plumber.—C. 


Upper Baker street, Portman square.—R. Attkins, Richmond, Surrey, 


| omnibus proprietor.—J. Goodson, Royal Oak place, Pimlico, plumber.—W, 





and Catlow, Clayton-le-Moors, Lancashire, engravers to calico printers, | 


(as regards H. Catlow).—T. Tyerman and R. B. Gardiner, Brompton and 
Chancery lane, architects.—Day and Barrow, Manchester, stock makers.— 
Edwards and Aubert, Trinity square, Tower hill, ship brokers.—J. English 
and T. Parry, Union street, Southwark, hop merchants.—J. Paley and Co., 
Preston and Manchester, cotton spinners.—J., H., and W. Wheller, Chan- 
dos street, cheesemongers.—S. Lees and Co., Oldham, cotton spinners (as 
regards S. Lees.) —Madden and Co., Leadenhall street, booksellers.—Nay- 
lors, Boardman, and Co., Valparaiso, and Naylors, Kendall, and Co., Lima 
and Tacna, commission merchants (as regards H. Kendall). 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 
R. HEFFER, St Lyes, draper. 








Pett, Minster, Kent, farmer. 
SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

J. Naismith, Glasgow, plumber.—J. Cochrane, Cross Arthurlie, Ren- 
frewshire, bleacher.—R. Kennedy, Glencairn, Dumfriesshire.—-M. Dickson, 
Edinburgh, boarding-house keeper.—J. Hunter and Son, Johnstone, 
thread manufacturers.—R. J. Brown, Glasgow, brewer.—P. Duncan,Troon, 
merchant. 





BIRTHS. 

On the 18th instant, at Hawiek, Mrs George Wilson, of a daughter. 

On the 19th instant, at 15 Montagu square, the lady of David Ogilvy, 
Esq., barrister-at-law, of a daughter. 

On the 20th instant, at 35 York terrace, Regent’s park, the Hon. Mrs 
Campbell Scarlett, of a daughter. 

MARRIED, 

On the 16th instant, at St Martin’s, Ludgate hill, Ferdinand Schack yon 
Brockdorfl, Esq., of Antwerp, to Matilde Offresie, third daughter of A. 
Saportas, Esq., Consul of his Majesty the King of Prussia at Antwerp. 

On the 19th instant, at Athlone, by the Rey. R. Lander, Somerville 
M‘Donald Calder, Esq., Royal Artillery, son of Lieutenant Colonel Calder, 
Commanding Royal Engineers, Halifax, to Sarah Constantia, third 
daughter of G. H. Green, Esq., Camberwell. 

On the 20th instant, by the Rev. Mr Henry, Mr Benjamin Louis Meyer 
Rothschild, eldest son of the late Mr Meyer Israel Rothschild, of Roskild, 
in the kingdom of Denmark, to the amiable and accomplished Miss Levy- 
son, only daughter of Mr Montague Levyson, of Queen square, Blooms- 
bury. 

DIED. 

On the 19th instant, at Snaresbrook, near Walthamstow, Mr John Rus- 
sell Rodgers, the senior partner of the late firm of John Rodgers and Sons, 
of London and Birmingham. 

On the Ist of January, at Camp Dunaila, Major George Russell Crom- 
melin, C.B., Ist Regiment of Native Cavalry. The death of this gallant 
and lamented officer was occasioned by a severe gun-shot wound received 
in heroically heading his regiment in a charge at the battle of Maharaj- 
pore on the 29th of December, 1843, 
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NEW RAILWAY PAPER—tThe First 

Number of the RAILWAY CHRONICLE will appear on the 20th 
df April. A detailed Prospectus will be ready on the 30th instant, and 
will be sent free, by post, to all who furnish their address to the Office, 14 
Wellington street North, Strand, London. 








—_—_—_— 


ALEDONIAN RAILWAY, from Carlisle to Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow ; being the Line recommended by the Govern- 
ment Commissioners. Capital 1,800,000/., in 36,000 shares of 50/. each. 


PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE. 
The Right Hon. Lord BELHAVEN, Chairman. 
Lieut.-Colonel GRAHAM, of Mossknow, Deputy Chairman. 


The Most Noble the Marquis of C. Nicholson, Esq. Cowan Head, 
Queensberry Kendal 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Cathcart J. J. Hope Johnstone, Esq. of An- 
KCB. K.S.W. | nandale, M.P. 
The Right Hon. Lord Abercromby. | William Lockhart, Esq. of Milton 
The Right Hon. Lord Elphinstone,; Lockhart, M.P. 
G.C.H. James Oswald, Esq. of Auchencruive 
Sir William Jardine, of Applegarth, M.P. 
Bart. | A. D. W. B. Cochrane, Esq. of Lam- 
Sir Windham Carmichael Anstruther, | mington, M.P. 
of Carmichael, Bart. Thomas Houldsworth, Esq., of Colt, 
Sir Frederick Pollock, M P. | ness, M.P. 
Rear-Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm | William Forbes, Esy. of Callander, 
Sir John Kirkland, of Climpy | M.P. 
Sir James Grant, the Hill, Carlisle 
The Lord Provost of Glasgow Killermont, M.P. 
The Dean of Guild of Glasgow William Ewart, Esq. M.P. 
The Convener of the Trades house, | Mark Phillips, Esq. M.P. 
Glasgow Charles Hindley, Esq. M.P. 
The Lord Provost of Perth Colonel B. Elphinstone 
The Provost of Lanark J. Fullartou Elphinstone, Esq Mouk- 
The Provost of Anderston of Glas- — land 
gow Robert Garnett, Esq. of Wyerside, 
The Provost of Calton, Glasgow Lancashire 
The Chairman of the Grand Junc- , Johnston Douglas, Esq. of Lockerby 
tion Railway Company, J. Moss,| Wellwood Maxwell, Esq. of Munshes 
sq. : Charles Stewart, Esq. of Hillside 
The Chairman of the North Unt n J. Wightman, Esq. of Courance 
Railway Company, T. W. Rath- David Dickson, Esq. of Hartree 
bone, Esq. Colonel Macdonald, of Powder hall 
The Chairman of the Lancaster and Richard Mackenzie, Esq. of Dol- 
Preston Railway Company,George | phinton 
Burrow, Esq. Robert Monteith, Esq. of Carstairs 
The Chairman of the Manchester, William Forbes, Esq. of Medwin 
Bolton, and Bury Railway Com- Thomson Carmichael, Esq. of East- 
pany, James Brancker, Esq. end 
The Deputy Chairman of the Lan- Robert Steuart, Esq. of Carfin 
caster and Carlisle Railway Com- Archibald Campbell, Esq. of Blyths- 
pany, John Wakefield, Esq. wood 
The Chairman of the Garnkirk and James Ewing, Esq. of Levenside 
Glasgow Railway Company, Mark Henry Houldsworth, Esq. of Crans- 
Sprot, Esq tounhill 
The Chairman and Directors of the William Dixon, Esq. of Govan 
Wishaw and Coltness Railway John Tennant, Esq. of St Rollox 
Company Alexander Dennistoun, Esq. of Golf- 
The Chairman and Directors of the hill 
Monkland and Kirkintilloch Rail- Robert Findlay, Esq. of Easterhill 
way Company. Robert Bartholomew, Esq., Glasgow 
John Dixon, Esq. of Kuells Carlisle William Cross, Esq. ditto 
G. G. Mounsey, Esy. of Rocliff Laurence Robertson, Esq. ditto 
house, Carlisle Henry Brock, Esq. ditto 
G. H. Head, Esq.of Rickerby house, John Whitehead, Esq. ditto 
Carlisle Aleanxder Hastie, Esq. ditto 
John Dennistoun, Esq. M.P. 


Engineers—Joseph Locke, Esq., F.R.S.; J. E. Errington, Esq., 
Member of the Inst. C. E. 


Prospectuses, with form of application for shares, and plans, witli all 
other particulars, may be had on application to Messrs Foster and Braith- 
waite, 64, Old Broad street, Loudon; to Messrs Mitchell, Henderson, and 
Mitchell, or to Mr John Lang, Glasgow ; to Messrs Hope and Oliphant, or 
Messrs J. Robertson and Co., Edinburgh ; to Messrs Forsyth and Pritchard, 
Liverpool ; to Mr J. B. Locke, sharebroker, Manchester; or to the Pro- 
visional Committee, 30 Great George street, Westminster. 

March 15, 1844. 


EASE IN WALKING AND 


COMFORT TO THE FEET. 


Wellington street, Strand, London. 
H4Att and Co. SOLE PATENTEES of the PANNIS 


CORIUM, or Leather-Cloth Boots and Shoes, for Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen.—These articles have borne the test and received the approbation 
of all who have worn them. Such as are troubled with Corns, Bunions, 
Gout, Chilblains, or Tenderness of Feet from any other cause, will find 
them the softest and most comfortable ever invented—they never draw the 
feet or get hard, are very durable, and adapted for every climate; they 
resemble the finest leather, and are cleaned with common Slacking. 


The Patent India-Rubber Goloshes are light, durable, elastic, and 
waterproof; they thoroughly protect the feet from damp or cold. 


Hall & Co.'s Portable Waterproof Dresses for Ladies and Gentlemen. This 
desirable article claims the attention of all who are exposed to the wet. 
Ladies’ Cardinal Cloaks, with Hoods, 18s. Gentlemen’s Dresses, com- 
prising Cape, Overalls, and Hood, 2ls. The whole can be carried with 
convenience in the pocket. 


N.B. Hall and Co. particularly invite attention to their Elastic Boots, 
which are much approved ; they supercede lacing or buttoning, are drawn 
on in an instant, aud are a great support to the ankle. 








| John Campbell Colquhoun, Esq. of 
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VEN ICE, the ISLAND CITY.—Under the Patronage 


of the Emperor and Empress of Austria, the Kings and Queens of 
Prussia, Holland, Bavaria, &c. (whose signatures may be seen in the 
“ Royal Album,” in the Exhibition Room).— A pertect model, on an 
immense scale, of this extraordinary and most interesting City is now ex- 
hibiting at the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, every day from eleven in the 
morning until nine at night, beautifully illuminated. Admission, 1s. ; 
Children, 6d. 


N.B.—A rare Picture by Coreggio, to be seen at the Exhibition Room, 
and which is for sale. 


DISEASED AND HEALTHY LIVES ASSURED. 


M. EDICAL, INVALID and GENERAL LIFE 
Av. OFFICE, 25 PALLMALL, London. 


Capital, £500,000. 


This Office is provided with very accurately-constructed Tables, by which 
it can Assure Diseased Lives on Equitable Terms. 

The Extra Premium discontinued on restoration of the Assured to per- 
manent health. 

Increased Annuities granted on unsound Lives, the amount varying with 
the particular disease. 

Members of Consumptive Families assured at Equitable Rates. 

Healthy Lives are assured at Lower Rates than at most other Offices. 

Policies of twelve months’ standing are not affected by Suicide, Duelling, 
&c.; and Assigned Policies are valid from the date of the Policy, should 
death ensue from any of these causes. 














F. G. P. NEISON, Actuary. 





Y ORK and LONDONLIFE ASSURANCE 
COMPANY, King William street, London. 
Empowered by Act of Parliament. 
GeorGe FrepertcKk Younc, Esq. Chairman. 
Marruew Forster, Esq. M.P. Deputy Chairman. 

The superiority of the system of Assurance adopted by this Company, 
will be found in the fact that the premium required by a bonus office to 
assure 1,000/. on the life of a person in the 20th year of his age would in 
this office insure 1,291/. 7s. 6d. 

Assurances at other ages are effected on equally favourable terms, and 
thus the assured has an immediate bonus, instead of a chance dependent 
upon longevity and the profits of an office. In cases of assurance for a 
limited number of years, the advantages offered by this Company are still 
greater, no part of the profits of a bonus office being ever allotted to such 
assurances. 

Prospectuses, containing tables framed to meet the circumstances of all 
who desire to provide for themselves or those who may survive them by 
assurance, either of fixed sums or annuities, may be had at the office as 
above, or of the agents. JOHN REDDISH, Sec. 


FYRAMPTON'S PILL of HEALTH effectually relieves 

the stomach and bowels by gentle relaxation, without griping or 
prostration of strength. They remove headache, sickness, dizziness, 
pains in the chest, &c.; are highly grateful to the stomach, promote diges- 
tion, create appetite, relieve languor and depression of spirits, while to 
those of a full habit and free livers, who are continually suffering from 
drowsiness, heaviness, and singing in the head and ears, they offer advan- 
tages that will not fail to be appreciated. Sold by Prout, 229 Strand, 
London, price 1s. 1}d. per box, and by most Medicine Venders in the 
Kingdom. 


— a 


PATRONIZED BY HER MAJESTY, 

li. R. H. PRINCE ALBERT, THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
AND THE SEVERAL COURTS OF EUROPE. 

ROWLAND’S MACASSAR OIL. 


This elegant, fragrant, and pellucid oil, in its preservative, restorative, 
and beautitying qualities, is unequalled over the whole world. It preserves 
and reproduces the hair, prevents it from turning grey, or if so changed, 
restores it to its original colour; frees it from scurf and impurity, and ren- 
ders it soft, silky, curly, and glossy. 

CAUTION.—Each genuine bottle has the words “ROWLAND'S 
MACASSAR OIL,” engraved in two lines, on the wrapper, and on the 
back of the wrapper fearly 1,500 times, containing 29,028 letters—without 
this none are genuine. 

Price 3s. 6d.;7s.; family bottles (equal to four small), 10s. 6d.; and double 
‘ that size, 21s. per bottle. 


RGOWLAND’S KALYDOR 


Pleasingly dissipates all Pimples, Spots, Blotches, Redness, Tau, Freckles, 
and other Defects of the Skin. Gentlemen will find it peculiarly grateful 
after shaving in allaying the irritation of the skin. 

Price 4s. 6d. and 8s. 6d. per bottle, duty included. 


ROWLAND’S ODONTO, OR PEARL DENTIFRICE. 


\ fragrant white powder. It eradicates Tartar and decayed Spots from 
the Teeth, polishes and preserves the enamel, to which it imparts a pearl- 
like whiteness, fixes the Teeth firmly in the gums, and imparts sweetness 
and perfume to the breath. 

Price 2s. 9d. per box, duty included. 
CAUTION. 

Spurious imitations are frequently offered for sale under a Fictitious 
Name or the word * Genuine.” It is therefore imperative ou purchasers 
to see that the word * ROWLAND’s” is on the wrappers. The Proprie- 
tor’s signature is also engraved on the Government Stamp, thus 

A. ROWLAND & SON, 20 HATTON GARDEN, 
and affixed to the KALYDOR and ODONTO. 
*,* All others are FRAUDULENT COUNTERFEITS. 

N.B.—The principle on which each article is prepared is confined solely 
to the knowledge and practice of A. Rowianp & Son, 20 Hatton GARDEN, 
Lonpoy,—the amalgamation of their purely vegetable materials neutralizes 


all attempts to separate their component parts, and thus proves the impo- 
sition of all other articles bearing the same names. 


The genuine preparations are sold by the Proprietors, and by Chemists 
and Perfumers. 
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USTRALASIAN COLONIAL and GENERAL 
LIFE ASSURANCE and ANNUITY COMPANY. 
Capital £200,000—in 2,000 Shares. 
DIRECTORS. 
LE. Barnard, Esq., F.R.S. Gideon Colquhoun, Esq. 
Robert Brooks, Esq. C. E. Mangles, Esq. 
Henry Buckle, Esq. Richard Onslow, Esy. 
Johu Henry Capper, Esq. William Walker, Esy. 
SOLICITORS. 
Messrs. Maples, Pearse, Stevens, and Maples. 
BANKERS. 
The Union Bank of London. 
COLONIAL BANKERS. 
Bank of Australasia (incorporated by Reyal Charter, 1855), 
2 Moorgate street. 
PHYSICIAN. ° 
Patrick Fraser, Esq. M.D. 62 Guilford street. 
SECRETARY. 
Edward Ryley, Esq. 





The following are specimens of the low rates of Premium fur the Assu- 
rance of 1002. charged by this Company. 


Age Annual Premiums. 
| 20 - - l 10 3 
30 - - - 2 7 0 
40 - - - 3 1D 3 
50 - - - 4 1 s 
60 ~ - - | 6 3 9 


To Emigrants to the Australasian Colonies, assured for the whole of life, 
the Company offers the permission to proceed to and reside in any of 
those Colonies without extra Premium, and to pay their Premiums there. 
For Residence in New Zealand a moderate extra Premium is charged. 

To all Persons, the Company offers the advantages of the guarantee of 
an ample subscribed Capital,—of permission to retain one-third of the 
Premium in their own hands (the portion so retained, with interest upon 
it, being deducted from the Policy when it becomes aclaim),—of Ascend- 
ing, Descendiug, and other Scales of Premiums, and of participation in 
Profits. 

Prospectuses and full Particulars may be had at the Offices of the Com- 
pany, No, 126 Bishopsgate street, City. 


HE NEW LIGHT.—GREAT NOVELTY.—The 

Patent CAMPHINE LAMP gives a light of surpassing power, soft- 
ness, and purity, without any kind of grease or dirt, smoke or smell. The 
lamp is simply and beautifully constructed, and can be fitted to any descrip- 
tion of lamp, pedestal, or gas fitting. It is not easily put out of condition. 
The Camphine (also a patent) is 4s. per gallon, and is so pure that if spilt 
on any article of dress or furniture, will not leave either mark or stain, 
while it consumes so slowly that, at the cost of three farthings for two 
hours, it gives a light equal to twelve mould candles, without any attention. 
It will be found far less expensive than any, and incomparably superior to 
all existing light. To be seen burning at RIPPON and BURTON’S 
(sole wholesale and retail agents for EnxGuisu’s Parenr Campurnr), 
Wells street, Oxford street —Lamps from 34s. each; Lamp heads (with 
Chimney and Ground Shade) for fitting to any Pedestal, 2is. cach # of Brass 
or Plain Glass; 23s. each if of Ground Glass. 

A BRONZED SCROLL FENDER for 15s.— 
Rippon and Burton, 12 Wells street, Oxford street, are now offering the 
most extensive assortment of Fenders in London, embracing every 
possible variety, at prices 30 per cent. under any other house. Iron fen- 
ders, 3 feet long, from 4s. 6d.; 3 feet 6, 5s. 3d.; 4 feet, 6s.; ditto bronzed, 
3 feet, from 6s.; 3 feet 6, 7s.; 4 feet, 8s.; rich scroll fenders bronzed, from 
15s.; or with steel rod and moulding, from 21s.; polished steel and ormolu 
mounted fenders at proportionate prices. Fire irons for chambers, 1s. 9d. 
per set; ditto steel ditto, from 3s. 6d.; handsome ditto with cut heads, 
6s. 6d.; newest patterns, with elegant bronzed heads, 11s. 6d.—Detailed 
catalogues, with engravings, sent (per post) free. 


GUNS.—-LONDON PROVED GUNS.—A_ SIN- 


GLE-BARREL GUN, with twisted barrel, aud patent breech 28s 
A ditto ditto, London proved ... . ae a es sh 35s 
A double-barrel Gun, with twisted barrel and patent-breech 58s. 
A ditto ditto, London proved ... ay 65s. 


A single-barrel Gun, 18s., usually charged two guineas. 
Single Guns, to 6/. 10s.; double ditto, to 15/. 

Hitherto there has been no certain way of obtaining a good gun without 
paying an extravagant price. Guns sold at low prices have been made by 
those with whom quality has not been so much a consideration as the pro- 
duction of ashowy cheap article, which has generally proved worthless, if 
not dangerous. This has led Rippon and Burton to engage persous of 
known ability and great experience in the manufacture of guns, and they 
now solicit sportsmen to inspect their extensive assortment.— Mahogany 
cases, fitted with cleaning tackle, shot pouch, powder flask, &c., in great 
variety.—12 Wells street, Oxford street. (Established 1820.) 

O Mr PROUT, 229 STRAND, LONDON.—Sir, 


The great benefit which I have received by taking Blair’s Gout and 


Rheumatic Pills induces me to inform you of the particulars of my case , 


About three weeks ago I became afflicted with a severe attack of rheu- 
matism, which, for three days and nights, prevented my having rest or 
sleep, and was totally incapable of attending to business, when [ was re- 
commended to try Blair’s Gout and Rheumatic Pills, which I did, and took 
them regularly for four days, by which time the pain had entirely left me, 
and on the fifth day I was able to attend to business as usual. I shall en- 
deavour, by every means, to recommend a medicine which has given 
me so much relief. If the publication of my case will render any service, 
you are at liberty to use it.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. E. SMITH, 
Assistant to Mr Barraclough, Snuff Manufacturer to the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor, 46 Ludgate hill, London. 
Sept. 11, 1843. 
The above recent testimonial is a further proof of the great efficacy of 
this valuable Medicine. Sold by T. Prout, 229 Strand, London, and all 
Medicine Veuders. Price 2s. 9d. per box, 


| Plated and Silver Goods in every variety. 





| 
| 
| 


AYLIGHT AT NIGHT! CAMPHINE!!—The 
PATENT CAMPHINE LAMP gives a rich light, surpassing Gag 
in pureness and brilliancy, is simple in construction, aud emits neither 
smoke or smell. May be seen burning at F. Barnett’s Furnishing Iron- 
mongery and Lamp Warehouse, 25 Oxford street, where a large assortment 
may be selected from, all at the lowest possible prices. Any Lamp Pillar 
may be fitted with a Camphine head. Patent Camphine Lamp Spirit, 3s. 8d, 
per Gallon. N. B.—25 Oxford street, one door west of Rathbone place, 


PATENT ENAMELLED KITCHEN WARE is the 
most durable and cleanly article ever introduced, stands the test of any 
acid, never requires repairing, and is strongly recommended for chemical 
purposes. Saucepans, from Is. 6d.; Stew pans, from 2s.; Tea kettles, Pre. 
serving pans, Frying pans, Gridirons, &c, &c. full twenty per cent. under 
any other house. Catalogues sent in answer to a post-paid application. 

HALL LAMPS, Ils. 6d.; ground glass Patent Solar 

Lamps, from 2s. 6d.; Palmer’s Patent Candle Lamps, from 5s, 
most elegant assortment of Table, Bracket, Sideboard, and Suspending 
Lamps, in ormulu and bronze, at extraordinary low prices. Lamps cleaned 
or altered to the Solar principle ; Lamp shades, 5s.; Cottons, 4d. per doz. ; 
Palmer’s Patent Candles, 8d. per Ib. 

ELIOS STOVE, price 35s. will warm a Room 20 feet 
square at the cost of 24d. per diem.; is peculiarly agreeable and whole- 
some, and well adapted for Sitting or Sleeping rooms, Conservatories, or 
Shops. Drawings and Catalogues of prices sent in answer to post-paid 
applications. Country orders are requested to contain either remittance, 
or areference in Town. 

From 18s.—GUNS and RIFLES, London Govern- 
ment proved.—A large assortment of Spanish-ribbed Twist Single and 
Double-barrelled Fowling Pieces, of superior manufacture and finish; 
some Rifles by the very best makers. Pistols, shot-belts, Powder-flasks, 
&e. at least 30 per cent. cheaper than Londoa Makers’ exorbitant 
charges. 

F, BARNETT, 25 Oxford street, one door west of Rathbone place. 


15 per Cent. Discount for Cash to Shippers, Captains, and Emigrants. 


GILVER SUPERSEDED, and those corrosive and in- 
jurious metals, called Nickel and German Silver, supplanted by the 
introduction of a new and perfectly matchless ALBATA PLATE. 

C. WATSON, 41 and 42 BARBICAN, and 16 NORTON FOLGATE, 
aided by a person of science in the amalgamation of Metals, has succeeded 
in bringing to public notice the most beautiful article ever yet offered; 
possessing all the richness of Silver in appearance, with all its durability 
and hardness—with its perfect sweetness in use—undergoing, as it does, 
a Chemical Process, by which all that is nauseous in Mixed Metals is 
entirely extracted—resisting all Acids, may be cleaned as Silver, and is 
Manufactured into every Article for the Table and Sideboard. 


Plain. Threaded. King’s, 
Table Spoons and Forks . : . 16s. 6d. 30s. Od. 35s. Os 
Dessert Ditto Ditto. F ie | ee 25 0 3000 
Tea Spoons ; ; ; ° a ale 13 6 138 6 
Salt Ditto . ; . ‘ . . &® 12 6 12 6 
Fish Knives : = ‘ ; - & Geachl2 6 l2 6 
Sauce Ladies. ‘ . , » 26 gmt 2. 6 7 6 
Gravy Spoons. . “ . - 3 Geach 7 6 7 6 

C. WATSON begs the Public will understand that this Metal is pecu- 


liarly his own, and that silver is not more different from gold than his 
Metal is from all others—on its intrinsic merit alone he wishes it to be 
tested, and from the daily increasing eulogiums he receives, he is convinced 
that nothing can prevent its becoming an article of universal wear. 

C. WATSON’S handsomely ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE and 
PRICE CURRENT, is just published, and Families who regard economy 
and elegance, should possess themselves of this useful Book, which may be 
had Gratis, and Post Free from the above Address, 

Foreign Orders promptly executed to any extent. 

THREE PAPIER MACHE TEA TRAYS, 35s.; a set of three 
Gothic-shape ditto (including the largest size), for 35s.; three Gothic- 
shape japanned ditto, 25s.; three sandwich-shape ditto, 15s.; and every 
article in Furnishing Hardware unusually low; quality here is the primary 
consideration, hence their uninterrupted success for fifty years, and their 
present celebrity, as the best and most extensive Furnishing Warehouses 
in London. 

TABLE KNIVES, ivory handles, warranted, Ils. per doz.; Desserts 
9s.; Carvers, 4s. per pair; a most extensive stock to select from, with 
balance handles, at 55s., 60s., and 70s., the long set of fifty pieces; white 
bone and other handles, &s. to 15s. the twenty-four pieces: stag-handled 
carvers, 3s. 6d. per pair. The establishments of C. Watson have ranked pre- 
eminent for fifty years for their superior Table Cutlery, the whole of which 
is marked with his name and address, and subject to exchange if not 
approved of. 

SOLAR and CANDLE LAMPS.—<A Solar Lamp to burn common oil 
without smoke or smell, 22s. 6d.; a Palmer’s Pateyt Candle Lamp, to give 
the light of two mould candles, plated, and with glass shade, 9s.; Hot 
Water Dishes for venison, beefsteak, or stews; a Set of Six London-made 
Patent Dish Cover§, 18s. 9d; Fenders, 3 ft. 6s ; 5 ft. 6 in. 7s.; if bronzed, 
3 ft. 6s.; 3 ft. 6 in. 8s. Fire Irons, 3s.6d.; Coal Scuttles, Tea Kettles, and 
every article in Furnishing Hardware unusually low. 

FRUIT DESSERT KNIVES, with FRENCH FORKS, of C. WAT- 
SON’S NEW ALABATA PLATE (which is so rapidly superseding sil- 
ver), in sets of twenty-four pieces, with ivory handles, 45s.; carved ivory 
handles, 50s.; Albert-pattern handles, 50s.; if in mahogany cases, 16s. 
extra. C. W. begs the public to understand this Metal is peculiarly his 
own, and is manufactured into every article for the Table aud Sideboard. 
Export aud wholesale orders 
promptly executed. 

To Families and New-married Couples, and indeed to all who study 
economy, combined with usefulness and elegance, the possession of his 
Catalogue will prove invaluable, and is sent to all parts of the Kingdom 
Gratis, and Post Free, on application at his Warehouses, 41 and 42 Bar- 
Lican, or 16 Norton Folgate. 
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